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The Publiſher to the Gentry. 


Gentlemen, 


Rovidence having put the follow- 

ing Dialogues into my Hands; 

I take the Boldneſs to offer em to the 
View of the Publick under your Prote- 
ction. They were only intended by 
the Author for the private Inſtruction 
of a Young Nobleman ; on whom they 
have wrought ſuch admirable Effects, 
that its Pity (methinks) to bury em 
in Privacy, and to confine 'em to one 
Cloſet. The Author's Deſign is cha- 
ritable (I am ſure) but whether he 
has been happy in the Execution, I 
wholly leave to your Judgments. He 
runs through the Duty of a Gentle- 
man and cf a Chriſtian ; he points at 
the ſhorteſt Way to Greatneſs and Good- 
| zeſ7, and furniſhes you with Materials 
to live with Honour in this World, and 
in Glory in the next. 
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Seeing therefore this little Treatiſe | 


comes on fo kind an Errand, it will 
(I preſume) meet with a Civil Recep- 
tion: For Meſſengers of good News 
are feldom unwelcome. 

But nothing has emboldened me fo 
much to caſt theſe few Pazes at your 
Feet, as a ſincere Tenderneſs for your 
Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an An- 
tidote at Hand when we ſuſpect Poi- 
ſon, and dangerous to viſit a Peſt-houfe 
withont a Preſervative. Alas, Gentle- 
men, you ſuck in Poiſon, you live in 
Infection; Wealth, Grandure, and Ex- 
ample plot your Ruin, and Flattery 
diſguiſes the Danger; Lewd Books are 
of the Cabal, they dart Poiſon to the 
Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes, 
and convey Death through Pleaſure. 

In St. Peter's Days the Devil made 
his Round to prey on the Unwary ; 
but now he has almoſt eaſed himſelf 


dec 
ſo 


of that Labour; he acts no more in Co 


Perſon but by Deputy ; he has com- 


or 


miſſion'd Poets to Rhime you into De- the 
ſtruction, and fees Libertines to argue Exp 


you 
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you into Hell; and certainly he has 
had greater Succeſs againſt Mankind 
under the Shape of an Author, than of 
a Lion; your Cloſets are ſtockt with 
defaming Lampoons, lewd Plays, and 
ſcandalous Poems ; you read theſe hel- 
liſh Papers with Pleaſure and Tran(- 
port ; they ſoften Nature, emaſculate 
the Mind, and by Degrees metamor- 
phoſe the Reader into as errant a Beaſt 
as the Poet ; the Stile charms, the Ex- 
preſſion is luſcious, and the Contri- 
vance no leſs inviting than the Subject. 
All theſe petty Artifices conſpire to 
enflame Senſe, to enliven Paſſion, and 
de bauch the Will. 

Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe 
Deſire, Care is taken to ſet off Ladies 
with all the Allurements of Eaſineſs 
and Condeſcendency; they are diſcar- 
ded not only of Modeſty, but of Shame; 


ſelf ſo that, if the Originals reſemble the 


in 


Copies, if the Sex be as ill prepared 


m- for Defence at home, as on the Stage, 
De- the Conqueſt will be made without the 
zue Expence of Artillery or Bombs. 

ou 
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But this is not enough ; the Pocts 
take upon em the Office of Engineers | 
too ; they trace out the Approaches, 
point the Cannon, order the Attack, 
and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on. For 
why do they expofe not only to the 
Eyes in the Play-houſe, but in Print 
paſt Brutalities, but to perſuade you to 
act em over again? And why do they 
enter upon Particulars, but to ſhew you 
the Method? They ranſack Mytberry 
Garden, Epſom Wells, and other pub- 
ick Scenes of Debauchery, for the 
Subject of your Entertainment; their 
Plots and Counterplots are only layd 
to trapan Women, and gull Heireffes; 
beſides, few licentious Intrigues miſ- 
carry. This is a ſly Innnendo to the YE 
Audience and the Reader, that Succefs Di 
will certainly wait upontheirAttempts, aſl 
and by Confequence it's a ſtrong Pro Pi 
vocation fo enter upon Action. ol 

And becauſe Nature has ſtampt or er 
the Face of Vice, Deformity and Hor bia 
ror, theſe ungrateful Features are (hq , 1 
ded with charming Appellations, n mf 
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Sin lies out of Sight under a Varniſh, 
and nothing appears but the Pleaſure. 
For this Re i(on the molt overt Invita- 
tions to Evil muſt be Chriſten'd, Bi/ets 
doux, Lewadneſs muſt be (tiled Gallan- 
try, and the Stewes Places of Diverſion. 
Why are innocent Names put on cri— 
minal Things, but to confound No- 
tions? but to gild over Diſhoneſty, (as 
Apothecaries do Pills) that it may go 
down without any Checks or Convul- 
ſions of Conſcience ? 

Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on 
all ſides, and ſtanding on the Brink of 
Deſtruction ; and (what is worſe) void 
of Fear, nay, lulled into a mortal Le. 
thargy, without any Apprehenſion of 


j your Danger; I have brought theſe 
F Dialogues to your Reſcue, and may 
aſſure you with ſomeConfidence,they'll 
prove moſt uſeful and highly benefi- 


clal, if you will vouchſafe to peruſe 
'em with unprejudiced Minds and un- 


biaſs'd Affections. 
They lay before your Eyes the moſt 


th important Parts of your Duty both to 
Si 
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God and Men; the Snares of the World, 
and Wilds of the Devil; the Cauſes 
of your Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods 
either to prevent or retrieve em; and 
what can you deſire more, but a ſincere 
Reſolution to apply theſe Remedies 
that are preſcribed > i 

F am ſenſible we live in an Age 
devoted toCenſure and Criticiſm; and 


therefore I have thought fit to obviate 
an Objection or two. Some may think | 
the Author treats Quality with too | 


much Freedom, and Nobility with too 
little Reſpect: But, Gentlemen, pray 
remember, there is a great Difference 
between your Perſons and your Vice; 
theſe be honours, not thoſe. 

It were ridiculous to Compliment 
Criminals, or to Reverence Felons on 
the Hurdle; your Failures are brought 
upon the Scaffold, not for Triumph, 
but for Exccution ; to receive Punifh- 
ment, not Applauſe ; what Wonder 
then if he handles rufly thoſe Faults 


he condemns ? If he tears off the Vi- { 


zors that- conceal a loathſome Defor- 
| mity 


ENT EIL. 

mity under a falſe but tempting Super- 

ficies? He has a mind to diſcounte- 

nance Ill, to withdraw you from. the 

Embraces of theſe treacherous Syrens, 

that enchant your Reaſon, and capti- 

vate your Affections in order to mur- 

der your Souls; that offer you imagi- 

nary Pleaſures, to reward your Cicdu- 

lity with real Torments. This is cer- 

tainly a charitable Deſign, but witha! 
: 1mpraCticable, unleſs each Vice be 

haled to the Bar, and all their Trea- 
1 ſons, Forgeries andImpoſtures be brought 
to Light, and proved upon em as clear 
as the Day... _ 

For, Gentlemen, (give me leave to 
ſpeak freely) you love Vice under the 
Mask of Pleaſure, almoſt to dotage; no- 
thing can wean your Affections from its 
bewitching Charms, but a Demon- 
{tration that you are moſt wretchedly 


„ Eo. Dis 
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impoſed upon. 

Others may perchance take it ill that 
the Author ſports ſometimes upon too 
ſerious a Subject, and by Conſequence 
tranſgreſſes the Rules of Decency. 
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But you muſt confider, we live in 
an Age that ranks Serioufneſs among 


the Vices, and Raillery among the 
Virtues. Alas, Gentlemen, the Spor- 
tive Faculty takes Place of the Reaſo- 
nably , Riſibile and Rationale have 
changed Places ſince Ariſtotle's Days ; 
the Propriety has ſtept into the Defi- 


nition of Man, and banifh'd his moſt | 
eſſential Ingredient among the Acci- 


dents, Reaſon. without Force is out 
of Faſhion , it muſt appear in a Scara- 


monche's Dreſs to obtain an Audience, | 


and mult bring Delight as well as In- 
ſtruction, to be welcome. 


The Author condefcends to your | 
Weakneſs.; and ſurely you. will not} 
cenſure his Civility, nor burleſque His 
Judgment, for paying Deference to 


your Quality: Befides, he is ſenſible, 
Vice has been laught into Practice and 
Reputation, and Virtue into Contempt. 
Why therefore may not Virtue regal 

its Poſt by the fame Methad it loſt it 
And why may not the Gentry be ſport 


ed into their Duty, as they have bee 


ral. 
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rallied out of it > Some Poiſons call 
for Treacle, others for Fire: But that 
of the Tarantula mult be fetch d out by 
Muſick. A Peal of Laughter enervates 
the Force of this Neapolitan Venom, 
and a Brace of Minuets expells it. Who 
knows but your Diſtemper is of the 
ſame Nature? At leaſt deſperate Dit- 
eaſes are proper for Experiments; and 
though no Remedy ſucceed, its a Sa- 
tisfaction to have applied all. 

In fine, I fling this ſmall Book at 
your Feet, and if you. will be pleaſed 
to peruſe it with Leiſure and Reflecti- 
on, it may not only furniſh you with 


Inſtruction, but with Pleaſure ; not 


ſuch, indeed, as courts Senſe, and gra- 


..| tifies the beaſtial part, but ſuch as is 
proportioned to the ſupreme and lcad- 


ing Faculty, ſuch as feaſt. a Soul, and 
regales an Intelligence. 


Your moſt Ob. Servant, 
Nn N 
The 


The Preface. 
8 VE me Leave, Dear Reader, as 
| uſher 


\_J in the following Conferences 
with a Chara@er of the Author. He is 


dead, and by Conſequence out of the Reach 


of Vanity. Aud as the Regularity of bis 
iſe gives no hold to Satyr, ſo the Ex- 
cellencꝝ of bisVirtues raiſe bim above Flat- 
ter. Many Reaſous perſuade me to con- 
ceal his Name ʒ but more to publiſh his 
rare Merits. PTE 
Example has flrange Altractives ; the 
Jay to Virtue by Precepts (as the Philo- 
Jepher notes) ns long, bat by Example 


ſoort and eafee..e; Like the Laconick Dia- 
{-& it expreſſes much im a litale, and | 


drives Arguments ame bame than Lo- 


gick or Rhetorick. Seeing therefore, 
Gentlemen haut \continudlly before their 


Eyes ſo many Statues of Vice in all Po- 


fturer; it's time to preſent den with one of | * 


Nriue, that they may be convinc'd, Pie- 
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q x 
N 
7 
1 * 
C 


S# = bYrxkeA SS GAAS Ss ee nn 8 


Fy 


„„ 


The PRE FACE. 


ty i within their Reach, as well as within 

th ir Obligation; and that they may live 
within the Circle of their Duty, without 

? ſtepping out of the World, or debarring 

| themſelves the Freedom of Society and 


Converſation. 


And, indeed, the Life of this Gentle- 


man is a plain and ſtanding Evidence, 


that Men transform Palaces into Places 


Of Debauchery, not Palaces Men into De- 


auchees; and that Courts would be inno- 


cent, if Conrtiers could reſolve to remain 


Euſebius was of a Family as ancient as 
the Conqueſt ; and, what is particular in 
ail th: Civil Wars and Revolutions of 
State, his Anceſtors were ſo happy, as to 
flarnd by their Prince in Spicht of Faction 


| and Intereſt, nor could they ever be Pre- 


vail ea upon to part with their Loyalty for 


| -any Proſpect of Preferment. They choſe 
| rather to fall in the Defence of Juſtice, 
than to triumph with proſperons Oſurpers, 


Euſebius had the good Fortune to be 


"born of a Mother, ' whoſe Wiſdom vied 
wah or Þ 


iety,- ond both, indeed; were 


EX 
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extraorainary. She irained him up from 
the Cradle in the Duties of a Chriſtian ;, © 
and I may ſay, he both loved God, and 
ji feared him, ſo ſoon as he was able to frame | 
i a right Notion of his Perfection: And 
theſe firſt Impreſſions ſunk ſo deep, that 
| neither Age nor Employments were able to 
1 wear em off. * 82 ay ; 
| He was ſent to the Oniverſety under 
| the Conduct of a prudent Governor, who | 
| endeavour'd by Precept and Example to | 
improve in him thoſe Seeds of Virtue his 
| Mother had ſowed ſo early. He applied 
himſelf to Philoſophy with Eagerneſs and 
Appetite, and made a Progreſs anſwera- | 
ble to his piercing Mit and aſſiduous Ap- 
plication + yet he always lookt on Learn- | 
ing as the Acceſſory, and Piety as the | 
Principal: That (he ſaid_) was a meer 
Embeliſhment, this an indiſpenſable Du- | 
ty: So that in Reality this was his Bu- | 
freſe, that his Diverſson. 
Tet he was none of thoſe Plodders,who 
feem to disband from Company, and to for- 
ſwear Converſation ; who place Virtue in 
Sowerneſs, and confound Piety wil * 
Bo Va 5 
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| The PREFACE. 
Noz; he was free, eaſte, and cheerful, and 
'53 ] mever refuſed to partake of thoſe Sports 
id | that recreate the Mind, and eaſe the Bo- 
ue Ay, without Prejudice to Conſcience. To 
4 | pawn Innocence forPleaſure, (ſaid be) 
at js to over. rate the one, and to under- 
to value the other. To laugh whilſt we 
iin, is (in ſome Sort) to renew the bar- 
er barous Cruelty of Nero, who play'd 
bo | while Roweburned ; or the fooliſh Te- 
to merity of the Indian Phitoſopher, who 
fung on the funeral Pile. 

Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduct was 
a | gazed at, in a Place, where Touth gives 
i more time to the Practice of Epicarus's 
= Morals, than to the Study of Ariſtotle's 
”- | Philoſuphy; or where at leaſt Learning 
be i more a la mode than Piety ; but this 
er | 
u- 
M - 


Ad miration ſoon paſs'd into Eſteem, and 
he who at firſt was look'd on as 4 Monſter, 
# Proceſs of time was ſitled an Angel. 
He left the Oniverſit y to-viſet the Camp, 
ho and made ſeveral Campagnes under N. 
T- | N. Neither Intereſt nor Ambition called 
mt Pim into the Field; the only Aim of his 
#. | Reſolution wat to learn the foe of 
| ar, 
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War, that he might be one Day in a Capa- 
city to ſerve his Prince with Honour, aud 
his Country with Succeſs. 

Piety ſeldom follows an Army. Soldiers 
ſeem to leave Conſcience in their Winter- 
Quarters, as well as Religion, that they 
may ſin without Check, and be damned 
without Apprehenſion. Euſebius diſap- 

proved this i Husbandry. Our Care 
( uid he) muſt riſe with the Danger; 
and ſceing we are not aſtured of an 
Hour, it's Madneſs to neglect our Soul 
one Moment. 1 ſuppoſe, (continued 
he to a Friend) when we put on a Red 
Coat, we put not off Chriſtianity, nor 
receive a Commiſſion from God to live 
at Pleaſure, when we enter into the 
Service of our Prince; no, no; let us 
die like Men, but live like Chriſtians; 
this is the only Way to leave an honou- 
rable Memory in this World, and to 
trad a glorious Reception in the next, 

Hes Life in the Camp was anſwerable 
to his Pranciples, he prayed half an Hour 
an his:Knees Morning and Evening, and 
vever omitted to be preſent at publick 
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Prayers; when he was not on Duty, he 
would never ſuffer either prophane or ob- 
ſcene Diſcourſe. For (ſaid he) it's hard 
to hear without Sin thoſe things that 

can't be ſpoke without Offence ; to 
permit Crimes, is to abet em. Men 
be could not excuſe an Officer's Fault, 
ble always leſſen d it; and ſpoke ill of no 
* Body but himſelf. He compared Detra- 
Cars to your Italian Bravoes, who attack 
People behind, and ſtab Bodies at una- 
wares, whilſt thoſe kill a Man's Reputa- 
tion. 

One Day an Officer told him, War 
called for Courage, not Virtue z 
that Reſolution carried the Day, not 
| Conſcience. 

That is (replied he) Ambition chal- 
lenges the time of War, Diverſion the 
time of Peace, and Sin every Moment 
of your Life ; but then who will chim 
the Moment of your Death? God! 
Alas, Sir, you'll neither have the time 

nor the Thought to diſpoſe of it ſo 
ad vantagiouſly ; as you live in Sin, fo 

in ali Probability you'll die * 

ou 
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You are miſtaken, Sir; Sin enervates 
the Mind, not Piety 3 and could we 
read tne Thoughts of our Soldiers, we 
ſhould find too little Conſcience drove 
more of *em out of the Field at the 
Battle of N. than too much. A Man 
muſt bs either an Atheiſt, or mad, to 
front Danger in Sin. | 
Euſebius proved beyond Demonſtration 
that Virtue is no Enemy to Valour ; he 
breathed nothing bit Sieges, Battels and 
Expedition; he went to Combats with 


as compoſed a Countenance, as others 


march to Triumphs ; and, like Hannibal, 
was the firſt in the Field, and the laſt 


out of it ; he generally ask'd the moſt dan- | 


gerons Poſt, and ſought Perils, as if he 


had a mind to fall, yet he always came 
off with Safety and Applauſe; Providence 
ſeeaed to have made him Proof againſt | 


Ball and Sword, and his Virtue armed 
him acainſt Fear. 


Being challenged once to a Duel, he 
anſwer'd coldly, Sir, though I fear not 
your S vord, I tremble at my Maker's 


Anger; | dare venture my Life in | 


good 
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good Canfe, but cannot hazard my 
Soul in a bad one, I' charge up to 
the Cannon's Mouth, but want Cou- 
rage to ſtorm Hell. And when a Friend 
told him, he muſt either Fight, or 
forfeit his Honour. You arc mi- 
ſtaken, (replied Euſebius) I'll gain Ho- 
nour by my Diſgrace, and ſhew the 
World I am no Coward, by daring 
cenſure and obloquy. He 1s couragt- 
ous and brave, who ſtands up for Con- 


ſcience againſt the falſe but prevailing 
Maxims of Cuſtom and Opinion, not 
he, who betrays his Duty, and dreads 


more an imaginary Imputation, than 


ad a real Crime, Euſebius returned from 

the Army with Glory, and brought off his 
| Piety in Triumph. He was received by 
' his Maſter with open Arms, and advanc'd 


' to an honourable Poſt. He labour d for 


his Bene factors Intereſt, not his own ; 


and uſed to ſay, The Prince ſhould al- 


ways carry off the Profit, and t he Sub- 


jc the Glory of doing well. 


He co:ld not end re to purchaſe At- 


| tendants with Fir Promiſes, and then to 


re- 
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reward their Expect ation with Diſappoint- 
ment. His Intentions were as ſincere as 
his Words, and he never promiſed a Fa- 
uour, but he deſagn'd it. He could not 
endure to tantalize Pretendants with gay 
Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs em with 
an airy Compliment. This is (ſaid he) 
ta ſpend their time, and drain their 
Parſe with inſignificant Waiting, to 
tempt their Patience, and in the End 
to draw 'em to be your Enemies. 

Euſebius found at laſt, that Innocence 
ii not above the reach of Envy, and that 
in Courts Virtue is often puniſii d, and 
Vice rewarded. A Club of Courtiers ca- 
bal'd againſt him, and perſuaded the 
Prince to diſcard him. He bore this Diſ- 
grace with an Evenneſs of Temper, that 
ſurprixed his Enemies, and, like the Sun 
in an Eclypſe, all gazed on him with Ad- 
ptiration. Though he was overpower d, 
he could not be overcome. He look'd brigh- 
ter under a Cloud, than in the full Meri- 
dian of his Grandure, and all concluded 
he was no leſs in Misfortune, than he 
had been in the higheſt Splendor of . 
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A Friend tempted him to ſtrike in 
with a Faction againſt his Prince z 
but he received the Propoſition with In- 


dignation and Horror. No, (ſaid he) 1 
had rather be wretched without aFault, 


than great with a Crime: Duty call'd 


me tomy Maſter's Service, not Intereſt ; 
and l'll rather pawn my Lite, than for- 
feit my Loyalty 5 my high Pretenſions 
lie inthe other World, not in this; my 
Prince raiſed me to a conſiderable For- 
tune, now he thinks fit to diſcharge me, 
 FIl thank him for the Favour, and not 


repine at his Juſtice. I accepted the 
Station at his Command with Grati- 
tude, and I quit it with Reſignation. 
Fe was received again into Favour; yet 
this unexpected Turn wrought no Altera- 
tion in his Humour; he roſe with the ſame 
QOnconcernedneſs he fell; he was above 
the Charms of Proſperity, and Proof a- 
gainſt the Stroke of Adverſity; neither 
gobel Fortune puft him up, nor bad de- 
preſs'd him; he never thought of Reveng- 
ing thoſe Afſronts he had received from his 
Rivals, but uſed his Power with Mo- 


deration, 
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The PREFACE. 
deration, ani returned Civilit x for On- 
kindneſs. 


He retired at the Revolulion freu 


Buſineſs, and gave himſelf wholly to the | 


Practice of Virtue ; he was advanc'd in 
Nears. and reſolv'd to devote theRemain- 


der of his Days to Eternity, I may die | 
ſoon (ſaid he) but cant live long; its 
Prudence therefore to manage cvery | 
Moment as the Jaſt, becauſe it may be | 
| ſo. He diſchirged his Debts immediate- | 
ly, ſaying, this was too preſſing and | ; 
too important a Buſineſs, to be truſted | 
to an Hours Integrity, that many ſuf- | 
fer in the next World for a Succeſſor's 


Neglect in this. 

One that lived ſo well, could not die 
ill ; for every Man's Death is a Copy of 
his Life, and exadly reſembles the Ori- 
ginal. In his laſt Sickneſs he ſbemed all 
the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Pie- 
ty of a Chriſtian ; he bore the Dolors o 
his Diſtemper not only with Patience, but 
Tranſport, and look'd Death in the Face 
with the ſame Undauntedneſs he often 
beheld the Enemy in Battel. Sir, (. ** 
| e 


Pie. 
ſen 


all 


rec. 
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he to his Nephew ſtanding) remember 

you are born to the ſame Fate, you 
may read your Deſtiny in mine; you 
e | will once be in the ſame Circumſtances 
you fee me; you know not when you 
- | muſt take the Jaſt Farewel of Life; 
e Death ſteals upon us like a Thief, and 
'5 | ſtrikes without Noiſe, without Warn- 
ing: Seeing therefore you are never ſe- 
Ce þ cure, be always prepared, leave no- 
e- þ thing to Chance or Hazard; a Surprize 
is poſſible, and (what is worſe) irrepa- 
rable. Never pretend to ſhow your Wit 
- | by diſputing Principles, nor think you 
r5F own your Reaſon moſt, when you leaſt 
| own your Faith. This is to place Wit 
in Folly, and Reaſon in Impiety. Pra- 
ice Virtue, this is your only Buſineſs, 
it will make you content in this World, 
and open a fair Proſpect of Felicity to 
the next, | 
His Words ſeem'd tipt with Fire, they 
prerced the Hearts of all that were pre- 
ſent, and warmed their Aﬀe@ions ; whilſt 
all mourned, he alone was joyful. In fine, 
recommending his Soul to the Mercy of 


his 


The PREFACE. 
his Redeemer, he gently expired, leaving 
behind a Pattern for 2 nt Imi ta- 


tion. Thus died Euſebius a Scholar, 


Soldier, and Courtier, and in all theſe 
States a Saint. 

Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, 
they may be Great and Good ; and that 
they may diſcharge themſelves with Glory 
of all the Offices of Society, without be- 
traying the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Gentleman Inſtructed, Mc. 
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ſebius to inſtruct him in the Duty of 
a Gentleman. 


Euſebius. Elcome Dear Neander: 
W hat fair Wind has 
blown me the Fa- 

your of ſo early a Viſit ? This is extraordi- 

nary. 


Neander. pray; Why ſo? my Buſineſs 


has been up and abroad, theſe two Hours; 


is it not high time to follow it? 

Euſ. Ay ! But our Town Sparks have 
ſomething of the Owl, they riſe at Night, 
and lie down in the Morning. They ob- 
ſerve a molt exact Symmetry in diſorder, 
and like Lobſters go backwards; iu a word, 

B they 


Neander a Young Gentleman deferes Eu- 
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they turn Nature Topſie-turvie, or read it 
backwards: Its Gentile and Modiſh to out- 
ſleep the Sun, and an Argument of Peaſantry 
to do like other Men. 

Near. I have left the College too lately 
to be acquainted with the Cuſtoms of the 
Town: I have not open'd the Ceremonial, 
nor peruſed the Ritual ala mode: Yet me- 
thinks, to turn Night into Day is an odd 
Metamorphoſis: Nature (ſure) never in. 
tended Eyes for Darkneſs: Gloe-worms 
indeed are obliged to Night, it ſets 'em off, 
and makes their faint Luſtre ſparkle witt 
more eclat. But why Men ſhould dote on 
Shades, and range in Obſcurity, I can't Di 
vine, unleſs they long to duel: with Poſts 
and try a Rubber at Loggerheads ; in ſhort 
its a Battiſh Humour, and jars with my Con 
ſtitution. | 

Euſ. For all that, you muſt take up wit 
Night; and be reconciPd to Darkneſs, i 
you intend to ſtand fair with our own Tow! 
Sparks; they are of the Family of Magar- 
true Sons of Night and Erebus. Light ſtrik 
too hard on their Eyes, it dazles 'em J 
Opium: It even works on the Brain and ſtu 
pifies; but then, towards the Evening the 
return to themſelves, and adjourn to the T. 
vern, and from thence ſally out upon th 
Watch, and manfully ſtorm Glaſswindow: 


I 
IC 


In fine, Their Buſineſs and Reaſon fleep 
ia the day and, riſe when Wiſe Men go to 
Bed | 


Now I ſuppoſe you intend to enter into 
the Confraternity, you'll not want molt kind 
Invitations : Theſe Blades lie on the Catch; 
and place Sentinels on Oxford. Road to give 


Notice when a Price draws near; that is, 


when a Gentleman leaves the College ; and 
then they fly to the Innocent Youth like Ea- 


gles to the Quarry ; they proffertheir Ser- 
vice, ad mire his Parts, Compliment him into 


Snares, wheedle him into Debauchery , 


Empty his Pockets, Wound his Soul, Stab 


his Reputation; and when they have Mar- 


| tyr'd his Innocence, and Imbezzeled his E- 


ſtate, kick him out of their Company, and 
ſo exit the Young Squire. 
Mean. A Man (I fee) muſt carry his Wits 


about him at London; he muſt ſtand on his 


Guard to preveat a Surprize, and ſuſpe& 
Friends, notto be over-reach'd by Enemies. 
Like the Lion he muſt ſleep with his Eyes o- 
pen : Well; a danger foreſeen is half avoid- 


Ted. Euſebius, | have been diſordered ſince 


my arrival, and thought laſt Night more 
Hours, than I ſlept Minutes. 


T Euſcb. What! Are you ſmitten ſo ſoon ? 


Some Female Beauty has (I ſuppole) ſtorm'd 


| your Heart, and Good-Nature has beat the 
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Chamade. The Articles are (no doubt) If 
drawn up and Signed; unleſs perchance a 
you reſolve to ſurrender at Diſcretion : But 1 
in good earneſt, Has Liberty given you a8. 
Surfeit? Has Freedom gall'd you? Will you Þ a] 
try how neatly you can dance in Fetters, 
and caper in Trammels? This is a Sample of 
Univerſity Breeding ; your Collegians are a 
pack of awkard Animals, full of Wit, but all 
without judgment to manage it; one would | w 
think they ſtudied not to grow Wiſe, but no 
Fools; to loſe their Reaſon, or to forget the i no 
Uſe of it. They no ſooner enter into the fea 
World, but, like Children, they chace e- na! 
very Butterfly, and run on the Spur to their Ino 
Ruin. Ah; Dear Neander! take Care; a 
precipitate Choice makes way for a long 
Repentance ; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love, 
time will quickly Fan 'em into a Flame; a 
green Wound is eaſily healed, but a feſtered 
One eads in a Gangreen. 

Nezn. Under Favour, you run riot on a 
falfe Conjecture. Iam not Heart-Sick, but 
Town-Sick. 

Euſeb. Town-Sick | This is, without per- 
adventure, an Outlandiſh Diſtemper ; there 
is not one Keceipe for it in our Lonaon Diſ- 
penſatory : However, the Diſeaſe is not dan- i 
gerous, for I find no mention of it in our 
Weekly Bills of Mortality; in what any | 

or 
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for God's Sake were you caſt? Surely you 
are of ſome more refined, more Celeſtial 
Temper, than other Gentlemen, without 


Senſe, without Paſſion ; in fine, all Angel; 


all Seraphin. 

Nean. Not ſo neither. 

Euſeb. What then? 

Nean. Why Sir? I am a Man, ſubject to 
all the Infirmities of Human Nature; but I 
would not willingly ſurrender my Reaſon, 
nor quit the Privilege of Nature; I would 
not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any 
earthly Pretenſion: In fine, I have no Incli- 
nation to go to Graſs with Nebuchadonotar ; 
nor to lie in the ſame Bed with Brutes. lam 
a Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian by Grace, 
and would neither debar my Reaſon, nor 
throw a Scandal upon my Profeſſion : In a 
Word, I'll ſave my Soul. 

Euſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee; 1 
vas juſt lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at 

{hens ) to find a Man in London. I thought 
Piety had taken leave of our Nation, -and 
hat Chriſtianity had flown over to the Con- 


inent ; but, God be thank'd, we have leſt 


among us one Man, and one Chriſtian ; ſo 
hat the whole Species is not extinct. We 
ive in a mad World, without Method, 
without Order; we ſeem to play at Croſs 
Queſtions ; Virtue and Vice have changed 

| B 2 Places, 
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Places, and almoſt Names, and even Wit is e 
confounded with Folly ; Reafon conſiſts no u 
more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of it. t. 
Gentlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, tl 
and draw Fame from Impiety ; the whole 
Buſineſs of Chriſtians lies in confuting their it 
Belief by. their Practice: Theſe monſtrous a 
Irregularities have (more than once) mo-B M 

ved me to ſuſpect, that the moſt Wiſe, and 
Thinking part of Mankind is coop'd up inf an 
Bedlam, whilſt Mad-men and Fools range a- or 
bout the Town in Coaches. iſr 
This Man whines away at a Srumpet' H 
Feet, his Eſtate, his Health, and his Soulf ba 
too; another drowns his Reaſon in Clareiſ is 
and Canary, he plays the Brute all the Week FM: 
and riſes a Man on Sunday Morning: A Thirdſ za 
delivers himſelf up to his Palate, and conqus 
demns his Wit to drudge for his Gluttony gan- 
he judges of Meats by the Price, not by thq w. 
Taſt; and thoſe only regale his AppetitegIs 2 
that drain his Purſe; his Study is to provoke * 
Hunger, not to lay it, and ſeldom riſes fron 
the Table, till a Surfeit forces him to call forſbeſ 
a Baſon. | my 
A Fourth has perchance received the Liefvy 
and in a Huff bauts out for Satisfaction, (i. e. Nn. 
a Stab; the Stage is prepared, and up thqpel: 
Hefors jump with drawn Swords, (like thqpls 
Roman Slaves) to give Diverſion to the Spepn 
- Qators 
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ctators: If this be not Folly and Madneſs 
without Maſque or Diſguiſe, pray give me 
their Definition; its hard to determine whe- 
ther this Conduct be a fitter Object for He- 
raclitus's Tears, or Democrituss Laughter; 


its a Compound of Farce and Tragedy, but 


a 42 of Folly runs throughout the whole 
Maſs. | | 
Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, 
and is juſt regarded as mnch. Methinks 
our Worſhip ſmells ſomething of Pagan- 
iſm, for we adore God (as the Heathens did 
Hercules) with Showers of Stones and Brick- 
bats, (Viz.) of Oaths and Blaſphemies ; this 
is the only Homage we think fit to pay our 
Maker; and indeed it is a kind of Recogni- 
zance, and is ſo far commendable, as it puts 


us in Mind there is ſuch a thing to believe in, 


and to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Now 
why we ſhould be ſo ſparing of our Prayers 
is a hard Queſtion. 


Some may perchance imagine the Poſture 


—— — — — — 


111 forfbeſides, its an uneaſie Figure, and argues 


much Want or great Covetouſneſs, two hea- 
Lie Imputations for a Gentleman; moreover, 
(i. e. Kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and Baſe- 


p thepels ; for I was once told, that a Yeoman on 
ke thÞIs Legs was taller and greater than a Prince 
e Spepn his Knees: This is a rough Draught of 
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our Town Wit and Religion, without one | 


daſh of Satyr or Hyperbole : They are both 
at a low Ebb, and God knows when the Tide 


will turn. Neander, ſtand on your Guard, 
and look to your Conſcience, as well as to 
your Purſe ; for I aſſure you, the one is in 
Jeſs Danger than the other; unleſs you carry | 
a watchful Eye over your Thoughts and A- 


Ctions, you will fall into Snares that are laid 
to entrap Innocence. 

NMeand. However, Surely God has not ti- 
ed up our Duty to Impoſlibilities ; he tells 
us, his Yoke is eaſie and his Burthen light; 
and then aſſures us by the Mouth of his Apo- 
ſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſt 
to the Temptation; we may therefore diſ- 
charge our ſelves of all the Offices of Lite 
and Converſation, without overlooking the 
Duty of a Chriſtian ; for certainly God ne- 
ver framed our Tongue for Silence, nor our 
Reaſon for Solitude; we may handle 'em both 
right, as well as wrong, and employ em to 
a good Uſe, no leſs than to an ill one. I hope 
there is no neceſſity of ſailing into Egypt, and 
of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebax, 
nor of running ito a Convent, or of receiving 
Holy Orders at Rome; for though theſe Good 
Fathers may walk pretty ſecurely to Heaven, 
yet I underſtand they make the Voyage a- 
lone: Now I feel no Charms in Celibacy; 


and | 
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32nd beſides, they are by Law diſſeized not 


only of their Birthright, but even of the Be- 
nefit of the Clergy ; ſo that they can claim 


no Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Pro- 
perty but the Gallows. I have no Inclinati- 
in on to fling up my Eſtate, and as little to lay 
it at the Mercy of Greedy Favourites; nor to 


fly to Heaven by the way of Tiburn : I would 


not withdraw from Society, nor for ſwear 
Company, nor (like old Timon) disband from 
my own Species. 

Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God condemns 


Ius not, as Pharaob, to the Drudgery of ma- 


kingBricks without furniſhing us withMateri- 
als; he proportions his Grace to our Wants, 
and never commands us to fight on unequal 
Terms; the Advantage lies on our ſide, and 
if we give ourAdverſary the higher Ground, 
our Defeat muſt lie at our own Door; we 
may be over- come, but can't be over-power- 
ed; our Cowardiſe gives Temptation the 
day, not our Weakneſs. 

Beſides, Virtue is not confin'd to Place 
or Condition; it may be practiſed in Towns 


as well as in Deſarts; and no leſs by Cour- 


tiers, than Peaſants: nay it ſhines (methiaks) 


in a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 


with Pomp and Majeſty ; for what can even 
Fancy paint more Charming and more Glo- 


:[rious, than Grandees neither abject in Ad- 
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able in Viciflitndes, and conſtant in all the 
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verfity, nor inſolent in Proſperity ; thanþt 


Courtiers peaceable in the noiſe of Affairs mM 
Temperate in the midſt of Exceſs, unchange- A 


turns of Fortune; untainted with Luſts 
compofed in Tumults, and ſmiling at al 
thoſe things, that are either expected © 
feared by others; than Men who have thq at 
Power to do what they will, and the Wilf af 
to do nothing but what is juſt and reaſonay 0' 
ble? This is no Platonick but a Chriſtian &/ 
Virtue; it is not only found in Fiction and; cl 
Romance, but has been commended to Pray 2! 
Rice ; it has appeared more than once oi le 
our Horixon, ſupported bY Dignity, and wait] g 
ed on by all the Magnificence of Power and E 
Royalty : You may therefore hold your E ſe 
ſtate without flinging up your Title to HeaJ 4 
ven. 
MNiean. Indeed had Providence cut off my © 
Claim to Heaven, when it entruſted me wit 
a Lordſhip, I ſhould have been no Gainer by 
the Bleſſing ; notwithſtanding though Virtue 
be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 

mall, without Queſtion, be miferable : Let 
me therefore deſire you to favour me wit 
ſome Rules, by which | may ſhape myCourſe 
you have ſtemm'd the Tides of Youth, ant 
heat back Temptation with Courage anc 
Succeſs; theſe Waves that have paſt by == 

| ru 
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raſh on me; ſo that the Danger is certain»: 
my Eſcape doubtful. I fling my ſelf into your 
Arms. I have at leaſt learnt the firſt Leſſon 
Jof Prudence, viz. To ſubmit to the Advice 
Jof thoſe whom Age and Experience have 
EF ſufficiently inſtructed. 
Nean. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet 1 
am not (God be thank'd) aſnam'd to live, or 
il afraid to die; I neither contemn Life, nor 
overvalue it; and therefore expect my quietus 


ia eſt with Patience, and will welcome my Diſ- 


charge. Ihave withdrawn from the Hurry 
and Tumult of worldly Affairs, and now 
lead a Retired, but not an Ignoble Life: L 
it gave my laſt Farewel to the Court, not by 
| Force, but Choice; and indeed, it de- 
ſerves no Thought but of Contempt. I have 
| taſted of Bad Fortune, and of Good; 
but never placed my Happineſs in the 
4 one, or my Miſery in the other; 

nor have I entred into the World like 
Ja Mute, merely to fill the Stage, No, I 
once made no contemptible Figure by my 

Prince's Benevolence, and though in the con-- 
| fuſion of the Government, I fell from my. 
Poſt, I carried off my Honeſty in Triumph, 
and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my-Loyalty ; 
yet, God be prais'd, I am not brought to- 
the Basket; though I had rather live on 
Charity than Rapine, and wou d ſooner earn- 


my 
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my Bread by the Sweat of my Brow, than 
of my Conſcience. In my Retirement, 1 
have had occaſion to ſtudy Things, and to 
reflect on Men, and have made Obſervations 
on both, ſg that I am not quite unprovided 
of thoſe Qualities the Office you impoſe up- 
on me requires: Il therefore take the Li- 
berty to counſel you as a Friend, not as a 
Maſter; let us retire into my Cloſet. 


2 — 


DIALOGUE u. 


Euſebius iuſtrucs Neander i the Duty 
of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. Ou muſt act two Parts; of a 

| Gentleman, and of a Chriſtian: 
We'll diſcourſe of the latter at our next 
Meeting, and at preſent only touch the for- 
mer. Some. Gentlemen keep up to their 
Character without the adventagiousHelps of 
Precepts, or Education; you may read 
their Birth on their Faces; their Gate and 
Mein tell their Quality ; they both Charm 
and Awe, and at the ſame time flaſh Love 
and Reverence ; their Extraction glitters 
under all Diſguiſes ; it ſparkles in Sackcloth, 
and breaks through all the Clouds of Pover- 


ty 
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ty and Misfortune ; there is a je ne ſcay quoy 
in their whole Demeanour, that tears off 
the Vizor, and diſcovers Nobility though it 
ſculks incognito; they are reſerved without 
Pride ; and familiar without Meanneſs ; they 


time their Behaviour to Circumſtances, and 


know when to ſtand on tip-toe, and when 
to ſtoop : In fine, their moſt trivial Acti- 
= are Great, and their Diſcourſe is No- 


Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to 
ſhame Quality; one would ſwear Nature in- 
tended to frame em for the Dray, and 
Chance flung em into the World with an 
Eſeutcheon : They are all of a piece, Clown 
without, and Coxcomb within; and ſo like 
Foplingtons are graced with Titles to play the 
Ape by Patent: Theſe of the firſt Claſſe need 


Ino Precepts, and thoſe of the Second de- 


ſerve none; however, Counſel may be uſe- 
ful to others; for Behaviour is acquired 
like other Arts, by Study and Application. 


I. ä 
To begin the Part of a Gentleman, per- 

ſwade your ſelf, its your Duty, and Intereſt 
to act it well; for whoſoever looks upon it 
as a matter of ſmall Concern will come off 
with Diſeſteem ; he will follow the Bent of 
Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of In- 
clination, 
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clination, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for 
who will balk Humour, or fence againſt ill 
Cuſtoms for nothing ? This I take to be the 
Reaſon, why ſo many in Converſation fall 
below their Station ; they fancy a Title ſup- 


ported with Means, places 'em in a Region] 


above the Niceties of Breeding; that a Sir 
gilds the moſt unbeſeeming Behaviour, and 
a Coronet dignifies Ruſticity ; but this is a 
miſtake ; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the 
Crowd, ſo they lie more open to View and 

Cenſure: For Actions are not rated by Men, 


but Men by Actions; and if theſe ſmell off 


the Clown, or ſute with the Peaſant, Right 
Worſhipful muſt be content with thoſe Titles; 
for the Mob knows well enough, that Gen- 
tlemen can claim no Reſpect from Nature: 
they are all of the ſame Matter, and the Soul 
of a Lazarus is of as refined a Metal as that 
of Dives; and therefore, if they ſee no ad- 
vantage, on Quality's fide, but a Coach and 
Six; they beapt to think themſelves as good 
Men as their Maſters, though not ſo Rich; 
and that they are beholden more to Chance 
or Injuſtice for their Fortune, than to Me 
Tit. 


II. 

Let not your Family be the Subject of 
your Diſcourſe, nor fling the Regiſters ol 
your 
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yourGenealogy on the Table before all Com- 
pany ; this Topick is both Fulſom and Un- 
gentile; its a ſhrewd Argument you are big 


of Conceit, and more obliged to your An- 


ceſtors for your Blood, than for your Wit ; 


though your Great Grandfather rode Ad- 


miral at Sea with 2000. per annum, if he has 
left Poſterity no other Mark of his Great- 
neſs, but his Vices, I ſhall rank him among 
the moſt wretched Creatures that ever brea- 
thed ; ſeeing the height of his Station only 


Tais'd him above the Vulgar to proclaim his 
| Shame, and render his Infamy more perſpi- 


cuous; its a Madneſs to take the meaſure 
of our Deſerts by the parts of our Forefa- 
thers, their Perſonal Worth adds not one 
Hairs breadth to our Stature : We may en- 
ter upon their Eſtates, and perchance upon 
thei r Titl&, but not upon their Virtues; 
theſe are neitherentailed on the Family, 
nor alienable by any Deed of Convey- 
ance. 

Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the 
Dead, may fall upon the Stench inſtead of 
Perfumes; for after Enquiry, who knows 
but you may find the Source of your Nobili- 
ty tainted with Treaſon, and that the very 
Title you bear is the price of Diſloyalty ? 


Now though according to the Proverb, 
| Thoſe Children are happy whoſe Parents are in 


Hell; 
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Hell; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not boaſt 
of the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Fa- IIe 
— is miſerable: Let your Anceſtors there- In 
ore ſleep in their Graves, and be not ſo If 
fooliſh as to diſturb em by your Vanity; a- Ir 
dopt their Virtues by Imitation and Pra- Id 
ctice; but have a care of their Vices. I ho- Iv 
nour Nobility ſet off with Merit, but when |; 
he has no other Prop than Money and Patent; ec 
I always compare it to thoſe proud Temples Ihe 
of Egypr, that under Gilt Frontispieces, and Ii 
Azur'd Vaults, lodged nothing but Statues I th 
of Rats and Crocodiles. I value more an In- Ipo 
nocent Ploughman, than a Vicious Prince; o 
and prefer his Nobility who has built a great 40 
Fortune, upon Worth and Virtue, before N 
his, who by Succeſſion receives one. 


III. i 

As its ungentile to boaſt of our Family, 
fo its no leſs Mean and Childiſh to ſpend 
Rhetorick on our Performances. If your 
Prince and Country honour you with a high 
Employment, either in the Camp or the 
Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt with | 
Reputation: deſerve Panegyricks, but play 
not the Orator your ſelf ; though you are as 
Eloquent as Tuly, you'll only labour to ſpoi] 
a good Subject, and whilſt you vainly ſet off þj 
your own Feats, you'll meet with * | 
ut 


aſt 


A- 
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but Shame and Infamy. N. N. was an excel - 
lent Souldier, he fear d nothing but Fear; 
he choſe always the Van, and was often the 
firſt Man on the Breach; all admir'd his Cou- 
rage, and prais'd- it; and even thoſe who 
diſapproved his Conduct, did Juſtice to his 
Valour; but this Gentleman loſt at Table, 
the Glory he had won in the Field, and talk- 
ed away in his Winter Quarters the Honour 
he had purchaſed the whole Campaign. I 
did this, ſaid he, at the Siege of R, and this at 
the Battle of *; had I not ſeized on ſuch a 
Poſt at * *, the Army had been in Danger - 


One would have thought all the Generals and 


Soldiers had been in Garriſon, and that N. 
N. with his ſmall Brigade alone, defeated 
the Deſigns of the French. This overgrown 
Vanity coſt him dear; for inſtead of Suri 

the Reputation of a General, he went o 
with that of a Fop, and all concluded he was 
too ambitious of Praiſe to deſerve any. Your 
deep Rivers move with a ſilent Majeſty, 
ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and 
umult among Pebles. The great Marſhal 
le Tuvene never ſpoke of himſelf, but forc'd, 
and even then, with Modeſty : And though 
he King was wholly indebted to the wiſe 
onduct of this Gallant Man for many Victo- 
ies, yet he never ſaid ſo : No, he wou'd 
zy Miſcarriages at his own Door, and we 
ceſs 


— 
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ceſs at that of his Officers and Soldiers; thisfc: 
made him appear great even in his Over - Avi 
throw, and generally his Moderation was 
more glorious to him than Victory. Imi- 
tate the Silence of this Hero, not the noiſie 
Impertinence of Fools; carry off the Satis- 
faction of great Actions, and let others go 
with the Honour of praiſing em, and let 
People rather learn your Atchivements at the 
Stationers, than at your Table. 


IV. 

Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths, and Im- 
precations : It's an ungentile Dialect, as wellſtio 
as unchriſtian, and claſhes both with the 
Rules of Breeding, and of the Goſpel. Cu-JT! 
ſtom indeed has made 'em faſhionable, but an 
neither civil nor lawful ; For Vice can ne- lof 
ver plead Preſcription. I know it lies un-[H; 
der the Protection of Number and Quality; Ith 
but Ill things have no right to SanQuuary :Þa 
Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be permit-[th 
ted to encreaſe? Shall the Number of Felonsſcu 
plead for Pardon? No, no, the Cuſtomari-[m! 
neſs of Ill things makes em worſe ; and the 
more they moſt be diſcountenanced, and[he 
taught Diſcipline. In a Word, whatever[m 
jars withReligion,and cuts upon goodBreed-[bee 
ing, is below a Gentleman: And thereforellts 
in Spight of Example and Practice, I muſtItic 
| caution 
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thiscaution you againſt ſome parts of Engliſh Ci- 
ver · Jrility; for though they go for Content in the 
was ENgliſb Dominions, they'll not bear the Teſts 
Imi-fof other Nations. | 
oiſie] For Example, Damn ye, ſays one, I am 
atis- lad to fee jon: Is not this a quaint Salutati- 
s gofjon? Firſt to pack me away to Hell? and 
1 letthen to proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo con- 
ttheJveniently lodg'd ? What Proviſion will theſe 
Blades make for. their Enemies, if they 
place their Friends ſo untowardly ? Cer- 
tainly, they- fancy Hell is a fine Seat, and 
Im- that the Damned are in a fair way of Promo- 
wellſtion ? ET 
the] Damn ye Dog how doſt doe? crys another: 
Cu-JThis feat Compliment implies Damnation 
, butland Transformation too: Its a Compound 
1 ne-Jof Curſe and Raillery. I am plunged into 
un- Hell, daſht out of the Liſt of Rationals, and 
lity ;Jthea with a Tannt ask't how I do. Why ? 
zary :Ja Man in Fire and Brimſtone is not altoge- 
mit- ther at his Eaſe, and a reaſonable Creature 
elons|curſt into a Dog not very fond of the Meta- 
mari-Jmorphoſis. 
d the} A third very gentilely accoſts a Friend 
andſhe has not perchance ſeen of a twelve- 
teverſmonth, Ye Son of a Whore where have you 
reed- been? This is an Engliſh Addreſs to a Title: 
eforeſlts a kind of Staple Commodity of the Na- 
muſtſtion, and like our Wool mult not be tranſ- 
ution ported 
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ted under Pain of Confiſcation : But Pin g 
urely we need not lay ſo ſevere an Embargo Þſpo] 
on the Ware, for its ten to one *twill never ECyr 
find Vent in any other Nation on this ſide of Þto / 
the Canaries ; a handful of Dirt well applied 
is as civil a Compliment, though not quite 
fo cleanly. Son of a Whore! There is abun- 
dance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, but not 
a grain of Breeding : Unleſs you meaſure 
Behaviour by the Diale& of Billingſgate and 
the Bear-Garden, Certainly theſe Geatle- 
en are no Admirers of Charity ; why elſe 
lo they dignifie Whoredom ? For Where 
ſtands for a Mark of Quality, a diſtinguiſh- Nin 
ing Character; otherwiſe the Salutation 
would appear courſe and homely; but by 
their Leave, few are in Love with Creſs- 
bars; and to be Brother to a By- blow, is to 
be a Baſtard once removed. 
I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſ- 
ſions, and waſh over their Foulneſs with 
fair Pretences. Damn ye (ſays one) and 
Son of Whore ſtand merely for Cyphers, or on- 
ly ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make 
the Expreſſion more bluſtering ; I confeſs 
Whore and Damnation are near of kin; and 
often 7 together; But for all that, tlie Silli- | W 
neſs of the Excuſe can't ſtifle the monſtrous ſies, 


Incivilty of the Compliment; for though Fules 
it ſignifies nothing to him who receives it, ty o 
in 
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it in good time it will ſignifie much to him that 
'0 ſpoke it: For tho? a Frieud may let ſuch 
er Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put em | 
of to Account; and though they ſtand for Cy- 
d bers in England, they may purchaſe eternal 0 
te FTorments in Hell. | 
n- They are, ſays another, Marks of Englſh 
ot Familiarity, pure Sallies of Kindneſs and 
re Pemonſtrations of Friendſhip. No doubt, 
ad to deliver over to Satan, an old Acquain- 
e- tance, without asking his Conſent to the 
ſe Nonveyance, is Freedom with a Vengeance; 
77e but at which End of the Compliment is his 
h- kindneſs ? In ſhort, Neander, ſuch expreſ- \ 
on ions grate the Organ, and turn the very '| 
by Faculty of Hearing into aBurthen ; they are | 
5 Sh Symptoms of a a lewd Inclination and 
ff a depraved Complection; for when the 
rreath ſmells rank, the Stomach is infected. 
eſ-· In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of Civi- 
ith ſity, its a a Ruſtick Cant, an uncreditable 
nd Pialect; nor is the whole Poſſe of Bullies a- 
on- le to ennoble it. 


els T. 


li-] When Civility obliges you to viſit La- 
tes, pray keep your Compliments to the 
ules of Chriſtianity; there is no Neceſ- 
ty of laying Religioa at the Door with 
your 
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your Goloſhoes, nor of denying God when an 
you entertain her Ladyſhip : For certainly the 
Breeding is not incompatible with Religion as 
and a Man may make an Addreſs alamodi 
without apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity : Yet 
though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be 
diſallowed of, we may adore Ladies withÞ 
out the Breach of a Statute, and commit [ 
dolatry not only without Reproof, but efjand 
ven without Sin: One ſwears, Heaven ſis n 
in his Smiles, and Hell in his Frowns, A ſeymer 
cond ſtiles her Saint; tho? perchance her Lag ceal 
dyſhip is more ſtockt with Beauty than Pie 
ty, and her Face better provided with Gract 
than her Soul: A third enlarges her Perf: 
Qtions ; he ranks her among the Angels 
and to compleat the Folly with Blaſphemy, they 
fourth deifies her: Theſe Pagan Complifme e 
ments are the Standard of Courtſhip, t 
Scale of Ceremony, and the Meaſure of good « 
Breeding. But after all, Practice can nev41Ck. 
blanch over the Foulneſs of theſe daring Eyto 

preſſions ; every Syllable breaths Fren our 
and Blaſphemy ; nor is there any way to afbere 
quit theſe raving Platonicks of a Crime, bÞeir 
by ſuppoſing 'em unreaſonable. A few Pinto: 
ples handſomely ſprinkled would very effm © 
caciouſly diſlodge the Angel, as perchannean, 
her Lewdneſs has baniſh'd the Saint; andfency 


few ſmall Pox would chequer her Divinitpto R 
ag 001 : 


— — OO 


— 
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en and tumble the Goddeſs into a Monſter ; and 
ly then Hell might as well perch on her Smiles, 
nas on her Frowns. But Rallery apart, tho? 
de we fling Impiety out of the Queſtion, ſuch 
el Addreſſes are plain Satyr, and invective on 
xÞthe Sex: For they ſuppoſe Women either 
th extravagantly proud or ſuperlatively filly ; 
t [now the very Suppoſition is both ungentile 
t e and ſcandalous. I am ſenſible indeed the Sex 
is no Enemy to Hyperbole in Courtſhip; Wo- 
men are more fond of theſe Glaſſes that con- 
eal Diſproportions, than of thoſe that re- 
preſent *em ; they can't well diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Flattery and Merit, and as they ea- | 
zerly deſire theſe PerfeQions that are proper | 
el; their Sex, ſo they eaſily are perſwaded [ 
y, They poſſeſs em; for we ſoon believe, what | 


— 


np. ve earneſtly deſire: So hence it is, that they 
thake a pleaſing Rallery for a ſerious Truth, 
gocpnd even ſometimes a Lampoon for a Panegy- f 
1eveick; but then an ungrateful Truth puts em 4 
J Eg2to a Ferment; it rufles their good Hu- | 
renhour, and ſours their Blood. Something | 
to alberefore may be allowed to Cuſtom and L 
e, b heir Conſtitution; flatter their Ladyſhips - by 
'Pinfato an even Temper, rather than reaſon | | 
| 


eſfem out of it, provided you keep within a 
hanmean, and ſtep not beyond the Bounds of De- 
andfency ; but to break into Flights of Impiety, 


inithto Raptures of Blaſphemy, is to play the 
ag90l and the Atheiſt. VI. 


— — — 
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VI. 
Gentlemen have ſo much time on their 
Hands that they know not how to ſpend it; 
its a Burthen and a Charge, and ſo like Pro- 
digals they rather fling it away than take] 
Pains to improve it. I counſel you therefore 
to ſet aſide ſome Hours for Reading; its a 
handſome Diverſion, and conveys Profit 
through Pleaſure ; the Intelle& is a grateful 
Soil; but then like a Field it requires ma- 
nuring. By Reading you- join paſt Ages to 
the preſent, you Travel into Aſia, Africa 
and America without expence, without dan- 
er, nay without walking out of your Clo- 
et. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupifie than 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dul 
the Appetite, they are often brutal, and ſel 
dom innocent; but thoſe of the UnderſtandÞ# 
ing ſhine brighter, they are of a more refined 
Metal, free from Droſs and void of Repen 
tance; they extend the Faculty, and rendeſ 
it more rational; they rather whet Defir: 
than glut it, and ſcrew up Man's topping 
Prerogative, Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitc 
A Gentleman furniſh'd with Reading, cal 
never be at a Loſs to ſet on foot, and carr) 
on a handſome Converſation ; he is alway 
well ſtockt, and carries his Proviſions abougace ; 
him ; whereas others are forc'd to fetch MatÞ anc 
te 
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er from the Kennel or the Stable, and too 
00 often from the Stews; their Diſcourſe is 
a Compound of Smut and Rallery, enlivened 
always with Fooleries, and ſometimes ſea- 
o-Ioned with Oaths and Blaſphemies : Non- 
kel ſenſe, in fine, though not the moſt credita- 
Trefible, is the moſt innocent and leſs blamable 
$s aRogredient. Good God! how often have [ 
fit oſt Patience, and fretted away good Hu- 
faifMmour in the Company of Gentlemen of fair 
na-{ſtates, and of noble Extraction; methoughr 


 tofſthey had ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip under 


rooms or Dog- boys; they eternally gra- 
Jed my Ears with Honnds and Horſes, and 
Proke out into ſuch clamorous Tumults, as 
t they had been drawing up the Grievances 
f the Nation, or pelting the Prerogative; 
et after all, the Qneſtion was only, whe- 
inder Pufs or Light. foot got the better laſt 
nedfrhace. Racing and Hunting are indeed lau- 
able Recreations; and upon Occaſions may 
diſcourſt of; but then, to harp perpe- 
Pally upon theſe Creatures, is an infallible 
inÞreument their Thoughts are mean, and too 
eak wing'd to ſoar above the Beaſt. Some 
caifears ago I took a Turn beyond the Seas, and 
arrſſade a conſiderable Stay in thoſe Parts: At 
ayPy Return, I gave a Viſit to an old Acquain- 
bouace; a Man of Character, of Eſtate, of 
atÞ ancient Family, and Pepury Liewenant of 
te a County; 


— — 
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County; he was at Table; a Hawking-Bag 
hung on the left ſide, and a Bumpkin guardedÞ ve 
the right ; his Hat, Coat and Wigg were all lec 
of a piece, more fit for a Scare-· Crom than i tr) 
Deputy; his Memory was as ſhort as his Wigg;Þ cop 
for ſome Years Abſence had wiped out out up- 
Acquaintance; he knew me not, and in.] hal 
deed, I was no leſs puzzled to find my Friend Re 
under fo ſlovenly a Diſguiſe : However, a me 
length we renewed our old Species, and Oh 
then he very warmly embrac'd me with thi hur 
Salutation; Euſebius, by God I am glad to ſuſ ted 
thee: expected he would follow this quain 
Compliment with an Enquiry into my Health 
or ſatisfied his Curioſity with a Rehearſal o 
my Travels; that he would ask in what Pc 
ſture I left our Allies; whether they mad was 
Preparations for the Siege of Namur, oi and 
Monſieur for that of Maeſtricht; whetheſ | 
Prince Eugene entered Cremona with greateſ diſc 
Glory, or left it with greater Infamy; whey The 
ther Fribergen did better to receive a Sta 
from Mahony, than quarter; CT W hether thi 
brave Baron died like a Fool or a Hero: l 
fine, what Advantage the Imperialiſts got bj 
the Victory at Luzzara; or whether the Proj Atm 
fit would ballance the Expence of Powdeſ man 
and Shot, laid out in the Empire on thj#nd 
Thagkigiving-Day. 


Nog 
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ap No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never tra- 
IcdÞ velled ſo far; he had confined his Know- 
al ledge within the Bounds of his own Coun- 
ini try; all the reſt of the World was Terra in- 
gg cogmta to his Worſhip : Ne fell immediately 
upon the Excellency of Tobacco; and then 
J halled me to the Stable, that I may pay my 
end Reſpect to Bobtail; and in the way honoured 

a me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. 
Oh! ſaid I to my ſelf, had this Lieutenant 
x hunted leſs, and read more; had he cultiva- 
ted his Underſtanding, and let a Field or 
two lie fallow, he might have been Company 
for Men : But alas he was the Darling of the 
family; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he 
ſhould have been at School and Abroad; 
$ was made a Man at Fifteen, to be a Child 
and Coxcomb at Threeſcore. 

I would not have you upon all Occafions 
Idiſcourſe in Syllogiſm, nor deliver your 
Thoughts in Mood and Figure : Such Philo- 
ſophical Cant ſutes better with a Pedant, than 
Ja Gentleman; and may pals in the School, 
: but not in the Parlow. Neither preſs upon 
Company a Vacuum, nor Mr. Boyle's Pon dus 
Atmoſphæræ; a civil Converſation may be 
managed handſomely in either Hyporheſir 
gand I conceive Diſcourſe proſper'd no leſs in 
the Days of good old Materia mn, than 
in the Reign of des Cartes's Third Element. 

| C 2 You 
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You may alſo let the Grand Mecul fit F 
quietly at Agra, and Preſter Fohn in Frhiopia 
few Gentlemens Knowledge Travels ſo far 
from Home. France, Spain and Italy lie 
more conveniently ; belides Claret, Malago, 
and Flasks of Florence have given us ſome No- 
tions of thoſe Kingdoms. 

Time your Subject; Good things ſpoke 
| out of Seaſon, loſe their Value. I would 
not harangue a Lady in Greek, nor a Coun- 
try Vicar in Hebrew : For alas, her Learn- 
| ing goes vot beyond French, nor his above 
f Latin: Diſcourſe muſt be adapted to the 10 
| Company; and it takes more when it natu- 
| rally flides in, than when drawn in by Head the 
and Shoulders. In a Word, Nrander, en-; 


rich your Underſtanding by the Knowledge ſeld 
of things that become your Quality; and of! 
. when you ate doubly equip't, (I mean with * 


a fair Eſtate, and a good Fund of Learning) I Ani 
what can you deſire more, but an ordinary land 
Stock of Prudence tu lay them out at Ad- and 
| vantage ? wi to a 
| Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons = 
þ above your Rank, nor with thoſe that areſthor 
below itz that will endanger your Eſtate, ſto m 
this your Breeding, A Man of 1000 Pound N a 
per Arnum, can't long, keep Pace with one offem 
Tea thouſand ; he'll infallibly lag, and jade here 
= CS by owa 
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by the way; and perchance be forc't to take 
in at the next Jayi: Or, if in time he re- 
ſolve to foreſtal his Ruin, he muſt faſt out 
the Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a long 
ent; he muſt ſtint himſelf to a ſhort Pit- 
IJ rance, and lop off a Branch to ſecure the 
| Stock: For Eſtate-Wounds feſter into a 
Gangrene, and nothing but the Saw or Seer- 
ing- Iron can ſtop the Infection. 

n- But on the other ſide, to herd with Pea- 


ve] fants is a kind of voluntary Degradation; 
he its to break your Eſcarcheon, and to com- 
= mence Yeoman. Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe (like 


the Plague ) eaſily caught by Converſation ; 
its a Colour that takes on any Subject, and 
ge ſeldom wears off: Why then ſhall a Perſon 
of Honour forfeit his Patent without Trea- 
ſon? Clowns are a ſort of encroaching 
Animals: give an Inch, they'll take an El), 
and repay your Familiarity with Contempt 
and Outrage: If you intend to oblige em 
to a Diſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, 


ons make em Companions, they'll uſurp the Au- 
areſthority of Maſters; for they want Prudence 
te, to manage a Familiarity, but not Impudence 
und ſto abuſe it: But take Care not to Brow- beat 
e of em, nor pretend to keep 'em under too ſe- 
ade ſyere Diſcipline; for the moſt deſpicable and 
byowardly Creatures, if forc't, will turn and 
fly in your Face. C 3 VIII. 


nor ſet 'em on equal Ground; if once you _- 


: 
j 
; 


come, and reflect you poſſeſs Lands, not 
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VIII. In 

Some Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and Þ tf) 
nice, that they look on Buſineſs as a thing Ci. 
below their Level: No, they'll not look on] {00 
their Accounts, though their Eſtate lies in] the 
an Agony; as it there were no Difference Or 
between Prudence and Trading. But certain- 
ly Wiſdom jars not with Ouality; and I Kir 
hope, one may be a good Husband without | Qn 
turning Clown: Its no Branch of a Gentle- #4 
man's Prerogative to be bubled out of Houſe 
and Home. When Expences run high, fore 
is it not fit at leaſt to provide againſt Fraud for 
and Circumvention ? Prodigaliry on the one doe 
ide, and Fraud on the other will ſoon drain Aſh 
an Eſtate to the Lees. Do not therefore al Hof 
by Deputy : To truſt a Steward too much, Beg 
is to expoſe his Vertue. Honeſty is not al- tanc 
ways Proof againſt Temptation; Men often B 
cheat without Scruple, when they can do it dre 


without Fear. Remember, that Nobilityf mor 


ſtript of Means, makes no gentile Figure; (like 
it can't ſtand without golden Supporters: 
Model therefore your Expences by your In- but « 


Mines; two thouſand expended and one re- 


ceived will not ballance Accounts at theft a 
Year's End : If you are wile live on the Crop, 44: 
not on the Land; convey not a aryl * 

Fs Londs 
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London in a Bill of Exchange, nor carry Acres 


not 


re- 
thelto a real Story. 


-OP, 
fc 


2000 


in your Pocket; they thrive well in Coun- 
try Air, but fall into Conſumptions and He- 
cticks at Mhite-Hall and Groomporters, and 
ſoon expire; and then you muſt run upon 
the Common, or live on Charity or Courteſy; 


or Chamelion like, on the Air, unleſs you 
had rather turn Knight Errant on the 
King's high Way, or take up your 
Quarters at Tyburn. Believe me, MNe- 
ander, Poverty 1s unfaſhionable in ovr Days, 
and Dependance uneaſy ; take Care there- 
fore of the main Chance, lay by a Reſerve 
for Age and Accidents: A new Lordſhip 
does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the 
Aſhes of the old: No, when it is gone, 
Hope follows it ; nothing remains but 
Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair, and Repen- 
tance. | 

Be neither Covetous nor Profuſe ; Extreams 
are vicious; that ſeems leſs gentile, and this 
more fooliſh. I hate to ſee a Gentleman 


Alike a Snail) draw in his Figure to fave his 


Parſe, and not only want the Conveniences, 


but even the Neceſſaries of Life in the Face 


of Abundance : This is almoſt to antedate 
Miſery, and to turn the Fable of Tantalus in- 
would no more truſt ſuch 
a Miſer, than a Foot- Pad or a Cut-Purſe ; he 
who loves Money more than himſelf, will 


C. 4 infallibly 
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infallibly rate it above Honeſty, and he“ 
ſtretch a Point, and unlooſe Conſcience 
when Opportunity opens any Proſpe c of 
Gain: For to a Miſer Knavery and Couze- 
rage are unqueſtionable Axioms, and ought 
to be ſuppoſed as a Poftulatym : In a Word, 
its a baſe Employment to lie on Earth, and to 
ſtand Sentinel to Intereſt ; I would neither 
fawn on Money for Money's Sake; nor duck 
and drake it away for a Frolick : No, | would 
not part with my Liberty for a Spaniſh Flota, 
nor with a Shilling for a good Morrow ; that 
would be to overvalue Slavery ; and this to 
under-rate Silver. 

Let your Equipage run even with your 
Porſe and Quality. Starve not your ſelf to 


feed Lacqueys; nor give em a Coach (as N. It 


. did) to fave their Liveries. Handſome 
Regales ſometimes, buoy up Credit, cheriſh 
Friendſhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breath Lite 


and Spirit into Converſation ; though they] 


ſink your Purſe, they do not drain it; at 
leaſt you'll receive Credit for your Mo- 
ney. 


IX. 


A continual Application to Buſineſs works 
upon the Brain, it exhauſts the Spirits, and 


undermines Health: Nature muſt not be runÞtri 


dowa, allow it time to breath ; if you areÞ 


always 
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I met once Sir N. N, an old Acquain- on 
tance; Whither ſo faſt (ſaid I) old Friend? the 
1 am, replied he, on an Expedition; you 
are methinks (anſwered I again} too crazy 
for a Winter Campagne, and too old to turnſj®? 
Marodeur, or Partizan : Nay, (aid he) my 
Buſineſs lies within Doors: In ſhort, I am 
bound for St. Fame-s, where I intend to fling TT. 
away a hundred Guinneys. To fling away aff brit 
a hundred Guinneys; ſaid I. Prethee if you 
are overcharged with Coin, favour me with 
the Burthen ; you 'I play the Fool at leaf: the 
with a better Grace, and Trouble : But the ; 
Propoſal did not reliſh ; hewou'd (Gentle. 
man like) keep his Word, though he lol: 
his Purſe ; and had rather forfeit his E- 
ſtate than bis Credit. He invited me to 
accompany him; away we drove to thi 
Place of Rendezvonz, where we found hi 
Antagoniſt ready to encounter: Down the) 
fat, and to't they went; at the beginning la fi 
the Dice favour'd my old Knight ſo ſtrange 
I, that I thought good Luck and he were d 
Intelligence. Lord ! How the old Gentle | act 
man crowd? Joy danc't through ever bun 
Joynt ; you might ſee it fluſh in his Face, anc 2 
id the Decays of Nature : In fine, good Can 
Luck ſeem'd to have filed off his Accour ſtanc 
twenty Years, and to have put as many morgPati 
to his Credit; but then if good Humour ſaſ tu 
ol 


A Gentleman inſirned, * 
on this fide of the Table, bad ſat on the o- 
d: ther; the young Squire firſt took the Fer. 


expect a Tempeſt ; nor was I Geceived in 
my Conjecture, for immediately away flie 
arraigned and condemned: Providence 
wou'd have thought this one and twenty 
the Furioſo fo lively. 


Vith his golden Fleece; when on a ſudden 
the Wind chopt about, and blew 1a his 
JF Teeth ; the Tables are turned, the Scene is 

chang'd, the Knight fames, and the Squire 
triumphs ; one curſes the Dice, the other 


ſons by the Cube, and vary with the Caſts. 


ning In fine, my Friend ſtood to his Word, he 


nge left the Field and a hundred Guinneys to the 
re of Victor, and loſt all Gravity and Moderation. 
1c] accompanied him to his Lodgings ; but I 
ver ound he was even lurcht of good Nature al- 
and ſo. Well (ſaid 1) do you call this Play ? 
od Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and Deſpair 
ouul tand together? Hell and Heaven are as com- 
ordpatible : I would as ſoon for Diverſion take 

ſalla turn upon the Rack, or lay my Head be- 
on tween. 


then Clouds began to riſe, which made me 
the Dice with a Brace of Curſes at their 
Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar, 
brings up the Reer of the Criminals ; you 
came in a direct Line from Hercules, he play'd. 


And now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven 


I gives 'em his Bleſſing : they ſteer their Paſ- 
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tween the Anvil and the Hammer ; theſe 
Torments are not greater, but I am ſure 
are leſs expenſive. . 

Neander, you may learn by this, how ill 
theſe Plays deſerve the Name of Recreation; 
fly 'em therefore as the Plague, they prey 
upon Content, corrode Satisfaction, and in 
Concluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend 
Nobility to the Pariſh. | 

Hawking and Hunting are more manly, 
more gentile, and more diverting ; theſe 
Sports are almoſt as ancient as our Nature, 
they have kept up their Reputation in ſpight 
of all the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; 
but then they muſt be taken with Moderati- 
on, like Phyſick for Health, not like Meat 
for Diet. To range eternally in Woods and 
Thickets after Beaſts is rather the Office of 
a Keeper; than the Sport of a Gentleman. 
J blame not the Recreation, but the Ex- 
ceſs : For though Hunting be a royal Pa- 
ſtime; its certainly a baſe and ſervile Em- 
ploymear. 

Nean. Pray what is your Opinion of Dan- 
cing and Muſick ? are they gentile Accom- 
pliſhments ? 

Euſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Qua- 
lity, and give a pretty turn to Breeding ; 
they furniſh a Man with all the little Ingre- 
dients, neceſſary for a quaint n 

er 
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e | uſher him into company with Advantage 
e they relieve a drooping Diſcourſe : For 

when Reaſon runs low, and Converſation 
1 Þ languiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song 
J or aSarabrand well perform'd may enliven it: 
y © But don't over-rate theſe Talents, nor place 
in em among the firſt Rate Qualifications of a 
d Gentleman ; for in reality they only fit you 

up for a modiſh Addreſs and a female En- 
Y, Euterainment. Let a Man rather trim up his 
ſe Mind than his Body: Thoſe Embeliſhments 
e, are more noble and rich that lie in the Brain, 
ht I than thoſe that ſink into the Feet, or per ch 
e; | on the Finger's End. 


at X. | 
nd When Innocence left the World, Cloaths 
of ¶ came into Faſhion; they were only invented 
an. as a Screen to Nakedneſs, and a Defence to 
.x- Decency; you muſt not therefore invert the 
pa- laſtitution, nor turn the marks of Infamy 
m- into Badges of Grandeur; for its a Madneſs 
to Pride in our Shame, and to look big be- 
cauſe we are poor and indigent: Indeed a 
Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, nor 
trudge about in Zinſy-Woelſy. Quality under 
ſuch a Diſguiſe would make a ſlovenly Fi- 
» gure: Be neat without Gawdineſs, gentile 
without Affectation: In fine, the Taylor 
muſt take meaſure both of your Purſe =m 
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of your Quality, as well as of your Perfon : 
For a Sute that fits the Character, is more a 
la mods than that which ſits well on the Bo- 
dy. I have ſeen ſome Fops over · ſnoot Extra- 
vagance; they ranfack't all theShops in Pate- 
Noſt er Row and Cheapſide for the Matter, and 
conſulted the whole Company of Merchant 
Taylors for the Form; a man of War might 
be rigged up with leſs Noife, and ſometimes 
at leſs Expence : Now though fine Feathers 
make fine Birds, yet furely gawdy Trap- 
pings can't make fine Gentlemen ; for the 
Embelliſhments of Quality are Wit, Judg- 
ment and Behaviour ; an Air that's noble 
without Haughtineſs, and condeſcending 
without Meanneſs ; now theſe Qualifications 
lodge in the Soul, they lie in the Head, not 
on the Back; the effects indeed run to the 
MD but the Cauſe ſculks ont of 
ht. 

I I ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at 
Night, nor put it on in the Morning at the 
Teylet; why then are we ſmitten with Dra- 
pery, and dote on Finery ? this muſt be un- 


derſtood with Regard to Decency ; Allow- 
ance muſt be given to Cuſtom, and Opinion ; 
a Gentleman muſt not be fo unpretending in 
Appearance, as to affect Slovenlineſs; this is 
to ſacrifice one Vice to another, to attone 
for Vanity with Naſtineſs; walk NY 

thele 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 39 
theſe two Extremes; though you uſe both 
Shops and Taylors; depend on neither; 
build not your Reputation on Silks, nor your 
Worth on Stuffs: For in a Word, they are 
meer Excrements of poor Animals: Now to 
make the baſeſt part of Worms and Sheep, 
the top of our Greatneſs, is in Effect to com- 
mence Beaſt. Neander, put on a good Hu- 
mour, a ſine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, 
and you'll keep the Mob at a Diſtance; but 
whoſoever pretends to dazle Men into Re- 
ſpect, meerly with Scarlet and Gold Lace, 
will fall ſhort of his Pretenſions. Men are 
not awed by Cloaths, but Virtue : Old Fa- 
bricius in his Jerkin, and Curius in the Chim- 
ny Corner, were more eſteemed and fear- 
ed than Caligula or Heliogabulus, in all their 
State and Bravery. 


XI. 


Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level 
of your Quality; but be not deceived in the 
Notion of Honour, this is a neceſſary Caveat 
in the mad Age we live. Some confound 
Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure; 
but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pil- 
fering and Lewdneſs are dignifying Quali- 
fications : And ſo Footpads, Cut purſes, and 
Debauchees may pretend to the Right of 

Peerage 3 
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Peerage; but others ſeat it on the Swords 
Point, and perſwade themſelves it conſiſts 
in ſlaughter ; as if there were no Difference 
between Honour and Savageneſs, between a 
Gentleman and a Butcher : Theſe are a Race 
of European Cannibals, who worry their Spe- 
cies and devour Man's Fleſh ; true Anthro- 
pophagi, who ſport in Blood, and turn 
Slaughter into a Diverſion ; they are known 
by the Names of Scomrers and Duelliſts ; 
but theſe Appellations are too innocent for 
ſo baſe, ſo barbarous an Employment ; they 
ſtand guilty of Murder by the Laws of the 
Land, and therefore are mark't with Shame 
and Infamy by the Government : But beſides 
they are condemned by the Law of God, 
and fo are at once outlawed by Religion and 
the State : What I beſeech you, can ſtig- 
matize and degrade a Practice more effi- 
cacionfly than this double Excommunica- 
tion ? 

But, ſays a Gentleman, fhall I receive an 
Affront? Yes, I hope rather than a Stab, or 
a_Haulter ; that may be retrieved, but a 
Wound in the Heart or a disjoynted Neck, 
are irremediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lie 
too? Why not if you deſerve it? The Pu- 
niſhment exceeds not the Crime, and me- 


thinks its reaſonable for the Penalty and the 


Fault to go together: For pray reflect if the 
N Impu- 
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Imputation of a Lie be ſo offenſive to Qua- 
lity, the thing it ſelf is much more; and 
therefore you ought rather to take thoſe 
Imputations as Admonitions than Af- 
fronts. 

But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I wou'd ei- 
ther contemn it or pardon it ; a Man muſt 
undervalue the Benefit of Eaſe and the Price 
of Life to ſell it for ſo inconſiderable a Tri- 
fle; for in the Judgment of the Law its no- 
thing, it will not bear an Action. Now ſee- 
ing we ſubmit to the Opinion of the 
Judges in other Differences, why are we re- 
fractory in this Caſe ? The Law is the Stand- 
ard not only of Right and Wrong ; but of 
Honour and Infamy : And ſeeing it will not 
take Cogniſance of ſo petty an Aſperſion, 
it ſuppoſe it below Notice. 

Ay ! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge : 
and we had better be out of the World, than 
out of the Faſhion. Under Favour the King 
is the only Fountain of Honour, and I cannot 
find he ever made over to Cuſtom this Pre- 
rogative Royal. 

But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? 
(. e.) a Club of Deſperadoes without Religion, 
without Conſcience, a Pack of Renegado Chri- 
tians who are a Scandal to their Profeſſion, 


ind a Shame to their Nature; vote Murder 


4 
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a brave Action; and you obtrude this A- 
theiſtical Error for the univerſal Opinion of 
Mankind, for the Standard of Honour and 
Bravery. Why? Such Men's Judgments are 
as falſe as their Principles, and their Opini- 
ons as depraved as their Manners ; becauſe 
Raſcals extol Perjury ; Highway-mea, Roh- 
bery ; and Debauchees, Lewdneſs, are theſe 
creditable and innocent Vocations ? Becauſe 
Perjury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs are 
common, are they lawful ? 

Beſides, can any thing be more extrava- 
gantly fooliſh, than the Punctilios of a Duel- 
liſt ? One has given me the Lie; to wipe off 
the Affront, I muſt provoke him to tilt at 
my Lungs. Ay, but Right ſtands for you! 
bnt what if Fortune ſtand for your Ante- 
goniſt? Right is a dull Weapon, unleſs 
Skill and good Luck manage it, the clande- 
ſtine Revenges of the Falians are cruel and 
diabolical, but at leaſt they are leſs fooliſh 
than ours; they will not bath their wounded 
Honour in their own Blood, but in that of 
their Enemy; and therefore they attack un- 
awares or by Proxy ; but we revenge at our 
own Expeuce, nay and upon our ſelves, and 
fometimes at a Diſadvantage too; as if to re- 
trieve our Honour we mult die like Fools. 
I know not what Charms others may ſee in 


their 


a Stab, I had rather be ſeut into the other q,,, 


World 
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A- £ World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt; a 
of [ouel is an ill Diſtemper to die of, though 
nd poſſibly Atheiſts may think it a gentile one; 
re ¶ and I am confident theſe Martyrs of Honour 
M- will be diſcompoſed when they find their 
ile ¶ Reception in the next Life falls ſhort of their 
b- Expectation. 
Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Ti- 
ale tles, Quality, Wealth with all their Appur- 
at Ftenances leave us with the laſt Breath: 
A Clown will meet with Reſpect if he be 
Va- ¶ innocent, and a Prince with Contempt if 
el-Iguilty; our Treatment will anſwer our 
off Actions, not our Birth; a Scavenger that 
1 dies in Peace with God ſhall be conveyed in- 
du Glory; and a Lord that expires inSin in- 
ita. io Torments. | 


de- | XII. 


lia Some Gentlemen refine Breeding too 
dedſnuch; they affect a Singularity in Behavi- 
m ofour as well as in Religion, and fo make 
ul-Fthemſelves ridiculous to appear gentile ; 
our ftheſe are a Hetorogeneous Race of Gentlemen 
andſome call Fops, and others Beaus; they are 
re.: Compound of Farce and Ceremony, 
Mixture of Mimic and Travedian; had 
e their Mothers made a Voyage to the Indies, 
[ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an 

Ape: 
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Ape: For certainly they are of a mixt tra. 
Species, and often the Beaſt predominates, Pen 
but always the Coxcomb; if the Beau has Nette 
more Wit, the Ape has more Judgment; I" 
theſe Gentlemen ſpeak like Puppets, and 
walk by Clock Work; they paſs the Morn- 
ing between the Glaſs and the. Toyler, and 
ſummon to their Leve the whole Poſſe of T ay- 
lors, Barbers, and Sempſtreſſes, they value 
more the Art of dreſſing well, than the knack 
of paying: And whilſt others admire their 
Folly, like young Narciſſus, they contemplate 
their own Beauty : Pray leave theſe People 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and ifFyſ(c 
you can't avoid their Company, catch not 
their Grimaces: Its true you muſt prepare 
for an Attack ; for like People ſtruck with 
thePlague, they love to give the Infection; it 
they find you reſty, they *ll not fail to dired 
your Motions and anatomize your Com- 
portment, and then you muſt expect to be 
lampoon'd in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe; but 
they always meet with poor Caſſandra's For- 
tune, never to be believed; Their yeas go. 
for n, and their Satyrs for Panegyricks: Au 
I might enlarge upon this Subject, but | dva 
fear, I have already treſpaſs't upon your Pa- une 
tience, 1 


Neat. 


uſeb 


hat « 
t Im 
nan ! 
on n 
ot ſt 


xt 
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can. 
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Nean. | ſee, Dear Euſebius, you are a 
Stranger to my Conſtitution, I am not fo 
ſoon talked down; how can I ſpend my time 
better, than in learning how to ſpend it 
_—. 

After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent 
hings, Neander took Leave of Euſebius with 
z Promiſe to retura the next Morning; 
e kept his Word, and Euſebins ſpoke 
Jus. 


DIALOGUE I. 


uſebius inſtructs Neander in the Duty 
of a Chriſtian. 


uſeb, | harder (dear Neander) to de- 

ſcribe the Part of a Chriſtian, than 
hat of a Gentleman, and a matter of high- 
t Importance to act it well; if a Gentle- 
gan falls below his Character, his Reputa- 


Jon may ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may 


t ſtand fair in Men's Opinion, but this is 


© trivial Misfortune ; for pray what great 


dvantage is it to be eſteem'd by thoſe who 


. Fanot be ſufficiently blam'd ? Alas! their 


eem is ſo inſignificant, that its neither a- 
e to credit nor diſgrace. 
But 
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But oh! if ourLife ſwerves from theLaws fl tair 
of Chriſtianity, and if Death takes us away in the 
this Diſorder, we are undone for ever, eter-fſ pin 
nally loſt ! without hope of Change, or of re. ¶ ide 
treiving our Misfortune: Upon this Point our he 
all depends; if we act a Chriſtian well, wel Son 
ſhall be received into the Joys of the Juſt; Nat 
but if ill, into the Puniſhments of the Im- ¶ Bru 
pious: And both theſe States are everlaſt- ] f 
ing, both immenſe, that in Pleaſure, this in frar 
Pains. him 

Now when the Gain on the one ſide is {Bon 
vaſt, and the Loſs on the other ſo exorbi-Yloye 
tant, does not Reaſon tell us that we ought 
to bend all our Care, all our Applicati 
on to diſcharge our ſelves of the Duties of 
a Chriſtian ? I will therefore draw up a ſhort 
Scheme of the moſt preſſing Offices of your 
Profeſſion, and furniſh you with Motives 
able to perſwade you to comply witt 
em. | 


I. 


The chief Reaſon why Menlive atRando 

is, becauſe they have forgot theirErrant; the) 

fancy themſelves to be the Workof Chance 

the Offspring of Hazard, Creatures of Plea 

ſire placed on the Land (as the Leviathan 1YDifh 
in the Water) to ſport and play; but " our 6 
5 | tal 
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ws tainly we mnſt have ſmall Acquaintance with 
in the Dignity of our Nature, and a mean O- 
er · pinion of our Greatneſs to frame ſuch wild 
re · ¶ ideas. Our Underſtanding is too noble to 
pur be buried in Dung and Rubbiſh ; and our 
we Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by 
ſt; Nature to the baſe Employments of 
m- Brutes. | | 
aſt· No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence 
in framed us, and his Goodneſs deſigned us for 
himſelf alone. He has ennobled us with Rea- 
ſol ſoa to know his Greatneſs, with a Will to 
rbi-Ylove his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy 
his Perfection. He is our Alpha and our O- 
mega, the Origin of our Being, and the End 
Jof our Creation. It's impoſſible for us to 
be miſerable with him, or happy without 


him, 


II. 

But, though we are made to enjoy God in. 
Heaven, it's uncertain, whether we ſhall ever 
land at this thrice happy Haven of the Bleſſed; 
for God has decreed to communicate this ſu- 
pream Felicity as a Reward, not as a Gift: 
We mult take this City by Storm, not by 
(apitulation : We muſt enter Lepee a la 
nan; & violenti r apiunt illud. But if the 
Difficulty cramps our Courage, if it bauks 
ur Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Enter- 

ö prize, 
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prize, or fail in the Execution, we are 
undone for ever; we muſt take up our Ha- 
bitation in Hell, and dwell perpetually with 
Fire and Brimſtone. This we believe (V.. he c: 
ander) and the bare Thought of it ſometimes Iain 
congeals the very Blood in our Veins, aod Syn 
ſtrikes us with Horror and Amazement. haſt 
One Theft, one Murder, one Fornication 
unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, in- 
to a Vale of Torments, into a ſad Manſion 
of Deſpair, where we ſhall always burn, and 
never be conſumed; always die, and ever 
live the Object of God's Wrath, and the pre 
erpetual Monument of our Folly and Diſo- Wit ! 
dience. Theſe two Points are, as it were, hho | 
Poſtulatums in Morality, and God has been un 
pleaſed to reveal em in almoſt every Chap- 
ter and Page of the New Teſtament, that he 
might allure us to our Duty by the charming 
Proſpect of Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the 
diſmal Repreſentation of Hell. 


8 III. 
We can't tax God of Severity, nor com- 
plain of his Unkindneſs; for though on the 
one Hand he draws up in Battalia all the Ter- Nies 
rors of an unhappy Eternity to fright us; on ma 
the other he diſplays all the Treaſures of ha! 
Heaven to whet our Hope, and animate our fhye 
Courage; nor does he lay our Salvation in eaſo 
the 
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re he Hands of Chance, or truſt it to the 
la- Ware of our Enemies. Yet he has entruſted e- 
th Fery Man with his own Welfare; ſo that 
Vee he cannot be miſerable, unleſs we conſpire 
1es Ngainſt our ſelves, and turn Traitors to our 
od Son Intereſt. If therefore we miſcarry, 
nt. Hoſt not the Fault lie at our own Door? If 
on The will be ſo ſtupid, as to fling up our Claim 
in- I Heaven; fo void of Reaſon, as to leap in- 
on % Hell; Do we not deſerve to forfeit the 
nd Ine, and feel the other? A Man, who in 
er Night of Prayers and Tears will vault down 
the YPrecipice, deſerves to meaſure the Height 
ſo- Fit by the Fall; and if he breaks his Neck, 
re, ho will not rather laugh at his Misfortune 
den an pity it? 


ap- | 
he IV. 

ing Had God tied up our Happineſs to harder 
the Ponditions, he had not over-rated it. For 


| we can either do or ſuffer in time, bears 
Proportion with an Eternal Reward ; 
hoogh he be our Maſter, he has behaved 
mſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an 
dulgent Father. For he has drawn up Ar- 
er- cles ſo advantageous for us, that we muſt 
on ge mad to complain, either of Circumvention 
of (hard Dealing : He requires nothing bur 
our ove and Obedience. Now, who can in 
um Feafon refuſe to love an Infinite Beauty? or 
the D to 
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to obey an OmnipotentPower? We pay him ra 
Love and Obedience by keeping his Com- N Rea 
mandments, which are only hard to thoſcall 
that reſolve to tranſgreſs 'em. Er mandaVir 
ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, they are ſo agree. II ai 
able to Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon ourficer 
Nature, before we can violate em, and alKthar 
moſt ceaſe to be Men, when we begin to bel 4 
Sinners; in a Word, to be happy in then 
next World, we muſt be virtuous-in thishate 
Virtue is your Duty, Neander; and if youlſturn 
practice it ſeriouſly, *twill prove your Plez 
fure. For God has ſo interwoven our Du 


ty with our Satisfaction, that it's impoſſiblgſof F 
tor a Man to be innocently unhappy. prea 
and 

V Cen! 


Tho” Virtue be an Excellent Thing, i 
may be abuſed. It lies within the Reach 0 
Fancy, Illuſion, and Miſapplication ; ther 
is falſe Virtue as well as an adulterate Coin 
And as the Lacedemonians trickt up theihrail 
Gods in the Spartan Dreſs ; ſo oftentime 
Men model Virtue by their own Paſſions. 
have ſeen a moroſeZealot eternally haranguni 
againſt the Corruption of the Age; all uns f 
wrong, all vicious that croſs'd his ſo ql Sr 
Humour. One would have thought Goſffiers 
had conſtituted him 1:ſpefor-General of Mar Ot 
kind; he kickt and flung after ſo vnchriſtiaſame 
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irate, *twas dangerous to come within his 
Reach. Now, though Scripture and Reaſon 
Fall this Si”, he miſtook it (good Man for 
EVirtue. His Error was Proof againſt Homi- 
ly and Exhortation. You might have ſoo- 
ner perſuaded him out of his Chriſtian Name, 
than out of his peeviſh Humour. 
As I eſteem nothing more than true and 
MFzenuine Virtue, ſol abhor a Hypocrite. I 
hate thoſe Mountebanks of the Spirit, who 
turn Piety into a Trade; who pray them- 
ſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves 
into Reputation ; who praQiſe Humility out 
Jof Pride, and Charity out of Spight ; who 
preach up the moſt ſevereMorals in publick, 
and condemn 'em in private ; whoſe Zeal is 
Cenſure, whoſe Juſtice is Intereſt, ard Piety 
iz Cover to Vanity. I have heard theſe Tar- 
urs laſh the World to Exceſs, whilſt they 
courted it to Extravagance: They extolled 
rMolitude, yet were always in Company, and 
\Wpraiſed Virtue, when they practiſed Vice. 


o Oppoſies, humble without, and proud 

yithin ; arrogant to Exceſs, and on Occaſi- 

Pas ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure ; all Fire, and 

Fl Smoak ; Saints in Appearance, and Sin- 

ers in Effect. | 

Mar 

iſtiaame Alter, Like Jehs they blend Good with 
D 2 Exil, 


Fn one Word, this Race of Men is a Medly 


Others place Dagon and the Ark on the. 


hi 
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Evil, Adore God in the Temple, and Golden 
Calves in Dan and Bethel: Somtimes they 
are all Spirit, ſometimes al! 8ody: Now, they 
regale their Senſes with a thouſand Regouss I 
of the moſt refined Lewdneſs: By and by | ** 
they feaſt their Souls with the moſt high- | 
ſeaſoned Piety : One Day they ſurfeit with N 

Faſting, another with Feaſting : Yeſterday l 
they were tired with Kneeling, to Day with | © 
Dancing : They ſeldom miſs a Semon, ne- W 

ver a Play: If you ſee a Prayer-Book in... 
their Hand, you may {wear there is a Lam- 
poon in their Pocket: And if the Bible lies on 
their Desk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; 
ſo that they are half a Saint, and half Devil, 17 
but all Monſter. I knew a He-Devotee, who 
won'd ſpeak ſo feelingly of the Excellency of * 
Chaſtity, one would have taken him for a 
Baptiſt ;, yet at the ſame time he enterain'd 
a Miſs in a Corner; and though on Sunday 
he appear'd in the Church with Reſpect be- 
tore the Lord, all the Week he paid Homage 
to the Lady: This is not Virtue, but an Ole], 
of Vices : This is to worſhip God as the Sol- ue 
diers did our Saviour, with Outrage and 
Blaſphemy. You may eaſily infer, that the, 
Duty of a Chriſtian obliges you to deteſt ard; 
abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not to imitate it; 
one Defect tarnjſhes Virtue. Bonum ex intc-fþ;._ ? 
ara cauſa, malum ex quolibet defectu. 


\ 
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That Man is truly Vertuous, who is nei- 
ther proud in good Fortune, nor abject in 
bad; who delires nothing but Heaven, and 

fears nothing but Hell; whoavenges Affronts 
D) with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon ; 
ho is ſevere to himſelf, and eaſie to his 

Neighbour ; who ſpeaks well of all but him- 
elf; and never pardons his own Defe&ts, 
nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a 
WE Word, Neander, Do good, and fly from Evil, 
iz the Sum of your Duty. This is Virtue in 
Swort- Hand, Perfection in Epitome, and Hea- 

ren in Rever ſion. 
At | VI. 


That Part of your Duty is of the greate(! 
Importance, that immediately belongs to 
Cod; he is our Maker and our Sovereign, 
ye are endebted to his Power for our Being, 


him we expect the Reward of our Virtnes, 
and the Puniſhments of our Vices. Return 
him therefore a thouſand Thanks for the Fa- 
ours you have received. from the firſt Mo- 
nent of your Creation; you can't begin the 
Acknowledgment too ſoon, you can't re- 
"Feat it too often, becauſe you can never 
Thank him enough; reſpe@ him as your Fa- 
ner, ſerve him as your Maſter, and fear 
im as your Judge; neither forget his Kind- 
eſs in Proſperity, nor blaſpheme his Con- 

T ha 4 D 3 duct 


1 _ * — 
— * " . 
- 


to his Goodneſs for our Conſervatioa; from 
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duct in Adverſity: He is no leſs amiable c 
when he frowns, than when he ſmiles; uber, 
he wounds, than when he heals. And there.!“ 
fore kiſs the ſacred Hand that ſtrikes, as well 
as that which ſtroaks you : He always de- 
ſigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs and 
Impatience you turn his Bleſſings into Curſes; 
and then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn 
your OWN. 

Ah! Neander, a thouſand, thouſand time; ler 
happy is that Man, who flings up all his Con 
cerns into the Hands of Providence, and tic 
up his Deſires to the Laws of Obedience ; hf; 
carries in his Breaſt a little Paradice, and 
Heaven in Proſpect ; he ſits above the reac 
of Fortune, and beholds with an Air of Un 
concernedneſs under his Feet, all the 
Storms and Tempefts that daſh in Pieces offi. = 
ther Mens Felicity; he neither deſires goto 
Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment; he opeſſte bl 
his Door no leſs cheerfully to Want, than ten 
Abundance : In fine he knows, that Conn | 
mand is God's Prerogative, and Submiſſion! 
his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more ſol 
lid, a more ſincere Satisfaction, than neith{P to 
to languiſh under the Torments of HopPeity 
nor to link under the Billows of Deſpair, then 
to ſubje& our Appetite to Reaſan, and thi The 
to God, our Omnipotent Maker and Mefelow 
cifol Redeemer ? 1 das b 
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die This Submiſſion raiſes Man to the Height 
hs of Virtue and Happineſs: For whoſoever 
bows his Neck to the ſweet Yoak of Provi- 
dence, neither amuſes his Thoughts with vi- 
lonary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he 1 
lives on his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires 1 
Erithin the Compaſs of his Power; he is con- 
eat with the Portion God has aſſign'd him: 
This he holds only in Fee, and is ready to 
Jeave it at the firſt Command. He neither 
feAs to be leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Sta- 
„ion; he would be juſt as he is, becauſe God 
Jas made him ſo. 1 
Neand. This State of Indifference is a fine 
bing in Theory and Speculation, but impoſ- 
le in Practice, and is rather to be wiſhr, 
han hoped for. | 
Euſeb. Pray remember, that deſponding 
houghts only ſerve to pall the Spirits, and 
o blaſt generous Reſolutions. Things are 
ten impoſſible, becauſe Cowardiſe makes \ 
em ſo : Check Fancy, and you'll not en- 
ounter thoſe Difficulties in the Practice; 
Poſillanimity and Non-Experience conjure 
I to fright you. For God is no Epicurean 
deity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his 
Sn Felicity, that he has no Leiſure to caſt 
Thought on the Concerns of poor Mortals 
Slow : No, no, Neander; his Providence 
$as boundleſs as his Being; he did not de- 
D 4 veſt 
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veſt himſelf of the Government of th, - 
World, when he had made it; he can't ei pin 
ther forfeit his Title to the Adminiſtratioq re 
of the Univerſe, or abdicate it. That Handy, u 
which made all Things, muſt of Neceſſitlcgr 
continue *em, otherwiſe they'd make a ſpee per 
dy Exi,, and fink into their primitive that 
hing: He has aſſigned every Being its Stationꝗ at 
even the Worm and the Piſmire, he ſets en or 
their Task, teaches *em to work, and througi ve 
a thouſand Labyrinths leads all things No. 
their prefixt Ends. Now certainly, he thalllon : 
created ail ſublunary Beings for Man, cannoFlthe 
be thought to withdraw his Care from hinKur 
as ir he were below his Love or Concern Rea 
No, no; he couats the Hairs of his Head pee 
and regiſters his Steps in the Folio of his Onto 
miſcience. 
Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can it 
wait upon us with an ill Deſign, He ſtandi aice 
over us as a Guardian, not as a Spy; as MYhis ( 
Friend, not as an Enemy; he conſiders ourfifcre 
Conſtitution, and pries into all Circumſtanflfle | 
ces, that he may time his Favours, and ſ poſt 
enhance their Value, by adapting 'em to ou his 
Neceſſities. witl 
As his Goodneſs aſſures us he means wel B. 
ſo his Wiſdom gives us Security aud Caution peev 
that fe. can't be deceived in the Choice of peo 
thoſe things he deſigns for us; he can't givq dare 
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vs a Stone for a Loaf, nor a Scorpion for a 
fiſh, nor Poiſon for a Medicine: So that we 
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the moſt fiery Trial, without an Oh, with- 
out a Wry Face; for it has both Faith and 
Reaſon to ſupport it : And then he that will 
weep, that has all the Reaſon in the World 
to laugh, muſt be fond of Tears, and in 
Love with Torment. | 

It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Pra- 


aice: We ſnarl at Providence, we diſpute 
his Orders, and burleſque his Decrees ; we 


ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his gen- 
tle Hand, and turn our felves into all the 
Poſtures of Impatience ; we neither receive 
his Favours with Thauks, nor Correction 
with Patience. 

But this irrational Conduct argues much 


100fPeeviſhneſs, and more Infidelity. For theſe 


ce 0 


People muſt either doubt of his Power, or 


givQdare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and then they 
| 


— 


deny both by Illation. CF Ah 
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Ah! Dear Neander, commit your Con 
cerns to the Management of God; ask nc 
temporal Bleſſing, but with a fiat volunta 
tua; refaſe no Affliction; receive that wit 
Gratitude, this with Refignation; and if yo 
can't deſire Croſſes, at leaft accept *em, and 
remember always, that thoſe things ofter 
prove more prejudicial we pray for, tha 
thoſe we fear. | 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Re 
gion to our ſelves, our Deſires fly not on. 
before Reaſon, but Reflection; fo that v 
are ſo far from knowing what is good fo 
vs, that we know not what we would be at 
Our Fancy over-ſhoots Nature, and ( like 
Fool's Paradice) repreſents Objects in bo 
rowed Colours and falſe Shapes: Delude] I 
therefore by vain Glaſſes and deceitfulOprick der 
we dote by Hazard, and hate at Random 
we embrace a deformed Leah for a charmiaſſ bot 
Nac hel; court Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſc {c 
ry. But God, who built our Fabrick, know 
our Conſtitution ; he dives into our Tem 
per, and comprehends all thoſe things we ei 
ther eagerly purſue, or paſſionately fly fro 
he ſees the Employment of theſe will convef 
us to Eternal Felicity, and the Poſſeſſion q Lat 
thoſe into Endleſs Torments. He thereforf Th 
gives what we feared, and refuſes what w tho 
deſired. Now, is it not a Kindneſs (FS! 


e tl 
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Con Be thus mercifully cruel ? Is it not a Favour 
K no bauk our Pretenſions ? and a real Misfor- 
une to be fortunate ? s 


VIE 

We ean never withdraw our ſelves from 
God's Immenſity: He reigns in Hell no leſs 
than in Heaven ; he exerciſes his Juſtice a- 
mong the Damned; and his Mercy among 
the Bleſſed ; he dwells in Woods, and walks 
in Cities; he retires with us into Soli- 
tade, and accompanies in Converſation ; 
he is in all Places, aud ſees all Things; he 
e at ſathoms our Deſires, he counts our Words, 
ileYhbe ſcans our Actions, and reads our 
bor Thoughts. ; 
adeY Imprint this Truth with indelible Chara- 
ich ders in your Memory, and recommend it 
om your daily Conſideration ; *twill teach you 
mio} doth Caution and Reſpect; *twill curb the 
Michdiforderly Saſlies of Nature, and bind our 
non Faſſion to its good Behaviour. You will not 
Cem bave the Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds ot 
ye ci} Duty, nor ſcarce be tempted to trangreſs 
romJit- Nature, I confeſs, is unruly, twill run 
nvefjaway with us, unleſs we keep a ſtrong and 
»n q watchful Hand over it; but then the very 
for Thought that God ſtands by, will blow over 
t u thoſe Fames of Paſſion, that dim Reaſon, and 
ſ; tus into Tr anſgreſſions. 
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Before a grave Man we dare not fall into] N. 
Indeceny ; his very Preſence gives a Check I con 
to Appetite, and ſtops Senſuality in its full  yeri 
Career: So that Lewdneſs and Debauche- tue 
ry are forc'd to retire, and to give Place to] in ti 
Shame. | | our. 
Who violates the Law in the Face of Au- BPlez 
thority, that has both Will and Power to re-IRen 
venge the Contempt, gives an evident Proof, I intr 
that either Life is uneaſie to him, or that he I S: 
is not compos mentis, and by Conſequence de- vit. 
ſerves Bealam rather than Tyburr. Vet hu- Npaſt 
man Juſtice acts in a narrow Sphere; it Ibleſ 
reaches but to Life, and can't purſue the Cri- he a 
minal beyond the Grave. If therefore the] 
Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenfion of 
Death, have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, 
as to cool the Fire of Paſſion, to diſcounte- 
nance an nnbeſeeming Sally, and to repeal 
any Aſſavlt upon our Virtue; certainly, a 
ſtrong Per ſuaſion, that God is preſent, that 
e looks on us to crown our Virtues, and to 
chaſtiſe our Vices, can't be leſs efficacious; 
for he is Soveraign Diſpoſer of our Souls and 
Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into n0- N 
hing, and thoſe into Mell; we may baſfle hu- 
man Juſtice, either by Flight, Money, or 
Favours, but we cannot fly ont of God's Do- | 
minion; his Anger tan neither be appeaſed 
with Bribes, nor ſoftened with Tears, nor 
overcome with Entreaties. Now, 
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of Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Faith 
k N continually beholds this dreadful Majeſty ho- 
11} yering about him, with the Reward of Vir- 
e- tue in one Hand, and the Sword of Revenge 
to in the other, will take Care of his Behavi- 
dur, and not ſell his Innocence for a Fleet 
u- Pleaſure in Hand, and Eternal Torments in 
re · Rema inder. Let me therefore once more 
of, Yiatreat you (by all that is Dear, by all that 
he Ris Sacred) to carry this Conſideration along 
le-Jvith you in all our Buſineſs, in all your 
au- Y?aſtimes, its Company will neither be trou- 
it Ybleſom nor expenſive, but I am ſure it will 
Ti- Ide advantageous. 
the VIII. 
of God's Infinite Greatneſs entitles him to 
us, Homage, and our Dependance calls upon us 
- Fto pay it: We cannot acknowledge too ſoon 
his Authority, becauſe we cannot reſpe& 
t too much: We are the Work of his Hands, 
the Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be 
fternally.that of his Love or of his Hatred; 
us; f his Love, if we execute his Commands; 
and Put of his Hatred, if we tranſgreſs em. Ju- 
no · Nice therefore and Gratitude ; Hope of Hea- 
hu- en, and Fear of Hell, preach Virtue and 
or Pbedience to his moſt Holy Injunctions. Yet 
Do- Has! this Voice of Thunder is not able to 
aſed Fwake our young Gallants. (Like fo many 
_ witched-Sampſons) they ſleep in the Boſom 
W., of 


* 
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caſt up a Horoſcope of our Death, as Aſtre 


62 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 


of faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull 'em into p 
pleaſing Trances, imaginary Delights, to t. 
plunge em into real Torments. One would t 
think they either disbelieved a future Stare, 2 
they are ſo unconcerned for the preſent ;, or n. 
that they had a Patent to do ill; or at leaſt Þ y 
an Aſſurance of Pardon and Repentance. o 
Their Study is to learn Sins; their Employ- St 
ment to commit em, and grand Diverſion I 01 
to applaud their Impieties. Tell theſe de- ge 
luded Creatures they walk over Precipices,  m 
and ſport on the Brink of Deſtruction: x1 
That to live a Debauche, is to die a Repro- 

bate. They anſwer your charitable Admo-J Bj 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very na 
coldly reply, That Youth was made for D. 
Pleaſure, and Old Age for Repentance. wi 
Good God! that Men of Wit and Parts 
ſhould fo wretchedly fool themſelves inte 
Ruin, Were our Souls no longer lived than 
our Bodies, did they fink into nothing whe! 
we ceaſed to breath, that Atheiſtical Rant 
Ede, bibe, gaude, cras moriemur, would not 
be quite unreaſonable. Could we look int: 
the Future, and read our Deſtiny ; could w. 


logers do of our Life; were we ſure th: 
cras moriemur, we might equip our ſelves ij 
Day for a Journey to Hell; and make t 
Morrow as great Preparations for __— Sins 
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But alas! we dwell in a Region, where Cer- 


tainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertainties, 
that though we know we muſt die, yet we 
are as ignorant of the Time, Place and Man- 
ner, as the Child unborn, Perchance Di- 
vine Juſtice may arreſt us in the very Heat 
of our Lewdnefs ;- it may drag us from the 
Stews to Judgment : The firſt time we cloſe 
our Eye-lids may be the laſt : We may only 
ſleep in this World to wake in the next; we 
may only open our Eyes to ſee ſtrange 
Flames, and return to our-Senſes to feel em. 

Sudden Deaths are not miraculous : The 
Bills of Mortality aſſure us they are too ordi- 
nary : But theſe Accidents furprize your 
Debauchees oftner, than thoſe who live 
within the Bounds of Temperance and Mo- 
deration. They over-charge Nature with 
continual Excefs, and ſet all the Humour of 
the Body in an Uproar : And how eaſe is it 
for theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and Tu- 
mult, to crowd in upon the Heart? or to 
fly up to the Brain? or to impede the play- 
ing of the Lungs, and on a ſudden ſtop Re- 
ſpiration ? 

But though God ſhould deal more merci- 


J fully with theſe Men than they deſerve, tho? 
he ſhould give *em both Time and Leiſure 
to repent, it's ten to one they'll die in their 


Sins, and carry into the next World thoſe 
Crimes they committed in this. For 
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For two things are neceſſary. for a tho- 
rough Repentance; God's Grace, and Man's 
Cooperation; without that we cannot re- 
pent, and without this he will not pardon, 
If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome 
be greater at threeſcore, than at twenty, 
and Grace be leſs, it's odds they'll not repent 
at threeſcore, but that certainly will be grea- 
ter, and this infallibly will be leſs: There- 
fore its odds, that the final Reſolutions 
of theſe unfortunate Gentlemen will- vaniſh 


into Smoak, and end in eternal Deſpair and 


Puniſhment. . 

I prove the Difficulty will certainly be 
greater. Philoſophy and Experience teach 
us, that a frequent Relapſe into any Diſorder 
ingenders a Hadit, (that is) a Facility and 
Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions. 
And this takes its Force from the Frequency 
of the Practice: For though in natural Pro- 
ductions there is a certain Point of Growth 
and Perfection, yet in Morals there is no 


toge 


ſuch Term; both vicious and virtuous Ha- tho. 
bits may go on in infinitum: Hence It hap- tern 
pens, that an inveterate Cuſtom twiſts andÞvr] 
winds it ſelf into our very Nature; it ſinks” * 
into our Bones, and enters into our Conſti uu 
tution. Now, if all the frightful Reproach ume 


es of Conſcience, all the Calls of Grace, the 


ns 


diſmal ProſpeQ of thoſe Shades below, thapur f 


charming 
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charming Allurements of Heaven above, were 
„too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone; will 
they ſilence the Clamors of mutinous Paſſi- 
ons, curb the Violence of Nature back'd by 
Cuſtom, and inflamed with ill Habits? No, 
ty, no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit, (like a 

Load ſtone armed with lron) draws ten 
times ſtronger. He who groans under the 


= Weight of a Feather, will tall under that of 
ons J Mill-ſtone. 


nim Now, as ill Habits byaſs Nature, and 
make it more impetuous, and leſs governa- 
ble ; ſo in our Suppoſition, Grace the chief 
be active Principle, is leſs. For Grace is a free 
Gift, no Debt, aliter Gratia non eſſet; we 
der luuſt receive it as a meer Benevolence, and 
and cannot ask it as our Due. 

ons. Is it probable God will pour down upon 
cy is mortal Enemies theſe Streams of Favour 
pro- and Bounty, as plentifully as on his Friends? 
wthlon thoſe who blaſpheme him twenty Years 
noltogether, as on thoſe, who adore him? on 
Ha- Ithoſe, who abandon their Duty out of a de- 
nap- terminate Malice, as on thoſe, who fall by 
andÞPurprize? It's certain he will not: For God 
inks vor be laug ht at; and can the Wit of Man 
nſti vent a more compendious, and at the ſame 
achFime a more biting Rallery, than by tramp- 
theJing under Foot this Divine Gift, that coſt 
ur great Redeemer Torrents of Sweat, and 
Rivers, 


| the 
ming 
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Rivers of Blood? than by making his Good- 
nefs the Ground of our Ingratitude ? than by 
refuſing to repent, becauſe he is prone to ge. 
pardon? If God be juſt, (as certainly he Icir 
is) he'll ſtop the Conduct of his Mercy, and 
rain down a Deluge of Maledictions on thoſe d 
rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, Yn. 
ane turn his greateſt Attributes againſt his 
own Breaſt. 

Neand. What you ſay (as to the main) is ; 
true ; but give me leave to tell you, there is 
a daſh of Hyperboly in your Diſcourſe: 
Man's Malice can't weary God's Mercy; he 
can pardon more Sins than Man is able to 
commit; nay, and will, if we fling ou 
ſelves at his Feet. and ſue for Mercy. A 
contrite Heart, Euſebius, is a moving Spettz-Fhim 
cle, it diſarms God's Juſtice, and melts ith; 
into Mercy; and as he receives thoſe Pro- un: 
digals that return, ſo he furniſnes em withJ,.; 
Grace for their Voyage. rad 
Euſeb. Neander, God's Goodneſs weigh ; 
down Man's Malice; our Obſtinacy can't] an 
tire his Mercy ; he'll give both Pardpn and pre 
Heaven to thoſe who ask em; his Word, 
ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But gut 
then, where has he promiſed that invete %% 
rateSinners ſhall askPardonèlt's true alſo, that Hig 
the moſt profligate Debauchees have Gracꝗ he 
ſufficient to work Repentance. my 3 they 

ignife 
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0d. ſgnifies a Power to do good, with a Will to 
1 by do Evil? There is not a damned Soul in 
to ell, that did not once find it ſelf in the ſame 
he circumſtances. Is it leſs miſerable, becauſe 
once it might have been happy? Alas! this 
ad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their 
gh, Deſpair, becauſe it repreſents their Miſery, 


bis together with their Folly, the Sole Cauſe of 


Icheir Misfortune. ä 

1) is Near. Pray, Euſebius, don't diſgrace God's 
re Bdarling Virtue, Mercy; nor condemn you 
*KSianers tothe worſt of Torments, Deſpair. 
hilſt there is Life, there is Hope, They who 
ever thought of Pardon in their Lives, 
found it at their Death. What? he who 

lied for Man, can he have the Heart to damn 
ca · im? The very Thief on the Croſs, though 


ts Uiabandoned by Men, was careſs'd by his Io- 


pro- Inng Saviour; and for one humble mememto 
With me;, received Mercy in this World, and Pa- 
. Fradiſe in the other. 
1gh Euſcb. Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) 
-all lam not for graſping an Immenſity, nor for 
and preſcribing Bounds to an infinite Being; I 
Orc know God's Mercy is above the Skies: 
BuYBut then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs 
CMYjudicia ejus abyſſus multa, We can't take the 
that Hight of that, nor fathom the Depth of this. 
racq They are both equal, (I. e.) infinite; nay, 
whalthey are the ſame thing : For Juſtice 1s Mer- 
aifie | cy, 


| 
$| 
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cy, armed with Revenge, and Mercy is Ju-F 
ſtice, diſpoſed to Pardon: Why then ſhould F 
we dread it in one Dreſs, as well as doteff 
on it in the other ? I am not for caſting Men 
into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt of Tor. 
ments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and 
the moſt irrational: This antedates Dam- 
nation, and gives us over to Execution be- 
fore God has pronounced the Sentence. To 
damu our ſelves out of a Fear of being": 
damned, is the Top of Madneſs; the 2 

plas ultra of Frenſy, to think my Salvation 

impoſſible, is to make it ſo ; not to hope for 
Heaven, is the next Way to loſe it. But 
then if I hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumprion;M* 
if that leads us to Hell by a direct Line, this 
does the Buſineſs as efficaciouſly. For can: 
we outrage our great Maſter more, that 
when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our 
Lewdneſs ? and build the Babel of our A 
bominations upon his Goodnels ? and our 
Crimes upon his Mercy? Is not this to ſportF: 
with Majeſty? to rally Authority? and to 
play with Goodneſs ? And pray what Dit 
erence is there between deſpariag of Merc; 
and burleſquing it? This impious Mirth, 
(Neander) will once end in Sorrow, and 

theſe Peals of Laughter, in gnaſhing off 
Teeth : But becauſe our Libertines put : 
great Streſs on the good Thiet's Converſion, 
and 
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nd fancy their Deaths will reſemble his, no 
eſs than their Lives ; twill not be amiſs to 
amine the Point. | ; 
Firſt. St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's 
onverſion is the only Example (to be found 
1Scripture) of a deferred Repentance that 
as ſucceſsful. But, with Submiſſion, St. 
gernard miſtook in the Calculation: For this 
as not properly a deferred Repentance. The 
hief anſwer'd the firſt Call of his agonizing 
widur; the firſt Glance of his Sacred Eyes 
ound ed his ſinful Soul, and melted his hard 
eart into Love and Sorrow. 

Secondly. The Theif received Pardon and 
FWiradiſe : But what did he to deſerve this 
iraculons Favour ? He adored Chriſt, not 
ated on à Throne of Glory, but covered 
ith Shame and Infamy, torn with 
Whips, pierced with Thorns, outraged by 
Enemies, forſaken by his Friends: Beſides 
me ſay, Life was offered this MalefaQtor, if 
would deny Chriſt : But he choſe rather to 
ie with him, and for him, than to live with- 
.- Hit him. So that now the Cauſe of his Death 
as changed, and he, who was faſtned to 
he Croſs a Robber, expired on it a Martyr. 
Thirdly. God ſealed his Pardon; but this 
a of Grace was granted on the Day of 
Flercy ; and yet of ſo many Sinners that 
Pere Spectators of this bloody Tragedy, we 
5. know 
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know but this Thief, who was ſo fortunate Ta 
as to ask Pardon, and to receive it. Tel|ſes, 
me then, Dear Neander, ought we not ra-] 
ther draw Motives of Fear from the Misfor-Q 1 
tune of thouſands, than of Preſumptionon: 
from the good Luck of one? If you look onflef 
the right Hand of our dying Lord, pray caſt i Ha 
an Eye upon the left; and if you behold ona. 
the one ſide a Saint, you'll diſcover a Repro. Iſen 
bate on the other. Let therefore Gentle. N co. 
men learn Fear from the Damnation of there 
one, as well as from the other a dangerousSFYnmo 
curity. And I counſel all Chriſtians to dra rec 
this Concluſion from the different Deaths offdic! 
theſe two Malefactors, that it's a Madneſs t Hes 
deſpair, and Temerity to preſume ; um 

eſt ne diſperes, unicus ne præſumas. 
Wherefore conſecrate the firſt Fruits o 
Reaſon to God ; you can't begia the Pra 
Qice of Piety too ſoon, but may too late Fit ar 
Nature untainted with Vice may be wrovghF l 
with eaſe into any Form, and caſt in anom 
Mould. It's a kind of tabula raſa, a BlankYTha 
that almoſt with the ſame Facility receivegcauſ 
the Characters of Angel, and of Devil; bufffthe 
when once it's ſtained with Sin, when it's byYObe 
aſſed by ill Habits, and worſe Principles, yo C 
will find it ſtubborn and rebellious. Be nafſprot 
then ſo fooliſh as to prefer Danger beforgeth 
Security, and to turn Pleaſure into Toilflur 
Take, 
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ate Take Occaſion by the fre- top, it quickly paſ- 
Tellſfſes, and ſeldom returns. 

ra- IX. 
for- Religion is the Ground-work of Salvati- 
10nflonz and therefore you can't be too tender 
c onlof a thing that ſo nearly concerns your eternal 
caſtii Happineſs. I recommend this Point to your 
| onfiCare with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at pre- 
pro-Fſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of 
itleYContempt, and I fear the Gentry have a 
the greater Hand in the Scandal, than the Com- 
sSenonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters more 
Lrawirequently in Diſcourſe ; it's the vulgar To- 
hs ofpick of Converſation, the Subject of our 
ſs tlieats, the Source of Diviſions, and by 
Conſequence of our Misfortunes : Yet not 
one of a hundred knows the very Meaning 
of the Word, and not two ina thouſand agree 
pon the thing; the very Idea's we have of 
tare wild and monſtrous. 

| have heard with Indignation and Horror, 
ſome Gentlemen pronounce ex Cathedra, 
That Religion is a Grievance, no Duty, be- 
cauſe it controuls our moſt nobly Faculty, 
; buſtie Underſtanding, and enſlayes us to blind 
| Obedience. 
Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and 
Wroteſt, that Orthodoxy and Profit go to- 
gether : So that in thoſe Mens Theology 
Toilſſurciſin, with a 1060 per ann. is more credi- 
TakPle, than Chriſtianity with 500. Others 
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Others again confound Religion with Fa- YC 
Ction, and ſo to carry a black Defign ſtrike J“ 
in with any Conventicle, they cry out for % 
Liberty of Conſcience, although they have 0 
none for Reformation, though they delight Ini 
in Tumults, and feign the Angel to play the Il 
Fiend, tl} 

Others, like an abandon'd Brat, drop it Rind 
at Church-mens Doors, and fancy it's aMon- Ie. 
ſter of their Begetting. Craft, ( ſay they) 
Fugling and Intereſt brought it forth, whilſt 
Superſtition and Policy maintains it. 

But by theſe Gentlemens leave, Religion 
is neither the Product of Spleen, nor the 
Fruit of Imagination; its neither a Srari/?'s 
Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention; it came 
from Heaven, and was planted on Earth by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and we muſt either 
believe it here, or burn for our Infidelity 
hereafter ; He that believeth, and is baptized, 
ſball be ſaved ;, but he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned. 

_ Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they 
will be received, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. 
The Apoftle delivers the ſame Doctrine ;F 
Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Now 
without doubt God made Heaven for his] 
Friends, not for his Enemies: for thoſe who 
pleaſe him, not for thoſe who contemn his 
Laws, and ſport with his moſt peremptory 
. | Command 
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a. command. Again St. Auguſtin tells us, 
ke Ubi vera fides non eſt, nec pateſt vera eſſe ju- 
or ia. But ti's Frenzy and Illuſion to exceſs, 
ve Io fancy, that a Man not truly juſt will be ad- 
ht Initted into the eternal Joys of Heaven; it 
he follows therefore very Juſtly that Salva- 
tion is a Chymæra out of Chriſt's Church, 
it Rand by conſequence, that all thoſe Libertine 
on- Gentlemen, who play with Religion, and 
ey) port with Faith, are in a fair way todeplore 
ilſt Neternally their factious Impiety. I would 
have em ſpend ſome cool Thoughts on the 
Matter, and conſider ſeriouſly, whether a 
Petty, Brutiſh, nay, Atheiſtical Satisfaction 
can countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whe- 
her they would not give more pregnant 
Proofs of Wit and Judgment by enquiring 
fter the true Religion, than by lampooning 
all. | 
Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you 
alk by the Light of Reaſon, and frame your 
onduct by its inviolable Maxims ; that you 
geither curſe God, nor wrong your Neigh- 
Pour; that you neither invade his Lands, 
Por impeach his Reputation; that your 
Hands are not dipt in Blood, nor your 
ongue 1n Gall ; that you defile no Man's 
ed, nor encroach on his Property: Theſe 
i Negatives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, 
E nor 


* De Ser. Dei in monte. | HH 19. 
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nor place you in Bliſs. Faith muſt car b. 
ry a Torch before you, otherwiſe you'll b 
ramble in the Dark, and wander in Error w 
till the Flames of Hell diſplay the MiſtakeJ u 
and at the ſame time puniſh it. ef 
But do you think, Neander, that thoſÞto 
Men, who talk down Religion, and cry un lic 
Morals, are at the Bottom greater Friend w. 
to the one, than to the other? Alas! none 
their Actions are as libertine as their Belief 
and if we may judge by Appearance, the; 
have no more of the Man, than of the Chri we 
ſtian: For whoever ſaw theſe mighty Advoſ pr. 
cates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regula 7 
Tity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Virtue, by 
when they actually condemn'd it in Practice 
I have often indeed heard your qualified De 
bauchees talk moſt feelingly of Sobriety ove 
Champane, of Temperance at a full Table 
And l once met with a Proſtitute, that ex 
tolled Chaſtity like a Veſtal. You muſt there 
fore, when you meet with infidel Moraliſts 
ſuppoſe, they only comnſend Virtue in Jef 
but practiſe Vice in good Earneſt, and th: 
they are as far from enſlaving their Paſlior 
to the Laws of Nature, as their Judgmenſ 
to Divine Revelation. 
Take not Religion upon Credit; there ai 
in the World Teachers of falſe Tenets, : 


well as Coiners of falſe Crowns; and ot 
ri 


ere al 
ets, © 
as YC 
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bring theſe to the Touch- Stone, ſo you mult 
bring thoſe. To believe, you kuow not 
why, is rather Stupidity than Faith; it's to 
unfence Religion, to lay it open to the weak- 
eſt Aſſault of Schiſm and Hereſy. In fine, 


I to believe nothing, is Madneſs, and to be- 


lieve any thing, Folly. He is truly happy 


J who walks between theſe two Extreams,and 


neither believes too much nor too little. 
X. 
The Religion you muſt embrace, is that 


which Chriſt revealed, and his Apoſtles 


preach'd : This may be denied by a Jew or 
Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, being 
God, he had Authority to command, and 
we have an indiſpenſable Obligation to obey; 


Fnor could he ſet up Impoſtures for Truths, 


or impoſe Falſhood under the Mask of divine 
Revelation. The Apoſtles indeed were Men, 


but inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently 


no more ſubject to Error, than the divine 


Ppirit that gave his Oracles through the Or- 


gans of their Mouths. 
This is a Summary of your Duty to God, 
that you owe your Neighbour ſhall be the 
ubje& of our next Entertainment. lu the 
nean time you mult be my Gueſt to Day, 
pray refuſe me not the Favour. 
Nean.l am at your Command; bat let me de- 
Ire you to give me theſe excellent Documents 
E 2 in 
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in writing; they are too long to be remem- I 
ber'd, and too uſeful to be forgot. 4 ( 

Euſeb. L' comply with your Deſires, and} ; 
at my Leaſure ſet down what I can call toe 


Memory. | | T7 
' (6 £ 

. «h 
DIALOGUE Iv. II 

W hether Gentlemen are obliged to pradiſe p 
Virtue. — 

h: 


«© COCarce was Dinner ended, but in cam v. 

* Fleutherins an Acquaintance of Ff m 
© bins ; he was a Gentleman of a worthy FaÞ p. 
* mily, and of an Eſtate ſuitable to his Cha$ di 
* racer. Liberty and Pleaſure were his dar as 
© ling Paſſions; and I have heard him ſay 
* he had rather want Grace than Wit, al 
though he had no great Proviſion of eithe 
He could not endure to be crowded wit 
© Viſits, or yoak'd in Ceremony, becau 
« ſuch Formalities entrench'd on Freedor 
and put Liberty under Conſtraint ; and fc 
<« this reaſon he never went to Court: Fc 
*© he compared Courtiers to ſo many Slave 
* who move in Fetters, and live for other 
© not for themſelves ; ſometimes to work q E- 
down Labourers, more fit for Sleep tha Ele 

& Pleaſurc 
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m- Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above 
« Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſci- 
andF* ence, ſo that his Name jumpt with his Hu- 
to“ mour ; his Religion was of the laſt Edition, 
that is, Puritaniſm cut on Independency, and 
* garniſn'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties ; 
he aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith a- 
lone, and therefore condemn'd good Works 
das Heterodox, as Encroachments upon Chri- 
7 ſtian Liberty, and Grievances to the Sub- 
ye jet : Hence he hated Humiliation-Days, 
and could never be perſuaded to faſt, till he 
had regaled his Appetite. One Day he mo- 
ved that the Statute de comburendo Heretico 
might be reviv'd, ang executed upon a 
Perſon, for ſaying that eftote perfecti was ad- 
dreſſed to Gentlemen; he look'd upon it 
as a ſcandalum magnatum, and a clipping of 
*the Privilege of Peerage. In fine, he 
was of Opinion, that Fancy was the only 
Rule of a Gentleman's Faith, and Pleaſure 
that of his Actions. 


Euſeb. Welcome, Eleutherius, pray ſit down. 
hy ſo thoughtful and recollected? 1 ſup- 
oſe you are come from your Devotions, 
orning-Service is juſt done. | 
Eleut he. Why, Man, this is not the Lord's Day. 
Euſeb. Pray of what Religion are you? 
Eleuthe. I am a Chriſtian. 


E 2 Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. Ay, that may be, but of what 
Perſuaſion ? For that Notion reaches a great 
way : There are Chriſtian Papiſts, Chriſtian 
Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels; and then there 


are Proteſtants, and True Proteſtants ;, and in 


fine, there are Etcetera Chriſtians, with which 
of theſe do you convene ? 
Eleuthe. With all, and with neither, that 
is, I have drawa off the Spirits from each, 
and left the Caput mortuum behind; in ſhort, 
my Religion is new and modiſh: Tis grin- 
ned at indeed by ſome, but practiſed by the 
greater and more witty Part of the Nobili- 
ty ; *tis Reformation upon Reformation. 
Euſeb. Mettle upon Mettle, is a Soleciſm 
in Heraldry, and why not Reformation upon 
Reformation in Religion ? but under Favour 
if general Practice hits right with the Pre- 
cepts of your Religion, they are Fly-blown; 
and were I diſpoſed to dogrel it, I would 
only gloſs upon that Fext. Follow my Counſel, 
Elentherins ; ſay common Practice claſhes 
with its Maxims, or elle you'll give too 
great an Advantage to Criticiſm and Enqui- 
ry. For if what you ſay be true, your Reli- 


gion is without Fence, without Rampart, 


and alittle Reaſon will batter the whole Fa- 
brick about your Ears; for when the Queſti- 
on is about good and evil, Practice ſtands on 
the wrong fide. But, Sir, let us wave Diſ 

| pute 
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pute 3. ſuppoſing you are a Chriſtian, what 
Harm is there in going to Church on a Feria? 
Eleuthe. What Harm is it to ſink my Cha- 
rater, and fling up my Charter? 

Euſeb, Why Praying and good Works 
come not within the Statute of Treaſon, I 
hope? 

Eleut he. Take care, you may ſlip into a 
premure before you are aware. Liberty and 
Property are edged Tools now a days, few 
have meddled with them without a Scar. 

Euſeb. You are ina very merry Vein to 
Day, but methinks the Subject bears no Rai- 
lery. Prithee (Drollery apart) what do you 
mean by Liberty, Property, and Premunire ? 

Eleuthe, In ſhort then Gentlemen are not 
tied up to Works of Supererogation, to Virtue, 
perfection, and twenty other Niceties; all 


che World knows that Chriſtians are free- 


bora Subjects, exempt from the Bondage of 
Precept and Ceremony. They date their 
Liberty from the Moment of their Baptiſm 
and a Learned Clerk, let me tell you, was 


Jef Opinion, that the very Ten Command- 
j. nents expired with the Synagogue. 


| Now, 
dir, to bring Gentlemen upon their Knees to 


'Fiacumber their Liberty with Laws and Sta- 
, Fiutes, is to touch 'em in the molt ſenſible 


part. Engliſhmen will ſtand for their Birth- 
right, and: not give up tamely ſo conſidera- 


4 ble 
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ble a Priviledge; and if you ſtrive to wreſt I pi 
it out of their Hands, you may perchance Þ fc 
repent of the Attempt. Vou will have todo 
with Numbers and Power: and though da 
Truth ſtands for you, if Force ſides againſt I Fo 
you, the Field will be loſt. tor 
Neand. This is Liberty indeed with a Ven- YH 
geance. Nature at this rate, and Senſuality, Yay 
are let looſe, and have a large Field to wal 
in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the World toi 
baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all A- 
bominations ; he may break through all the 
Barriers of Nature, Reaſon andReligion ; he 
may coſen and murder not only with Impu 
nity, but alſo with Devotion. I would hav 
You draw up a Petition againſt Goals, Pillo 
ries, and Execution; nay, it would not be 
amiſs at your next Coffee- Houſe- Aſſembly, tal 
vote down Hell alſo as a Grievance to the 
freeborn Subjects of the Covenant. F 
Eleuthe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'c 
the Point, he hasoverſhot the Truth and him 
ſelf too; But Il maintain at leaſt; that GenKhj 
tlemen are not bound up to-what Divines cal 
Virtue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries loo 
well enough in a Canonical Caſſock, or i 
Clergyman's Dreſs, but in Scarlet and Gol.,c: 
Lace, they make a lean Figures they wal 
in Embroidery, as little David did in Sauhrn 
Armour, very awkardly, and rather fun, r. 
ni 
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eſt U oiſh Matter for Diverſion, than for Edi- 
ce ¶ fication. 
do Enxſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scan- 
h dal than the former, lam ſure tis equally falſe. 
alt for tell me, have not our Gentlemen and 
topping Mortals received from the Liberal 
en · ¶ Hands of God, a far greater Allowance of 
ity, Yfavour, than Vulgars ? 
all Elenthe. No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf 
1 toflis a Favour of the firſt Claſs; it raiſes a Man 
| A-Yibove the Croud and Smoak of the World, 
theſſit entitles him to Honour and Reſpect; the 
Prince moves here below, as the Sun does 
dove in Glory and Magnificence ; Gentle- 
nen are Stars placed about him for Pomp, 
ſtate and Ornament; beſides, Gentlemens 
Modies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
Whoſe of a meaner Condition; their Com- 
hqplexion is more bright and ſprightly ; their 
„Rir more polite; In fine, Nature is like 
an Warvers, who ſlubber over thoſe Pieces that 
 himFre condem'd to Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe 
Gelhith the laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. 
es ca Euſeb. You argue right for me; but then 
; 100Yon confute your own Theſis. For if Gen- 
or emen have received more Favours than the 
Gol eaſant, certainly they are oblig'd in Honour 
Wai well as Duty, to make a more ample Re- 
Sau rn of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince 
r furſke raiſed one from the Degree of a Page to 
01 E 5 that. 
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that of a Lord or Captain of his Guards, that 
he has at the ſame time flung in 12000 per ann. 
to ſupport the Title, and ſet off his Digni- 
ty; has not this ne dated Peer a more ſtrait 
Obligation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, 
than a Dray-man, that only enjoys the com- 
mon Protection of the Government? This'is 
our Caſe to a Hair. Vou grant on the one 
Hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only under 
the common and fundamental Duties of a 
Subject, but alſo : under the additional Ties 
of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince ; and on the 
other you confeſs, that God has with greater 
Profuſeneſs pour'd out hisLiberality on Gen- 
tlemen,than onClowns and Tradeſmen ; why 
then is not their Obligation greater to ſerve 
him ? 

Eleut he. Their very Station and Rank, is 
their Patent of Exemption ; in ſhort, they 
have no time : For you muſt allow a Gentle- 
man Ten Hours for Sleep, a Quarter for his 
private Affairs, Two Hours to ſaunter from 
the Stable to the Dog-kennel; Three for 
Dinner, and as many for Supper; almoſt 
Six for the Tavern, Coffee-houſe and The- 
atre; ſo that you may ſee here remains no 
time for God and Virtue. 


Enſeb. Your Arithmetick, overballances l 


your Chriſtianity. Is it not ridiculous, 
(1 mean impious ) to take the length of a 
Man's Duty by his Practice, to argue mag 

Fat 


dour 


CES 
us; 
f a 


om 
wall 


watch and pray in the Goſpel; and St. Paul 
in his Epiſtle recommends Sobriety and Cha- 
ſtity. Now I think Men ſeldom watch or 
pray while they fleep, and as ſeldom learn 
Sobriety in Taverns, or Chaſtity in Brochels, 


or Morality in profligate Converſation; tell 
me then not what Gentlemen do, but what 
they ſhould do; which in ſhort is this: As 
they have but one Affair to manage, which 


is their Salvation, ſo alktheir Thoughts and 
Actions muſt look that Way; if any Motion 
war ps from this Center, they ſwerve from 
their Duty; they muſt balk Appetite, not 
gratify it; and either ſtifle Paſſions, or fet- 
ter um; they muſt be humble in Proſperity, 


and great in Adverſity, (i. e.) they muſt 


bear that with Moderation, this without 
Clamours or Impatienge; they mult rather 


forfeit their Lives than Conſcience, and poſt- 
pone Pleaſure to their Duty. Theſe are the 
Offices of Gentlemen: For Men were plac'd 


in this World to caltivate Virtue, and to en- 


jy the Fruit of it hereafter ; tho' they la- 
dour. and ſweat from the Cradle to the. Cof- - 


fin, 
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Fact to Right, and Subpene Tranſgreſſion 
to witneſs for the Breach of a Precept? You - 
have cary'd-out a Gentleman's Time exactly 
enough, but not juſtly; and I doubt much 
J whether he will ſtand to it in the next World 
tho' he may perchance in this. God bids *um 
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fin, to advance their temporal Concerns : || as we 
they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their ¶ your 
Happineſs; they are Strangers to themſelves, your 
and only Gueſts in their own Houſe ; they Þ bare « 
drudge continually, yet do nothing, and ſo | will c 
are laboriouſly idle. Tell me not then of Þ we to 
Sleep, Viſits, Horſes, Hounds, Tavernt, and Play- tion, 
Houſes ;, theſe things, with ſome Grains of Al- very \ 
lowance, may be permitted Gentlemen as | cept, 
Amuſements and Diverſions, but got as Es, 
Buſineſs; their Buſineſs, their grand Con- BI muſt 
cern, and their only Concern, is God's Ser- Iperer. 
vice, and their Salvation; and if they ſquan- keep t 
der the precious Moments of Time he has Ya Mar 
afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the Ity ſink 
very End of their Creation. Direct 
Eleuthe. You are warm, methinks, and Four Ca 
preſs very hard on Quality ; but I ſuppoſe Ino leſs 
you are only in the Vein of Banteriag , Itine, z 
and intend to ſhew how well you can manage fſenſua] 
an ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation Law ar 
can ſometimes ſupply the Place of Reaſon Rein, 
and Argument; thou art excellently quali- Ito pla: 
fied for the Pulpit ; thou haſt Words and In- Itraint, 
vective at Command; prithee off with thyſne tell 
Jump, and on with a Cafſeck ; thou wilt runPuty, 
down Vice at an unmerciful Rate, and talkpot to | 
Debauchery out of Countenance ; no SinMobile 
will ſtand thee, no Hereſy affront thee ; butnore t 
by the by, Euſebius, you are ſubject to ſlipprough 
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as well as your Neighbour ; and ſometimes 
your Paſſion runs ſo faſt, that it diſtances 
your Reaſon : For I think you grant that the 
bare Obſervation of God's Commandments 
will carry a Man to Heaven, what then have 
we to do with your Works of Supereroga- 


tion, Mortification, and Auſterities? The 


very Word implies Counſel only, not a Pre- 
cept, and by Conſequence no Obligation. 
Enſeb. I grant what you deſire, but then 
| muſt add, that without theſe Works of Su- 
Ipererogation, as you call *um, you'll never 
keep thoſe Commandments. You can't hit 
a Mark, nnleſs you level higher. Gravi- 
ty ſinks the Arrow under the firſt Line of 
Direction in Spight of the Impulſe. This is 
our Caſe, Nature draws towards the Center, 
no leſs than Weight; *tis wanton and liber- 
tine, and loves to range in the Latitude of 
ſenſual Pleaſure, not within the Compaſs of 
w and Regularity. Now, if you looſe the 
Rein, and give it the whole Line of Duty 
o play in, 'twill break through that Re- 
n- ſtraint, and carry you. beyond it For let 
Ine tell you, Appetite is not careſſed into 
uunPDuty, but beaten into it; and Paſſions are 
IkÞot to be tam'd by Condeſcendence. Like the 
10Þ|Mobile, the more Liberty you give um, the 
utMnore they ask; they muſt be dieted and 
ipprought low, otherwiſe they'll fly in Jour 
at FACE. 


1 


22 
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Face. In fine, if you will not have um, ask Je | 
what is unjuſt, refuſe um what is lawful ; be- Itrem 
ſides, Indulgence arms 'um, it gives um. a Ie fi 
Proſpet of their own Power and your I Dai 
Weakneſs ; and then if each ſinglebeaMatch. Nick 
for a Gyant, who can reſiſt the whole Band and c 
drawn up in a Body? You boggle at great. Frroac 
Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scru- Itible 
ple or Remorſe ; you ſhut your Ears againſt Ithen i 
the inward Calls of God's Grace, and ſtrug- 
gle with his Inſpirations. All theſe things 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker; they 
are Contempts and Diſreſpects, tho' not 
Treaſons. In fine, they are Sins. Now, 
whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the Face 
without Horror, will ſoon commit great 
ones with Pleaſure; for they are both really 
dins, and muſt be repented of; the Difference 
lies only in the Greatneſs on the one ſide, and 
in theLittleneſs on the other. When Marius 
was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt 
not look theEnemy in the Face; their Gygan- 
tick Stature and Barbarous Aſpect cow'd the 
Roman Bravery : But when they had beheld 
theſe barbarous Germans three Days from the 
Camp, their Spirits reviv'd, and their con- 
gealed Courage began to circulate through 
every Vein; they not only fought um, but 
overcame. Juſt ſo a Man educated in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, cannot think , 
the 
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the Breach of a Commandment without 
trembling, without Convulſions ; but then 
he ſlides into trivial Commiſſions : At firſt, 
Damp riſes over his Stomach, he is crop- 
ick, uneaſie, he continues on his Courſe, 
and Conſcience begins to ſlumber ; its Re- 
proaches are faint; its Strings ſcarce percep- 
able; Cuſtom flings in a Doſe of Opium, and 
then it falls into a Lethargy ; and when Man 

is once arrived at this Pitch of Inſenſibility, 
he boggles at no Impiety ; he breaks through 
od's Commands, and will ſtorm Hell to ſa- 
isfe Paſſion. From whence comes this, but 
rom your Principle, ht Gentlemen are not tied 
Wop to Virtue, Patience, Humility? For, did 
tuch Gentlemen mortifie Appetite, and cruſh 
Penſuality in the Cradle; did they place all 
their Satisfactions in an abſolute Obedience 
o their Maker's Will, and never allow Na- 
ure and Senſes any Play days, they would 
t pot have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, 
tor left all in common to Licentiouſneſs ; 
hey had never made their Inclinations their 
Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole Boundaries of 
heir Actions: For that Aphoriſm is moſt 


n- rue, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, no Body 
humps into Il] on the ſuddain ; Negli- 
uthence, and Diſtruſt, weaken God's Com- 
henands, before we venture to break em. Now, 


: ppoling all Men are oblig'd to Virtue, it 


natu- 
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naturally follows, that this Obligation lyes 
harder on Gentlemen, 

Hirſt, they lie more in the Reach of Temp. 

tation, than People of an inferiour Rank; 

more in View of the Enemy ; their Circum- 


ſtances then require Vigilance ; they muſt 


ſtand Centinel, and place Out-Guards for 
fear of a Surprize. A poor Man, that can 
ſcarce furniſh Neceſlaries for Life, has nei- 
ther the Means nor Thought to pamper 
Luxury; Nature is work'd down, and rather 
cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhort, 
he can ſcarce live, much leſs riot ; Pride 
can't come at him, it muſt paſs through 
Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach him. 
Now, this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to 
ſtoop ſo low, it loves not to lie on a Dung: 
hil, or ſleep on Straw ; and a man that dai- 
ly ſees and feels nothing but Want and Mi- 
ſery, muſt be mad before he can be proud, 
or grow vain upon any fond Preſumption: 
Beſides, Appetite is ſo kept under by Neceſ- 
ſity, that it can ſcarce crawl; its very De- 
ſrres reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 
Hunger; and Cloaths, to fence off Cold, and 
vail Nackedneſs. No ill Object paſſes through 
the poor Man'sEyes into theHeart; they draw 
in no Species but thoſe of Beaſts and Dung- 
hils ; ſo that whatever they behold is either 
rebating or innocent. In fine, they are — 
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low Temptation, and like a ſmall diſmantled 

Village, not worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen 
Itand the Mark of every Temptation, the 
; BiWorld, the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem to have 
egter'd a triple League againſt them; they 
are mark'd out for Slaughter and Sacrifice; 
they live in the midſt of Plague and lnfecti- 
on, and can't take one Step without meeting 
Danger, nor breath without taking in Con- 
rJagion; the World fawns on them; Paſſions 
revolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnare 
„Item; fine Sights debauch the Eyes, Muſick 
efithe Ears, Ragou's the Taſte, Perfumes the 
Smell, and falſe Principles the Underſtand- 
] 
0 


Ing; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies 
put um in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman 
s beſet on all fides ; each Vice batters his 
Conſtancy, and aſſaults his Innocence. Now, 
what Way can he come off with Victory ? 
He muſt raiſe Counter-Batter ies, and dif- 
I nount thoſe Engines that play upon him; he 
. muſt make a Sally, and face Pride with Hu- 
. Imility, Luxury with Continency, Intempe- 
eflrance with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure 
4Ivith that of Duty: In Morals as well as Phy- 
hlicks Contraries alone defeat Contraries. 
Does not Nature tell us, as well as Experi- 
- fence, that when the Attack is brisk and vi- 
e 


r lgorous, the Place will infallibly be taken, 
unleſs the Defendant beat off Force with 
W Force, 


94 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 


Force, and tire out the Aſſailants with Reſo- 
lution. 

Secondly. The Faults of the baſer ſort of 
Mankind are Perſonal ; they never ſpread; 
like an Apople y they ſtrike but one; the Miſ- 
chief ends where it begun, and one Life ſa- 
tisfies its Fury. But Gentlemens Crimes be- 
come univerſal, like the Plague they ſweep 
away whole Families, and drive Mortality 
and Deſolation before um. For the Vulgar 
are an apiſn Generation, they live onlmitation, 
and are carried away by theExample of Great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of 
the ſuperior ; ſo that if a Maſter throws his 
Vices among the Family, they are ſoon pick'd 
up; and wore as Robes of Honour. For Ser- 
vants that know their Fortune depends ona 
Maſter's Smile, will not eaſily diſpleaſe him: 
They eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, 
and ſtrike in with his Inclination : They ap- 
plaud his Extravagancies firſt, and then adopt 
them by Practice. And thus by this abomi- 
nable Complaiſance, Slaves oftentimes work 
themſelves into their Maſters Favours, and 
not ſeldom into their Eſtates and Dignities 
And then when Vice is ſo extravagantly re- 
warded, both with Eſtate and Pleaſure, 


when a Man can debauch himſelf into a com- 
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he'll venture on the Entreprize. Beſides, 
ins ſupported with Eſcutcheon and Title 
Yaſs for Grandeur: Nay, and Vice at the 
Head of a pompous Retinue is often miſtaken 
- Wor Virtue. For the Vulgar judge by the 
yes, not by Reaſon ; and whatever appears 

reat, they conclude good, as if Glittering 
ind Value were Synonimous Who has 
' ſpread this Illuſion through the whole Maſs 
r of theſe Mortals, but the Nobility ? Gen- 
, Milemen therefore, beſides the direct Obli- 
tation of Obedience they owe to God, they 
ie under a collateral one of Charity towards 
$ Mtheir Neighbours, and by Conſequence, their 
I Filings carry Scandal along with 'um, as well 
J Diſobedience ; ſo that every Crime they 
commit, may be call'd Legion. 
Eleuthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, 
you'll over-heat your Lungs, and diſcom- 
poſe your Fabrick. But pray, Sir, under Fa- 
our, are Maſters Goalers ex officio? or muſt 
- hey be Bayl for their Servants good Behavi- 
Kur? 
d Eiſeb. No, but then they muſt not be their 
lurderers. 
e Eleuthe. Why I ſuppoſe you don't intend 
eo caſt ſcandalous Reflexions upon the whole 
n- rogeny of Maſters? Have a care they may 

ring an Action of Calumny againſt you; 'tis 
dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage with 
Numbers. Eu ſe. 
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Euſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, 
ſay you ſtab Souls; if this be not Murder, 
tis fomething worſe, and if our Laws take 
no Cognizance of it, God's do. 

Eleuthe, What Maſters muſt play the 


Chaplains to their Families, as N. N. did; 


they muſt on with the Sarplice and T zpper, and 
preach to the Text of F:fthly Beloved i: it 
fo? Is our Brother gone aſtray ? Yea verily to 
Perdition. 

Euſ. Laughing and Drolery, are great Relief: 
at a non- plus. I have often ſeen ſome in Con- 
verſatiou, when their Stock of Reaſon was 
laid out, extream laviſh of ſuch Impertinen- 
cies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but 
preach within your own Walls; at leaſt by 
Example: This is more perſuaſive than 
Words; *tis within your Sphere, within 
the Liberties of your Office and Obligation 
too; or at leaſt ſhroud your own Abomina- 
tions under a Cover; let them not take Air, 
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they ll fit more eaſie on your Conſcience, and 
not entangle others; if you'll not couple 
together the Office of Chaplain and Maſter, 
don't that of Gentleman and Devil. 

Eleut he. I perceive by your Diſcouſe, that 
Gentlemen will not gain your good Will Elet 
unleſs they put on Fetters, and fee their 7/ 
Keepers. Slavery is not ſo valuable a Blel-J ight 1 
ſing, as to be purchas d. People often bu) 

Liberty 
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Liberty, but ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtand 
forſooth upon Reſervedneſs and Cere- 
mony with my Lacquay or Groom, put a 
Reſtraint upon my Freedom, mure up my 
Mouth, and ſtifle Mirth, or elſe cry out, 
ik, under Favour! Or, Pray be not ſcanda- 
r! Is not this to put Jack in the Coach, 
uind perch my Lord behind it? to place Tom 
In the Parlour, and bind over Right Worſhip- 
{to the Kitchen? In ſhort, Speculation and 
Theory may approve your Morals, Practice 
-Ycnnot. We hire Mens Service, not their 
Devotion. 
Enſeb. Very well, according to your Ca- 
taiſtry, Precedents vye the Standard of 
Might, and then in the ſame Figzre and Mode 
uit follows plain enough, that becauſe Men 
ineamn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and we 
re eternally miſerable by Law. The Con- 
kquence is Logical enough, but not too 
Chriſtian. However, if Hell have ſuch won- 
lerful Charms, run into its Embraces: But 
emember there is no Return ; and look be- 
bre you jump, elſe you may condemn your 
folly, but not amend it. Quick Reſoluti- 
0s are ſoon repented. 
Eleutherius ars/e in a Heat, and walked a- 
ot the Room, his Pulſe beat high, and one 
might read the Trouble of his Mind on his Cheeks. 


ty Eleutheꝛ 
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Eleuthe. 1 love not theſe ſevere Morals fthe S. 
they cow the Spirits, disjoynt ConverſationWfoot-! 
and clog Freedom. Spleen begot em, Me ſcienc 
lancholy nurs'd 'em, and Envy recommendFJvillin 
ed *em to the Pulplt. For, I find theſe MeqEHono! 
are the great Champions of Virtue, that ar E 
not able to be vicious; and thoſe declainfivith 
moſt againſt Pleafure that are paſt enjoying Creat. 
it. Yet theſe falſe Devotees will needs impoſerva! 
on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence as rom 
Law for others. Diſcre 

Euſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done too wi 
you are ſtill Maſter of your Practice, thougiWhen | 
neither of us can command Principles; the Ele- 
come not within the Precinct of your LiberYWeſt 
ty; are neither ſubje& to Change or AlteWher h 
ration; Semper idem, is their Motto. In If, but 
Word, Sir, I mould not my Diſcourſe t ſhot 
an Humoriſt's Inclination, but to the RuleMne an 
of Truth. Judgment and Conviction moe we 
my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have inppro\ 
poſed on you, unmask the Impoſture ; if noſſer ves 
let good Humour run in its ordinary Chan Paten 
nel. Io ſtrike in with a Patient's DiſeaſQank'd 
is not Kindneſs, but Cruelty ; and I believ@uaiſh' 
you had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper witſhonſiſt. 
Coloquintida, than be be ſent into the nexFlaces 
World with 7ulips. nad 

Eleuthe. It's true, but I would not be defÞple Cr 
barr'd of Elbow Room, nor willingly fit iÞ{ercy 

: th 
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Ime Stocks, or be awed by a Groom or a 
\Rfoot-Boy. I would not bid Defiance to Con- 
Mſcience, nor war upon the Almighty. Iam 
Filling to condeſcend to an Agreement upon 
MHonourableConditions. 

Euſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon Terms 
with your Maker! and Article with your 
Creator? id eſt, you'll vouchſafe to be his 
ervant, provided he takes off all Reſtraint 
rom Nature, and give you leave to live at 

Diſcretion ? Fye, fye, Eleutherius, you are 

too weak to grapple with the Omnipotent ; 
rhen he commands, you muſt obey. 
Eleuthe. Right, when he commands; the 
Queſtion it not de jure but de facto, not whe- 
her he can command theſe Trifles you ſpoke 
, but whether he has commanded em. For 
0 hort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vir- 
ge and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what 
je wou'd be at. For what one Country 
pproves, another condemns ; and what de- 
erves the Halter under one Elevation merits 
Patent under another. The Lacedemonians 
i{Fank'd ſubtil Thefts among the Virtues, and 
uniſh'd your clumſy Lurchers; as if the Sin 
nfiſted in the Diſcovery alone. In other 
Flaces it's an Act of Piety to feed heartily 
na deceaſed Relation, and an unpardona- 
deple Crime to deliver a Father over to the 
t iÞ{ercy of Worms. 
th Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. What do you mean? El 
Eleuthe. | mean, that Good and Evil, Ine. 
Right and Wrong, Virtue and Vice, lie much palat 
in Fancy and Education; that Policy and E. 
Cuſtom coin theſe different Notions. Why Vn 
elſe is the ſame thing Good under one Meri. 
di an, and Evil under another? Popery it 
Italy, France and Spain is voted Orthodox; 
in England Heterodox. Beyond Seas Faſting 
and Celibacy are meritorious; in England Ce verſa 
libacy is ſuperſtitious, vain and hy pocriticalſi Blind 
So that in Concluſion, Good and Bad vary witifler? 
the Climate, and by conſequence take theigCreat 
Being from Imagination, Intereſt, or CiviſſStroa 
Authority, unleſs you'll ſay that all MenWthe D 
Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. nent, 
Euſeb. No doubt, you have harangued exYOh Fr 
cellently on the Text of Libertiniſm ; w broad 
don't you confound all Religions, as well old t 
all Actions? | have 1 
Neand. I believe he does: For if Virtulive ſo 
and Vice differ only in Name, Faith and Infi ou f 
delity may eaſily be reconciled, and thealls ir 
Mahometiſm may put in as good Pretenſionſſſbey | 
to Revelation as Chriſtianity. vell-b 
Euſeb. Prithee, Eleutherius, talk no mord M 
of Faith, of Church, of Religion; thy Breatroard 
ſmells rank enough to fly-blow Truth, anffelves! 
to taint the Goſpel. Peſs, 


ter na 
Eleuth 
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Eleuthe. Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon 
Ine. Pray let our next Converſation be more 
u palatable. ; 

il Exſeb. By all means; we'll talk of Mine, 
vl Women, and Veniſon Paſties ;, theſe are pala- 
HM table Topicks for Epicures and Scavingers, 
nM but not for Gentlemen and Chriſtians. 
Eleuthe. Gentlemen your humble Servant. 
ll Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Eleutherius's uni- 
eArerſal Practice, drawn up in ſhort ; can 
Blindneſs, Stupidity, and Madneſs ſoar high- 
tier? Like crowned Victims theſe unhappy 
Creatures dance and ſing under the fatal 
viſfiStroak without Concern, without Senſe of 
the Danger! They laugh and drol] one Mo- 
nent, and hegin the next to weep eternally. 
oh Frenzy! They poſt in full Speed in the 
broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be 
told they ſpur to Heaven! What Notions 
have theſe Men of the other World, who 
ive ſo madly in this ! Surely they fancy the 
dul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body 
alls into Duſt, and that they die like Beaſts, 
hey live ſo like em. Yet theſe are your 
vell- bred Gentlemen, your Men of Parts 
and Merit : And indeed one muſt have ex- 
roardinary Breeding to compliment our 
elves into Hell; one muſt be witty to Mad- 


ternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſly. But ſeeing 
th F they 


neſs, and prudent to Folly, to contrive our 
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they will not profit by our Inſtructions, let 
us, Veander, by their Stupidity : We'll leave 
*em to their ſelves; their Vices can't damn, 
us; both Glory and Puniſhment are perſo- Lat 
nal; we have made a Day's Work of it; to, 
morrow we'll proſecute the ſame Subject. Y, 


— Fut 
DIALOGUE V. "to 
A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 1 


be: Leutherius at his Return to his Lodg- Im] 


« ings, grew uneaſie and ſullen ; the cult 
“e Jate Diſcourſe had alarm'd his Fears, and and 
© awaked his Conſcience, which began inf} entz 
& good Earneſt to call him to Account, and by t 
4e flung before him an ungrateful Journal oH Her 
© his Vices. The unhappy Gentleman waz rall) 
& unacqainted with ſuch Reproaches, h ſeld: 
& ſcarce underſtood the Language, and foundF' Ple⸗ 
«© in himſelf no Inclination to learn it. H © E 
thought he had treated Conſcience ſo ill wild 
ce it would not have the Confidence to return] taſte 
<« and indeed for ſeveral Years he heard n Libe 
© Newsof it; which made him ſuſpect if, on t. 
© was deceaſed, or had taken a Turn to th vela 
&« Indies for Diverſion. Mor 
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„go that he knew not what to make of 
theſe unuſual Gripes of theſe Aches of the 
*Stomach. At firſt he ſuſpected Euſebius had 
* latelligence with Satan, and cried out for 
*a Divine and Exorciſm. For why? (ſaid he) 
can't Potions conjure up from Hell the De- 
vil of Fear, as well as Phyltrums raiſe the 
fury of Love? But he ſoon confeſs'd, the 

Devil's Buſineſs was to deaden remorſe,not 
*to quicken it; to gag Conſcience, not to 
* provoke it into Clamours and Reproaches. 
Though Euſebius had argued down the 
* Gentleman's Underſtanding, he made no 
g- Impreſſion upon his Will; though this Fa- 
gel culty be really blind, it affects Command, 
dd“ and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government 
*ental'd on Reaſon ; when ever its ſeconded 
by the rebellious Mobile of unruly Paſſions. 
Hence it comes that our Judgment gene- 
"rally ſtrikes in with our Inclination, and 
ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt and 
nd F Pleaſure. 0 
Eleutherius had been train'd up in the 
wild Principles of Libertiniſm ; and having 
"taſted the Sweetneſs of an uncontrouled 
Liberty, he found in himſelf no Propenſi- 
on to enſlave his Reaſen to the Rules of Re- 
velation, nor his Practice to the Laws of 
Morality ; wherefore he bribed his #7 to 
over-reach his Reaſen, and very eagerly 
F 2 * helpt 
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"* helpt in the Impoſture; his Endeavour 
<< pes ſucceſsful ; for in Spight of Con- 
* yiction he queſtioned the Arguments of «One 
« Enſebins, and laid his late Defeat on the 


( 
* Weakneſs of his own Abilities, not on tha be 
Force of his Adverſaries Reaſons : And, N 
© now his Conſcience began to ſpeak in alowY, * 


der Tone; it upbraided him with a faintei. fine 
Accent and a kind of Reſpect; nor did he "38h 
doubt but a ſecond Conference would ſend, 

* it again beyond Sea; but he would not. 


of t. 
„leave the Cauſe to his own Management 4 þ 
but pitch upon his Friends, a Bariſter and (ai 
Courtier, whom he ſuppoſed to be might nals 
© Wits, becauſe they laught at Piety to Scar, - 
* dal. The Deſign was laid handſomly, 18 
© had a promiſing Aſpect; for tho' the Law 
„yer managed ill his Tongue, the other w: Eu 
© excellent at his Weapon, and ſo might pu pa 


on the Cauſe with a _ Point, as well af 
4 i brazen Forehead. 1 
9 next Morning deſired Eſc 
© to favour him with a Viſit in the Evening 
he promiſed to meet him at his Houſe, an ein, 
< put off Neander till the next Day. He weg. 
* at the time appointed, but found only if ould 
* lentherius's Lady at home. She receive 1 
Euſebius with Civility, and deſired him WF, ©, 
expect her Husband's Return. and 


cc Wi 


— 
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1 « She was a Lady of the Town, an Admirer 


* of Eaſe, and a Mortal Enemy to Conſtraint. 4 
"SJ" One Part of the Morning ſhe lay in herBed, j i 
» the other ſhe ſat at her 7 oy.er. She ſpent the 1 
| þ Evening | either in receiving Viſits, or re- I 
. * turning em. Her Wit run before her Judg- 4 
nent, but her Tongue diſtanc'd both. In 8 | 
| | fine, her Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above * i 
M' Earth. She was wedded to the World, en- 11 
i chanted with the preſent, and unmindful [ 
of the future. 1 
7 « After ſome uſual Civilities, Pray, Sir, * 
(id ſhe) give me Leave to enquire what 1 [1 


paſs d between my Husband and you yeſter- 18 
day, he return'd in Diſorder ; I hope there 4 
was no Blood drawn. 


N 
1 Euſeb. None: My Duelling-Days, Madam, 
e Paſt, my Sword has ſlept ſome Years in | 


be Scabbard, and nothing but an extraordi- 
ms, Occaſion ſhall releaſe it from that Con- 
_ Weement, | ; ; 


OY Lady. Perchance, Jou bled. his Pocket; 

. leeding is ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in mn 
„Nat Vein; and I have ſeen Perſons who N 
& ould let out ſeven Ounces of Blood with | | 
ner Grimaces, than one of Silver. And | 


deed Eleutherius is of this Humour, his Mo- 
and Patience go together. 


F 3 Euſ eb * | | | 
| 
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Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, 
not in Play, and | ſuppoſe he took Pet becauſe i (qr 
we could not agree upon tizePoint inQueſtion, Y 0, 

Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir, he and I play F 
at Croft Oueſt ions every Day; nay we ſeldom om 
are of the ſame Opinion: Yet you wonldſ egje 
take him for a Dove without Gall, without Cre 
Paſſion, yes, without Senſe, he bears my Hu- 1 
mour ſo tamely : Certainly you diſcuſs a hop 
Matter of Importance, to talk him into ſuch don 
an extraordinary Diſtemper. May I be ſo rude, wit 
as to ask you the Subject of yourConverſation' x 

Fuſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether ber. 
the Gentry be not obliged to practiſe Chri pra. 
ſian Virtues; and whether this Precept, fff him 
perfect, falls not as heavy on Lords and Ladie:Y Hea 
as on Valets de Chambres and Maiting - Nomen the 
Fleutherins maintain'd the Non-obligation 
and treated me with Heat and Paſſion, be 
cauſe I wonld not give up the Goſpel to el: 
pouſe his Error. 


Lady. Indeed Sir, | do not enter into Meng thit! 
Concerns, but | am of Opinion, char Precepfh 7 
reaches not our Sex. Our Conſtitution is 4% pre 
Icate, ſoft, and unatlempting, more fit for E- E 
than Labour, and more inclinable to Pleaſur Alas 


than Pain. Beſides Liberty is our Favourite man 
and Conſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very gy | 
Name of a Precept chills our Blood, and th the 
Obligation of a Command is an invincib! 
'Tempt: 
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Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cannot 
ſorely overcharge it with Prohibitions or 
Commands. 

Euſeb. But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have 
ſome Pretenſions for Heaven; you hope to 
enjoy God in the next World, as well as his 
Creatures in this. 

Lady. ll endeavour to be happy here, and 
hope to be ſo hereafter. Surely, Sir, you 
don't take me for a Japoneſe without Soul, 
without ExpeQation of a future State. 

Euſeb. No, Madam; but of too much Li- 
berty of Principle, and Education too. But 
pray, how will you find God unleſs you ſeek 
him? And how will you be received into 
Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
the Way to it by Virtue in your Life? Our 
Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that 
the Way to Heaven is narrow and never : 
Perchance your Ladyſhip has fallen upon a 
more convenient Road, and intends to ride 
thither in a Coach and S:x. 

Lady. I ſcek his Will in the Bible, and his 
Preſence in the Church. 


Euſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? 


Alas, Madam, the Knowledge of God's Com- 
mands will not ſave you; and I ſuppoſe ma- 
ny mourn in Hell, who ſometimes viſited 
the Church on a Sunday. You know, Ma- 


F 4 dam 


7 * 


— 
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'.z> - Father be condemnd to the driving of Liom, 


vour I demanded, you will let me try at leaſt 


— Q 
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dam, the greateſt Part of humane Actions 
are of themſelves indifferent, and take their 
Value from the Intention: They muſt be 
directed to God's Honour, to benefit our 
Souls; and tend to his Glory, to forward 
our Salvation. May -I be ſo bold, as to en- 
treat your Lady ſhip to favour me with a brief 
Account of the Method you uſe in the daily 
Oblation of your Actions? 

Lady. Sir, 1 have not yet reſolved on a 
Confeſſor; I own no ſuch Obligation; and 
I am not diſpoſed to Works of Supereroga- 
tion; and therefore you muſt not expect to 
ſound my Conſcience,or to read my Thoughts, 

Enſeb. I confeſs, I am not quite furniſh'd | 
for the Employment of Direction; and I had 


than to the leading of Beata. But however, 
ſeeing you are pleas'd to refuſe me the Fa- 


if Ican hit on your Method. 
“ Omnipotent Eternal God! for thy ſake; 
« E intend to devote every Action of this ll 
„Day to the World, without leaving one 
„Thought for Heaven. My only Care ſhall 
&« be to have none, and my only Study to a- 
& void Sollicitude. I'll glitter in Silks and Sil- 
© yer, and hang Lordſhips in my Ears; tho'Y 
« my Sons become Laquais, my Daughters, 
&« Chamber-maids, and my Husband faſts ont 
* my 
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ny Bravery in the King's-Bench or the Mar- 
ea. PH want nothing at Table but Ap- 
petite, and rather run upon Tick, than 
' F keep within the Bounds of Frugality or De- 
cency. After Dinner I'll either give or re- 
Turn Viſits, and entertain the Company at 
the Expence of Modeſty and Charity. In 
we Evening l' drive to the Hide-Park, and 
from thence ſtrike off to a Ball or a Comedy. 


ru pleaſe, thoſe Gallants who pleaſe me; 

d Fend ſmile on thoſe who extol my rare 

: PerfeQions, All this, O God! I offer up! 
Oc, 

. 15 

: In good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter ' 


te Moſt High at this Monſtrous Rate? Would 
t ſuch an Offering (like that of Cain) draw 
own a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing ? What! 
we ſeek God by trampling upon his Com- 
ands, and merit Heaven by deſerving Hell! 
„e Eris not this a faithful Copy of your Practice? 

© Wit not your Study, your Buſineſs, your on- 
Employment to invent new Pleaſures, and 
en to enjoy em! Now, Madam, if you dare 
t offer up your Actions to God, with what 
l. Ne can you expect a Reward ! Will he re- 
* mpence Vice, and crown Impiety ; Or, 

we I miſrepreſented your Conduct! Don't - 

u rave after Pleaſure, Vanity, and Gal- - 
ny Natry | 
V F 5 Lady. 
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Lady. What then ? cal 
Euſeb. St. Paul js very poſitive, that a Wo. | 
man that liveth in Pleaſure, is Dead while ſhe li. ¶ on. 
veth : She lives in Apearance, but is dead F tak 
in Effet ; he was indeed the Life off js i 
Senſe, but not that of Grace, and by Con- the 
ſequence will never enjoy that of Glory. fur 
Lady. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine I ty, 
Apparel without forfeiting her Robe of In- En 
nocence ? Muſt ſhe riſe from a full Table to not 
ſuffer eternal Hunger? Muſt ſhe be convey-YT ce 
ed from the Play-Houſe into a Place of Tor- De 
ments? Can't we be happy in the nextY r. 
World, unleſs we lie continually ſtretcht on Go 
Racks and Tor tures in this? 

Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall 
be heard, if you pleaſe, upon this Point. ee 
be to the Rich, te thoſe that feaſt, to thoſe tha 
laugh. You have, Madam, a plentiful Eſtate, 
you regale your Appetite, you laugh ſome 
times at your Neighbour's Virtues, and a 
often at the Expence of his Reputation: Da 
not therefore our Saviour's Maledictions con 
cern your Ladyſhip ? And will he receive 
vou in the next World with an Ege, wh 
ſtrikes you with a tripple Ye in this? 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge 
an Argument, and play the declaming Pe 
dant: Is it a Sin to viſit the Play-Houſe ? te 


dance at a Ball? to have a . EY take 
ate 
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ſtate? a well furniſh'd Table? and upon Oc- 


caſion to ſmile? 

Euſeb. J anſwer firſt, though theſe Acti- 
ons taken in Retail are not criminal, yet 
taken in a Lump they can't be innocent. For 
is it lawful, do you think, to confecrate all : 
the Moments of your Life to Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure? to careſs Paſſion, and court Senſuali- 
ty, to make Satisfaction the Principal and 
End of all your Deſires and Endeavours, and 
not to give Virtue the very Place of an Ac- 
ceſſory? What mean thoſe Precepts of Self- 
Denial, of ſuffering, of mortifying. the Sallies 


of the Fleſh ? Do they ſtand for Cyphers in the- 


Goſpel, or were they made meerly to tranſ- 
greſs? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Na- 
ture with all its Infirmities ? Did he ſufferr 
Hunger, Perſecution, Whips, and Death to- 
purchaſe us Grace, to be drawn from Hide-- 
Park to the Theatre? from thenceto Balls and 
Feaſts ?* Did we come into the World to> 
dance Menuets and Ricadones ? to ſing Air: 
either amorous or uncharitable.? 

Secondly, To ſee a Play that is either inno«- 
cent or inſtructive, is no Sin. But then to 
ſee five hundred Plays, that from the. Pro 


lague to the Epilogue, are either ſtuft with 


Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or em- 


broidered with Smut and Ribaldry, is 2a 


Sin. Can a Chriſtian with a ſafe Conſciencs: 


take Pleaſure in hearing the Name of his Re 


Gelber 
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deemer reviled, in ſeeing every part of his I 
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crucified Saviour recrucified in horridOaths? 
Does a Spectator of this ſecond Crucifixion | 
bear bim more Reverence, than thoſe of his 
Firſt? Can you ſee without a Crime, Virtue | 
brought every Evening to the Scaffold either 
as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd | 
or hooted at? and Vice tread the Stage firſt | 
with Pomp, and then go off with Reward? | 
Is it not a Sin to countenance one? And who 
countenances thoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm but 
thoſe who pay the Players and applaud the 
Poet ? 
I do not ſay it's aCrime preciſely to dance 

ſometimes at a Ball, to ſing an Aire alamode, 
to enjoy a fair Eſtate, to ſit at a full Table, | 
or to wear a gawdy Mantua, if you clear Ac- 
counts with Merchants and Taylors. But, 
Madam, theſe Amuſements are walted on | 
by ſo violent, ſo provoking Temptations, | 
that a Lady ſmitten ( to tranſport and do- 
tage with theſe Vanities) will certainly fall | 
into many crying Offences, and by Conſe- 
quence draw down upon her ſinful Head FI. 
both the Maledictions and Vengeance of our | 
Bleſſed Saviour. ; 
For alas! if the moſt. Watchful are 
ſometimes ſurprized, are not thoſe in Dan-H 
ger who ſleep in the very Camp of their Ene - 
mies? If thoſe Chriſtians can ſcare over- 
| come. 
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come the Allurements of Vice, who confine 
I themſelves to Retirement and Solitude; who 
check Appetite; who baulk Paſſion, and 


crucifie the Fleſh; will thoſe withſtand the 


Attacks of Concupiſcence; the Aſſaults of 
Satan, the fawning Charms of the World, 
who inflame the Blood with high Feeding? 
I who imbolden Paſſion by a criminal Conde- 
| Fſcendence?- and fooliſhly brave the Force of 
| Y the Devil's battering Engines without the 
1 Armour of Prayer, Humility. and Mortifica- 
don: | 
Lady. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out 
> Yfome Work for Ladies; ſet em a Task, and 
, regulate their Employment. I ſuppoſe you'll 
„ remove us at leaſt four Miles from London, 


is the Government does on Occaſion Papiſts ; 


t, Yor provide us with Wheels and Flax; or 
n Yconfine us to the Dairy to make Cheeſe-Cakes 
and Cu/tards for the Family. 
Euſeb. No, Madam, Town-Air is proper 
for your Complexion. I am not for Remo- 
e- ral into the Campagne, nor for gracing your 
ILadyſnip with the Title of Spinſtreſs; (tho? 
Perchance the Law does) I am of no levelling 
Wrinciples; Quality has Prerogatives, and 
re would have you maintain em: But then if 
in- Nou are a Lady, you are alſo a Chriſtian, and 
1e- Inuſt make good the Character, id eff, you 
er-Inuſt love thoſe. very things you hate, and 
me. hate 
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hatethoſe you dote on; Eaſe is your Darling, 
and Pleaſure your Favourite Inclination; 
you muſt withdraw your Affection from the 
one, and proſecute the other with Averſi- 
on; you pamper your Body to Exceſs, and Y ( 
careſs it almoſt to Idolatry; you mult treat 
it like an Enemy ; you maſt cut off all ſuper- 
fluous Sollicitude, and ſtint it to what is 
meerly neceſſary ; your Equipage and Furni- 
ture muſt anſwer your Rank, not your Va- Eu 
nity; and you muſt meaſure 'em alſo by your 
Husband's Eſtate, as well as by his Quality ; 
you mult educate your Children in the Fear 
of God, and give em Breeding ſuitable tc 
their Extraction. 

Her Ladyſhip flew out into a Paſſion; 
nd had not Fleutherius returned in the 
Nick of time, Euſebius might have founc 
„ by Experience, that good Counſel is often 
times ill received: But Eleutherius s Preſence 


« conjur'd the Tempeſt. He begged Exſeb iu. L. 
® Pardon for having diſappointed bim Text 
“aud told him ingeniouſly, he came fron "at 
beating the Drum, to invite two Volun{ 9iſtic 
© teers to continue the Combat, that they re Prim 
* fuſed to enter into Service. darlit 


« Pray, Sir, replied Euſebius, let the Cong Heart 
< troverſy ſleep; | have delivered my Op and o 
nion, if it jars with yours, 1 cannot helf that t 


n; youare your own. Maſter. After ſomligion 
| 0 i forc'd 
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indifferent Diſcourſe, Euſebius returned 
* home, and the next Day gave a Viſit to 
Neander, and proſecuted his former Diſ- 
* courſe thus. 


— 


— 


DIALOGUE vi. 


Euſebius inſtruFs Neander in the Du- 
ties that regard our Neighbour. 


E. toucht briefly at our laſt Meeting 
the Branch of Chriſtian Duty that re- 
lates to God. I'll now ſum up the moſt eſſen- 
tial Parts of your Obligation towards your 


Neighbour. 


2 
Love your Neighbour, as your ſelf, ſays the 


A Text; and our bleſſed Redeemer aſſures us, 
chat Love, Concord and Union are the moſt 


diſtinguiſning Qualities of a-Chriſtian. The 


primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value on this 
darling Virtue of God made Man, that one 


Heart ſeem'd to animate all their Bodies, 
and one Soul to govern all their Actions: fo 
that the very Heathens, who hated their Re- 
tigion, admired their Charity, and were 


rcd to confeſs, that nothing bat a Divine 


Hand 
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Hand could ſtrike that Heavenly Concord Fto cc 
from ſuch a Diſcord of Humours, Inclinati- Jour 
ons and Intereſts. | Juſefu 

And leſt Self-Love might reſtrain the end! 
Word Proximus, and as the Jews confine it, 
to Country-men, Friends and Relations, our 
Saviour has been pleas'd to extend it to all 
Mankind; ſo that without Diſtinction, with- 
out Limitation, it takes in the whole Spe- 
cies. Whoſoever bears the Impreſs of God F 
on his Forehead, though he carry that of 
the Beaſt on his Heart, is ſtill our Neigh- 
bour. No Diſtance of Place can cut off the 
Affinity, no Length of Time can wear out 
the Obligation. 

Nor muſt this Divine Virtue only play on 
our Tongue, orevaporate into gentile Diſ- 
courſes, or ſmoothCompliments wrapt up in 
Terms of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt not end in 
Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt 
of Action; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs too, Nes © 
too often vail traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar'd I m 
Words poiſonous Intentions: Nor is ic a Ny ſic 
neiw Treachery to preſent the Olive of Peace npt 
with one Hand, and the Srilerro with the Þ! ot! 
other. 3 God 

II.  Kdivic 

Chriſtian Charity taken in its full Lati- In ne 
tude, implies Precepts both negative and po- (Fed © 
ſitive; by thoſe you are moſt ſeyerely forbid Neaſur 
Wa 0 
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to contrive auy Miſchief againſt your Neigh- 
Ibour; by theſe you are commanded to be as 
Jiſeful to him as your Circumſtances permit, 
ind his Neceſſities require. 


III. 

Hence you muſt not invade your Neigh- 
ours Honour, nor make any Attempt up- 
Jin his Reputation: A good Name is no con- 
temptible Treaſure z the Wiſe Man prizes 
it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and 
zves an Air even to Poverty; it ſhines 
ſighter than Wealth, and ſparkles more 
han all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; it 
pports Grandure, and ſweetens Misfor- 
me. A Bankrupt that has loſt his Coin, if 
> has not forfeited his Honour, has a Re- 
murce at Command. Though his Fortune 
n e fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild it on: But 
ſt Man without Honour is dead to all the Of- 
o, Nes of Society and Commerce; now when 
1 Ws moral Capacity lies in the Grave, his 
a Wiyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- 
ce &npt to himſelf. Sport for ſome, and Pity 
he Þr others. 

God has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every 
dividua), that it's not at our Diſpoſal ; we 
in neither make over this Property by 
ked of Gift, Bill of Sale, or mortgage it at 
eaſure. Much leſs can any other Man lay 

any 
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laim toit. You may commence a Sute 
1 — againſt me, if you think I am your F | 
Debtor ; but you can't put In a Bill againſt hir 
my Honour. If I have wrong d you, ſuie for | 
Satisfaction; ſtraiu my Goods, but aſlail not 50 
| Name. 
9 God! with what a Freedom, 1 
with what Boldneſs do we attack our Neigh- cu 
bour's Reputation? One would think Fame! 
like bona adeſpota, Goods without Owner be 2 
longed to the firſt Invader. 
Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe al, * 
mode, not only among the Frie, but alſo a ol 
mong the Nobility. Our Converſations a4 
begun and carried on at our Neighbour * On! 
pence, and ſo we laugh and riot at free on e 
we darg out his moſt ſecret Failiags wY the © 
Bar, nay, and hale'em to Execution wit "rl 
out Authority, without Warrant, yes, wit 3 
reater Crime. 1 Pa 
; his Crimes are real; what then in 
Who made us Judges? who commiſſioned 
to hang the Delinquent in Effgie? to pre 
claim on the Houſe Tops what he comm 
ted in his Cloſet? Though he has wel 
Honour in the Sight of God, he ſtands fe 
in the Eſteem of Men, and has Right to col 
tinue ſo, till his Crimes betray N 
and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick;; i 


for a 
to ſec 
ruine 
Guilt 

Bu 
Woulc 
Trap: 
buſcac 


4 . you t. 
has done ill, God will. call him ge Saks decau! 
| Perſot 
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Account, but we muſt not intermeddle. It's 
our Duty to pity a Sinner, and to pray for 
him, but not to upbraid him. 

[ oaly jeſted, (ſays one.) But why muſt I 
pay for your Diverſion ? Though you publiſh 
Iny Favlts in Jeſt, you ſtab my Reputati- 
Jon in Earneſt. But beſides, by this very Ex- 
'Y cuſe you acknowledge your ſelf a Fool, to 
prove your Innocence : For to zeſt and to 
play the Fool are in Practice Synonimous. 

He is my Enemy, (ſays another.) Did 
you inform the Company of this Circum- 
ſtance, you might perchance detract more, 
and fin leſs; for who believes an Enemy? 
On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satyr and 
invective. When the Heart is out of Tune, 
the Tongue never goes right ; but you whet 
and oyl your Darts, that they may pierce 
deeper. You command me to conceal your 
Paſſion, and then Detect my Life to ſne me 
for a Monſter; and thus you call in Artifice 
to ſecond Malice, and miſuſe your Wit, to 
wine an Innocent, and to enhance your 
Guilt. | 

But why aml your Enemy? Becauſe 
would not reſolve to be your Dupe. You ſet 
FTraps to enſnare me; I diſcovered the Am- 
buſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: And thus 
you take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 
hecauſe you wanted Power to affront my 
Perſon. Yet, 
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our Cauſe, and from his upright Judgment 


we mult expect Redreſs. 


homeward, and examine our own Conduct; 


tyr, and Work for Repentance. Here- we 
may blame without Detraction, and con- 
demn without Sin. But it's both mean and 
unchriſtian, (like Flies) hover about our 
Neighbour's Sores. Put a Centinel over 
your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member; Na- 
ture has framed it for Motion, and Malice 
has fitted it for any Miſchief; a Child can 
ſet it a running, but all the Force of Reaſon, 
all the Checks of Conſcience are not able to 
ſtop it in its Carreer. | 


of Ladies Reputations: A Woman's Honour, 
ke her Sex, is ſoft complexion'd; the ve- 
ry Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a Touch 
daſhes it ia Pieces. Wounds made by the 


Tongue, (like the biting of Crocodiles ) are 
above 
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Yet, though Jam your Enemy, you are 
not, I ſuppoſe, an Infidel. If I have failed 
in my Duty, muſt you betray yours for Com- 
pany ? You are a Chriſtian, and mult there- 
tore either forget or forgive. My Impiety 
cannot warrant yours. Revenge is cauſa | 
major, and only belongs to the Court of the 
moſt High. At his Bar alone we muſt plead 


Ah, Dear Neander! let us turn our Eyes | 


we may perchance find there Matter for 5a | 


But above all things be cautious and tender | 
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above the healing Virtue of Balſam, and the 
I Skill of Surgery. Oed dentibus laceravit, 
I nmquan ſanatur. An indiſcreet Word bolt- 
Jed out at random, without Deſigngithout 
Malice, oftentimes ſtib* the Fame of the fe- 
I male Sex, and every Wound is mortal. 
My Blood has often curdled in my Veins, 
Ihen 1 hear'd Gentlemen magnify their in- 
famous Conqueſts, and raiſe cruel Trophies 
on the Ruins of Women's Honour; I had not 
J Patience to hear their Bravades, nor Power 
to hinder 'em. What will theſe People bluſh 
J at, (thought I) who proclaim their Infamy, 
J and promulge their Same? Certainly they 
muſt think it a fine thing to be a Monſter, 
why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, and 
ſport with Debauchery ? 

Theſe mighty Victories are either real or 
Pretended ; if real, can Fancy frame any 
thing more diſingenuous, more diabolical, 
than firſt to wheedlea Lady out of her Inno- 
cence, and than to proſtitute her Honour to 
the wanton Caprice of a Clubof Reprobates, 
Jwho will not fail to diſcover her Shame at 
the next Rendezvous, and to multiply their 
Jown Crimes by lampooning hers. Here is a 
Brace of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong of Malice, 
-» {both forbode Damnation. 


are If 
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If pretended only, the Crime is yet of a Jjeaf 
deeper Die; it's of a more formidable A. Jy, 
ſpect, of a more gygantick Size: Here is In- Idea 
nocence at the Block, and Guilt commits the Is « 
Murder. is 
I know in the next World God will call 
to a moſt ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian | 
Canibals that welter in Blood, and (like fa- Y A 
miſh'd Wolves) worry their own Species. Thhoſ 
But I would have the Wiſdom of the Nation 
make ſome Proviſion againſt ſuch brutal, 
ſuch inhumane Attempts. Why ſhall a! 
High-way-man hang for taking my Purſe, | 
and a Rake go unpuniſh'd, who invades my} 
Honour? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Wo— 
man's Body be revenged with a Haulter, 
and Violence upon her Fame be rewarded 
with Applauſe? If the Faults be greater, i 
why are not the Puniſhments at leaſt equal? 
Why is there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue 
as well as on the Hands? Is it becauſe it' 
leſs Capable of Diſcipline? What, muſt the 
Greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea for Impu 
nity ? Becauſe this puny petulant Member 
commits more diſmal Crimes than our whole 
Body, muſt it enjoy a more uncontroll'd Li 
berty ? I would have theſe Beaſts of Prez 
forc'd out of Savageneſs and Cruelty by Lay 
and Diſcipline ; they ſhould be clapt in the 
Pound, or cooled with a hot Iron Bar q 
eal 
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Jeaſt we ſhould keep in Pay a Brigade of 
- YHunters to ferret out Deffamators, and to 
- Yclear the Nation of this noxious Vermine, 
> Ys once we did of Wolves: But J fear the 

PDiſtemper is paſt Cure; thoſe who are infe- 
| Yied carry the Contagion to the Grave. 
Not one in a thouſand repents. 

- Neand. Why ſo? Is Detraction one of 
s. Ithoſe Sins that are neither pardoned in this 
Life nor the other? True Sorrow is a Ca- 
Jtholicon,an univerſal Salve for all theWounds 
If Conſcience. 

Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind 
If Omaipotence ; it diſarms divine Juſtice, 
and turns God into Mercy; but then it muſt 
de true, real, ſincere, Now, do ye think, 
Fheſe Men of Honour (as they are pleas'd to 
tile themſelves) will ever reſolve to repair 
Pruin'd Reputation at the Expences of their 
wn? Will they ſet a disjointed Fame at 
heir own Charge? No, no! 

Neand. Can't I reinſtate a Man in the juſt 
Pofleſſion of his Honour, without forfeiting 
by own? Expreſs your Mind clearer, 1 
Monceive not what you would be at. 

Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, 
Mad therefore by the Laws of God and Na- 
ure the Offender lies under an indiſpenſable 
Pbligation of indemnifying the injur'd Per- 
ö dn. Non remittitur peccatum, donec reſtitua- 
es tur 
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tur ablatum. Now the Detractor rifles his Ithei 
Neighbour's Honour, he blaſts his Reputa- wit! 
tion, he muſt therefore make good the Loſs; tim: 
and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theft, fol, r 
it muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds can 
of Honour are only heal d by the Inſtrument ho 
that made 'em. The Criminal muſt acknow- Igrac 
ledge his Fault, he muſt confeſs that Paſſion tion 
run away with his Reaſon ; that Malice carygn 
ried him beyond his Duty, and Truth alſo x. 
that what he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, not 
was hatch'd in his own Brain, of taken upY,+ 
on Credit; and if a bare Aſſeveration will. 8 
not do the Work, he muſt back his Confeſs Goff 
ſion with an Oath. 
Neand. This i-ſevere : What muſt a Gen. 
tleman give himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and 
Blood cannot practice ſuch rigorous Morals 
the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe ; and 
if your Caſuiſtry be Orthodox, it's eaſier fot 
a Camel to paſs through the Eye of a Nee 
dle, than for a Detractor to enter into Heal 
ven. 
Euſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaf 
Sin is a greater Evil, than the greateſt Inf: 
my; and I hold it much more eaſie to blulf 
for au Aſperſion, than to burn for it eten 
nally. 
Neand. Don't Men charge up to the 
non's Mouth, to gain Honour, and leav 


the 
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s Ftheir Bodies in the Breach to be carried off 
—-vith Applauſe? Nay, do they not often- 
z Jumes march up to the Out-works of Hell, 
o to maintain their purchaſed Reputation? 
scan you therefore think that thoſe Bravoes, 
nt who tremble more at the Shadow of a Diſ- 
\-Yerace, than at all the Terrors of Damna- 
onYtion, will buy Pardon at the Expence of their 
Honour? 
OF Enſeb. The Queſtion (Dear Neander) is 
ot what Men do, nor what Men will do, 
but what they ſhould do. Were Practice 
the Standard of Duty, we might reform the 
Goſpel, as well as the Calendar ; we might 
turn thoſe Woes God has pronounced a- 
gainſt Injuſticc, Drunkenneſs, 2nd W hore- 
dom, upon Juſtice, Sobriety and Charity: 
for it's certain theſe Virtues are inviſible ia 
Tactice, and thoſe Vices are too too taſhio- 
able. But, Neauder, though Cuſtom and 
ractice may enhance Guilt, they cannot 
eſſen it. | 
Men are fond of Honour to Madneſs and 
Frenzy. It's a nol: me tangere; the leaſt At- 
empt upon this darling Folly is often re- 
Fenged with Murder. But then, methinks, 
e Inclination we have to conſerve ur own 
ame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs for 
What of our Neighbour. For have we not 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he is no leſs acquainted 
| with 
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with the Value of this ineſtimable Treaſure, Jhet 
than our ſelves, and that he would be as un- Js 1 
willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of petulant I be: 
Tongues ? Perchance, Neander, I rate it to e 
the Height of its Worth, yet I give God's fand 
Favour the Preference: One Grain of his to t 
DivineGrace out-weighs a Tun of a Hector's Ieſt 
Reputation. In a Word, I would live an Idiſſ 
Age under the Stroaks of the moſt picquant hot 
Diſgrace, I would ſheath in my Breaſt all I bet: 
the Darts of Malice, Envy and Poverty, ei- tee 
ther to die innocent, or repentant; for all edu: 
theſe Miſeries are fleeting and tranſitory; Jt, 
but the Reward of Virtue, and the Puniſh-JCha 
ment of Vice are both eternal. If therefore 4 
your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by g fer 
their Crimes, than recant, I would haveſFcely 
*em train d up in the Diſcipline of Bedlam :Yvent 
A Switch is the beſt Remedy againſt Mad-Wfnec 
neſs. but t 

Beſides, why is an humble Confeſſion af E. 
degrading Satisfaction? The Name of affear 
Chriſtian is glorious; how then can the Du4Þor 1 
ty lie under Reproach ? If the ProfeſſionÞtten 
be honourable, the Practice of it cannot b4Fear, 
ſhameful. Why then do we tremble at Sha-0wa 
dows, and run from Monſters that take theiißer, 
Deformity from Imagination? eſs t 

I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour' f hu 
good Name; why ſhould I be aſhamed tis C. 
hea 
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heel it? Sin ſhould be waited on by Infamy, 
Iss it is by Remorſe ; and Repentance ſhould 
t be accompanied by Glory; but by a Strange 
o erdemain the Devil has turn'd the Tables, 
and attack'd Shame to this, and Impudence 
is Ito that: But however, Repentance is an ho- 
% Aneſt Act; it's worthy of a Man, and the in- 
in Idiſpenſable Duty of a Chriſtian; why then 
nt Yſhould it fear a Witneſs? The Difference 
111 between good and ill Men lies not in the E- 


ei- Iſteem of Virtue, but in the Practice; for both 


all equally value it. But the firſt only poſſeſs 
y I becauſe the others will not go to the 
n. Charge of procuring it. 
rel Neand. Pray is not Fear a clowniſh Vice? 
by female Weakneſs ? Does it not fit ungen- 
we teely on Quality? Now what can bring a 
m: Gentleman to the Bar, and clap him on his 
MEnees, with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, 
but this mean Paſſion ? 
il Euſeb. You are miſtaken; Cowardice and 
F aFfear are neither Synonimous in Philoſophy, 
Du- or Morals : That is always a Vice, this is 
NnonÞften a Virtue. hen Prudence commands 
t hFear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly : It's 
owardice to deſpond and fink under a Dan- 


Sha 8 
heiler, that Valour can ſubdue; but it's Raſh- 


teſs to engage with one above the Strength 


wrt humane Force. Has then a Gentleman 
4 theſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the im- 
hea G2 partial 
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Partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity ? becauſe 
he dares not wreſtle with the Omnipotent, | 
or ſtand the Shock of his Fury? becauſe he'll ! 
rather repent than die in Obſtinacy ? and 
rather return to his Duty, than ſuffer eter- 
nally for tranſgreſſing it? Neander, let not 
the wild Notions of our pretended Gentle. 
men be your Guides; their Principles are as 
corrupt as their Practice, and their Reaſon! 


is as bad as their Conſcience. 


Neand. Are you not a Member of the 


 Port-Royal Club? 
Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion? 


Neand. I am told they are mighty Patrons 


de la morale ſevere ;, they preach up Rigour! 


to ſuch an exhorbitantHeigth,that one would? 
think God's great Prerogative Mercy was ei- 
ther wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 
have a Flavour of Rigoriſm ; they are /owery 
moroſe, ill-natur'd, and call for a Dram of 
Charity. For look ye, Sir, Detractio 
(as the World goes) is no Phantom, it 
a very real thing, and keeps good CompayJ 


ny: This alone pours Life into Converſati 


on; It quickens Diſcourſe ; without it 


Mirth would languiſh, and good Humou 
_ ſleep. I have ſeen your Seventh-ſorm Wits 
as mute, (as it their Mouths were padlock'd 


when any ſerious and innocent Subject cameF* 


in their Way; but when their Neighbour: 
Conduct 
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Conduct was brought before 'em, their 
| 4 Tongues run before their Conſcience; they 
14 vould take his Life in Pieces, they would 
_Jrip up his Breaſt, diſſe& his Thoughts, and 
t then draw Demonſtrations from meer Con- 
jectures; they would hand his Reputation 
Iadout the Table, till it fell ro the Ground, 
Ind blow over it, till it ſmell as rank as the 
I Breath that cauſed the Stench, and diſgorged 
he Ithe Infection. Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
Iple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to 
the Satisfaction you ſpeak of. In ſhort, eve- 
ry Man endeavours by Detraction and Out— 
Jrage to undermine his Brother's Fame, and 
140402 Man ſo much as thinks of repairing it. 
. Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend 
Jt to dying Perſons as a Duty; but either as 
un Act of Decency, or of Edification. Can 
Ml ſuppoſe, you are better informed of a ſtrict 
Obligation than the Miniſtry ? or better 
is kers'd in Caſuiſtry than Divines ? Euſebins, 
Jet us damn no Body. 
J Es/eb. I remember when ſtigmatized Vil- 
ans with Narratives and Diſcoveries libel- 
ed honeſt Patriots into Newgate, and cut off 
heir Honours and Lives with Fears and Jea- 
ulies; when they ſowed the Innocent in 


e Faction about their Ears; when they 
rofaned Old Bailies with Perjuries, any 


G 3 butcheredd 


Wear-Skins, and then ſet all the Beagles of 
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hutchered their Fellow-Subject's Fame at the 5 

Bar, to quarter their Bodies at Jybarn. Gy 
Theſe Knights of the Poſt flang not up, 1 i 


ſappoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven: Tho me 
J have not ſeen any Recantation. Vet I am} ©* 
ſure, vnleſs God aulls all the Laws of Na- Ac 
ture, and calls in the Goſpel, or iſſues out — 


under his great Seal an Amneſty, they'll fall 
ſhort of their Expectation. g 

I confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is * 
Epidemical; the Uſe of Speech has ſo ſwer- La 
ved from its Original Inſtitution, that it's Y "*," 
become an Incumbrance and a Snare to Man- 4 b 
Kind. I look upon the Faculty rather as a 


Penalty than a Prerogative; and were we tio 
deveſted of it, though you ſhould be unfit 7% 


for Converſation, we might hope to be 
more innocent. Now, whether our Calumni-J ; 
ators hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. I 
am apt to believe their Religion and Con- 
ſcience are of a Peice, and that they confine 
their Fears, Hope, and Deſires withia the Cal 
Compaſs of this World: For certainiy, the 
Dread of eternal Fire might cool their Palli-| 
ons, and check their Malice. Were they 
perſuaded of another World, would they 
not fall with more Scruple, and riſe with 
more Vigour ? But if they hope for Salvati- 
on withort Satisfaction, they build on a de 
ceitful Bottom. 

| Neander 


Neander, once more let me adviſe you to 
ede tender of your Neighbour's Honour. 
'A Give Ear to the Voice of Nature, that com- 
J mands you to do as you would be done by: You 
can't chuſe but hear this juſt, this equitable 
1 Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and 
J caſt Reaſon into a mortal Lethargy; nay we 
J muſt approve the Counſel, ſo that we can 
neither plead Ignorance nor Impotence. 
„And certainly a ſick Man deſerves rather 
I Lavghter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle 
, 4 with a Diſeaſe, and groan under the Pangs of 
Ja burning Fever, than apply a Remedy. 
Yet after all, I grant a disjointed Reputa- 
J tioa is not eaſily ſet; and therefore I beſeech 
t J vou, to avoid a Miſchief, that draws after 
hel it ſuch a diſmal Conſequence. If other Men 
have a Mind to be eternally miſerable. let 
em have that Satisfaction; but be not fo ill 
' adviſed, as to wait on 'em. Should a Man 
put Fire to his Houſe, or leap into a boyling 
Caldron, the Frolick would ſcarce go 
round. Yet certainly, thoſe that break in 
05.4 upon another Man's good Name, and never 
" reſolve to repair the Injury, hazard a thing 
more precious than a Houſe or Life. Why 
therefore ſhall we refuſe to comply in one 
4 Caſe, and not in the other? 

Je have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, 


and laid before you a faint Proſpe@ of its 
Aer G. 2 | dange- - 
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dangerous Conſequences :- But it avails nat che 


the Patient to know the Nature of his Di-“ 
ſtemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I 


his 
Bo 


will therefore preicribe a Recipe, Certain. Re 


ly the Phyſitians Method is applicable to 


Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to thoſe of 
the Body. We mult ſtrike at the Caule, be- 


fore we can hope to maſter the Effect. Now 


if we trace Detraction up to its Origin, we 
ſhall find it ſpring from Pride and Envy: 
For it's a kind of Apoſteme that lies at the 
Heart, and breaks out at the Mouth, | 
Thovgh all Sins have a Flavor of Pride, 
yet Detraction has a greater Doſe of this 
bad Humour than ordinary. It's the chief 


Ingredient of this outragious Crime; it diſ. 
compcſes the Stomach, and then immediate- 
ly gives the Heart-burnivg ; and then the 


Tongue, which is its Index, falls into Diſ- 


orders. A Man ſmitten like young Narciſ- 


ſus with his own Excellencies, looks down! 


from the Pinacle of his ſoaring Conceit on 


other Mortals as Vaſſals; he fancies Praiſe? 
is an Inheritance entailed on his Merit; that! 
either to reſpect or honour another, is to 
invade his Property, and to ſet againſt him 
an uſur ping Competitor. Hence he runs in 
Queſt of a Foil, to make his own Perfecti-! 
ons appear more gawdy, and ſparkle with! 
more Eclat. Now what can give a more; 
: charming 


upe 
tur 
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charming Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than 
his Rivals Folly ? Hence he rallies up in a 
Body all the Auxiliary Forces of Anger and 
Revenge ; he takes the Field, and maraudes 


upon his Fame; he diſſects the poor Crea- 
A ture's Actions, and expoſes the whole Ana- 


tomy of his private Tranſgreſſions to the 


I View and Cenſure of the Publick. For he 
I wiſely fancies, that the Fabrick of his Vanity 
will ſtand namoveable on the Ruins of a Ri- 


val's -Reputation. Did the Breafts of the 


proud and haughty-minded Men lie open to 


Sight; could we rifle all the abſtruſe and 
dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sallies of 
Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent 
4 Overſights of a Competitor? And then, 
- I whoever crows within at the Misfortune, 
will proclaim it at the firſt Occaſion : For 
joy, like Grief, is a ſtifling Humour, unlefs 
IJ it throws off the Oppreſſion. 


If therefore you delire to ſpeak ill of no 


14 Body, think not too well of your ſelf ; ſet 

I not too exorbitant a Price upon your Merits; 
remember you are no Phœnix, the only indi- 
Ividual of your Species; thoſe Qualities you 


poſſeſs are meer Gratuities, the Eſſects of 


God's Liberality, not of your Deſerts; you 
i had no Right to be, much leſs to be great 
beautiful, or rich. Is it not a Madneſs there» 
I fore for you who can lay Claim to nothing” 


tos | 


8 8 


— 


| ker's Kindneſs ? 
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to engroſs all the Gifts of Nature and For- 
tune? Think not, God has exhauſted his 
Treaſury on you alone ; he ſcatters his Fa- 
vours where he pleaſes; and if he provides 
more plentifully for your Neighbour, than 
for you, why do you complain ? Muſt you 


be evil becauſe God is good? Muſt you caſt 
a malicious Glance on another, becauſe he : 
has received ſome Marks of his great Ma- 
Diſcompoſe not your 


Thoughts for other Peoples Advantages, | 


but enioy your own with Thankfulneſs. Fix 


juſt Bounds to your Deſires, as well as to your 


Undertakings, otherways you'll reer up ima- 
ginary Caſtles of Greatneſs, to create to 


your ſelf a real Torment. 


But if you will contend for an honourable * 
Poſt, manage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on 
your Pretenſions with Virtue and Generoſi- 
ty. Let Merit bear away the Prize, not 
ontrage, and if your Rival carry off the 


Advantage; rather applaud the Conqueſt, | 


than revile him. By leſſening his Parts or 
Conduct you burleſque your own ; but then 


: 


if you complain, and curſe in a Corner, you 
only betray yonr Impotence, ill Nature, and 


Impiety: In fine, look at your Failings and his 
through the ſame Glaſs, and you'll ſee an 


humbling Spectacle; you'll behold ſo many 
Objects worthy of Blame, that you'(] have 


no great Stomach to cenſure others, 


En= 
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Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. 
This is an ill- natur'd Vice, it loves M for 


Jill's ſake, and takes Pleaſure in Torment; 


AJit's a kind of Tw--key by Birth, and an Exe- 


: 
and ſucks Rars-bane from Balms, and Infecti- 


: 


cutioner by Profeſſion ;- it feeds on Stench, 


Jon from Perfumes; it never does a good 
Turn, but when it deſigns an ill one; and 
ſeldom takes things by the right Handle; 
Miſchief makes up its Employment, Plagues 
and Famines its Diverſion; its Smiles are like 
Iblazing Comets, which either hatch Trea- 
ſon, or portend it. What Wonder, if a 
Man poſſeſs d by this Fiend Plays the Devil, 
who is Surnamed Accuſator Fratrum ? 


But though any Miſchief lies within the 


Reach of an envious Man's Wiſh, many are 
removed out of the Verge of his Power: 
Some move too high to be ſhot at, others 
too low; but neither Place nor Station is a 
ſſufficient Fence againſt the Tongue. A. 


Dwarf may engage with a Gyant at this Wea- . 
pon, ora Clown with a Lord. And for this 


Reaſon' when the envious Man can't come 


at his Antagoniſt's Perſon, he ſets upon his 
good Name, and falls foul upon his Honour; 


Jand when by the Help of keen Satyr and 


Tfalſe Glaſles, he has beat down the Outworks: . 


that fenc'd his Fortune from Inſult and Ruin, 
Jie draws his Cannon nearer, and raiſes Bat 
ter; 
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teries againſt his Grandure and Eſtate that 
ſupport it: For he knows that the beſt built 
Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation 
Thus we ſee 


(that propt it) is removed. 
Socrates kept his Ground, and even triumph- 


ed over the Calumnies of his Accuſers, 
whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But when 
a buffooning Comedian droll'd him into Con- 
tempt, he appear'd no leſs guilty before the 
Judges, than deſpicable on the Stage. 80 
that in Concluſion Envy found him guilty, 


and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. 


Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſſuade 4 
Man from this Vice. Intereſt is more pow- 


erful than Reaſon. We dote on Pleaſure, 
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and run from Pain by the Inſtinct of Nature. 
Who will not rather chuſe a Priſon with Sa- 
tis faction, than a Palace with Torment? But 
an envious Man, inſtead of following the 
Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. He 


labours for Labour's ſake, and drudges for . 


the meer Expectation of Miſer y. He leads 


the Life of Cain, haunted with the Spectres 


3 
£ 
. 


of his own Crimes from within, and with a 


thouſand Jealouſies from abroad; other 


Peoples Happineſs creates his Torments; 
their Proſperity gnaws his Entrails, and his 


Impotence, to over - caſt the Sunſhine of their 
good Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. 


and 


Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, 


g 
4 


Reg 
ea 
Wh 
they 
riſe 
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and court Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the 


ſame Mould, that other Mortals are: And 
therefore I ſhould think it as eaſie to diſſuade 
People from Envy, as from vaulting down 


a Precipice. 


_ But beſides, a Man that envies others, is 


always paid in the ſame Coin; his Honour 
will be as roughly handled ; when one con- 
teſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the low- 
Jer Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage. 


y, This is the envious Man's Caſe. For he can't 
but know the diſingenuous Deſcants on o- 


1 thers Actions will reach the Ears of the Of- 
I tended Perſons. Defaming Reports have 
Ja miraculous Sympathy with thoſe that Di- 
A ſtance of Place is not able to dead the Eccho z 
they rebound from Tongue to Tongue, are 
J toſſed from Hand to Hand, till they come to 
the Knowledge of the Injur'd ; and general- 
Ily (like Snow-Balls) they encreaſe in the 
Journey. What a grating Noiſe then will 
they make in the Ears of the defamed Per- 
ſſon? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will 
he not treat your Honour with as little 
Regard as you have his? and God ſend ſuch an 
eaſie Satisfaction may aſſwage his Reſentment. 
When Men lit Judges in their own Cauſe, 
Ithey make the Bills of Loſſes and Damage 
Ariſe high ; who knows but they may de- 


mand 
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mand Blood, and ſacrifice your Life to the 
Manes of their murder'd Reputation ? 

In fine, Neander, remember you mult die. 
When Death hath ſealed your Eyes, you'll! 
find all the Darts of the Tongue ſhot at your 


Neighbour, ſtick in your own Soul; you'll 
feel the Smart, but will find no Lenitive,. no Fli 
Cure: Why then ſhall we run headlong into 


thoſe Crimes we mult either deplore here, 


or burn for hereafter ? Let us look before 


us, and not like Beaſts tollow the meer Im- 
preſſions of Paſſion. Let us ſhow we areMen, | 
not by our Vices, but by our Virtues. To | 
have Reaſon, and act againſt it, is to debaſe 
our Species. 


IV. 

As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, 
ſo he has been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions 
apainſt all the Attempts of Avarice and In- 
juſtice, Non furaveris, ſays he in the Deca- 
logue, Thou ſbalt not ſteal ;, and then he threa- 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his 
high Diſpleaſure, unleſs he cancels the 
Tranſgreſſion with a ſincere Repentance. 
1 apprehend, Neander, ſome Gentlemen 
miſtake this Command : They fancy it þ 
reaches only Pads, Cut-purſes, or High- 
way-men: But this is a Miſtake; it takes in 
all who act againſt the Laws of Juſtice * i 

- Or 


A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 155 


or this Reaſon I fear, that many who hang 
at Tyburn, are often leſs Criminal, than 
, Rome of thoſe who ſtand Spectators of the 
Tragedy, or perchance who fate on the 
Bench. For in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as 
Polon ſaid) like Cobwebs, that hamper ſmall 
Flies, whilſt the greater break thorough 'em. 
> Poor People bear the Puniſhment of Injuſtice, 
„ Fad great ones carry off in Triumph both 
e Pleaſure and Profit. Theſe are too big for 
Execution, though not for Guilt. They can 
„ que for an indigent Neighbour's Field, be- 


| 


o Huſe it lies conveniently, and perſuade the 


e Judges they have more Right, becauſe they 
ave more Mony and Credit. The Luſtre 
f Gold often dazles Lawyers out of Conſci- 
nce, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of Lordſhips. 
e, Fight ebbs and flows by the ſecret Influ- 
1s Face of Guinea. For let me tell you, We- 
n- ſuder, the Juſtice of a Cauſe ſprouts up, and 
a- irives miraculouſly under a Fee. 
a- | But though theſe Men carry the Suit in the 
lis Fyes of the World, they loſe it at God's 
he igh Court of Juſtice, and their Souls alſo ; 
de. ſor is there any Difference between theſe 
en Pyver- reachers andCut-purſes ; but that they 
it Fre ten times more Criminal. Among the 
ac ed æmonians a clearer Theft Paſsd for a 
irtue. Are not ſome Chriſtians of the 
ime Perſuaſion? But for all that, though a 
Spartan 
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Spart an Jury might Poſſibly find' em not guil- 
ty, they'll find no ſuch Indulgence in the Vale 
of Jehoſaphat. 

I never. yet underſtood, how Sollicitati- 
ons, and Recommendatious of Cauſes to the 
Judges, how double and triple Fees could be 
well reconciled with this Law, Thou ſhalt not . 
ſteal: For either you doubt of the Integrity 
of the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, 
you caſt a Scandal on theFace of the Govern- | 
ment; you arraign either the Capacity or the 
Integrity of the Prince; 5. e. you ſuſpect he 
wants Judgment in the Choice of Magi- 
ſtrates, or has advanced on Purpoſe thoſe who 
would betray the Propriety of the Subject. 
Now ſuch an Innuendo is diſreſpectful, raſn, 
and highly unchriſtian. 

But beſides, if really you doubt of the 
Judge's Integrity, your Conduct is fooliſh. 
For if a Judge will ſel] a favourable Sentence 
to the Plaintif, he'll be no leſs kind to the 


Defendant, if he out-bids him. A Man then; 
ſhould he firft ſure of Succeſs, before hefpai 


parts with his Mony, otherwiſe he will be 
gulled out of his Pretenſions, and pay for his 
Diſappointment. 
Again this Practice runs quite counter te 
all the Dictates of Conſcience and Juſtice 
For it Gain and latereſt be a Magiſtrate's 
weak ſide, if I know he meaſures Right by 

tne 
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- Fthe Weight of Silver, and barters Law for 
Mony, can l pamper his Inclination? or feed 
his corrupt Appetite ? or ſtrike in with his 
i- Fſinful Diſtemper ? No more, certainly, 
Ithan 1 can with a ſafe Conſcience puſh him 
owa a Precipice; for if it be a Sin to per- 
mit one, when lan hinder it, is it not a 
Sia to perſuade a Crime? nay, to buy one? 
If the ſecond ; i. e. If you ſuppoſe your 
IBuſineſs lies ia the Hands of upright Men, 
he that ſquare their Verdicts by the Laws, not 
he by Partiality and Favour, why are you eter- 
21-Fnally upon the Hoof? why do you tire them 
ho ſand your ſelf roo with tedious Applications? 
cr. hy do you drain your Pockets to enrich 
ſh, FPerri/opgers and Attornies? This Trouble is 
ſuperfluous, and the Expence unneedful. In 
theta Word, Sir, the Conduct is either unprofi- 
\h.Mtable or unjuſt. 
nceſ But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall, 
theſſt leaſt puſh it on no farther, with your Cre- 
lit or Purſe; for all you can expect, is to 
rain a Sute, and loſe your Soul. IF 
| be Neander. If | can juggle a Neighbour out o 
n Eſtate by Quirks of Law, and by a gentile 
urn of the Hand buble him ont of a conſide- 
r table Sum, may I not put him to graze upon 


ticeqne Common, without any Obligation to 


ate Feltore ? 


the Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal not uf 
only to Chriſtianity, but to humane Nature; a 
you are obliged not only to return the Capi- for 
tal, but to Indemnifie him for all the Loſſes anc 
conſequent thereto. 5 ſee 
Neand. Nay, Sir, Iam of your Opinion; a 1, 
for why ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes ?Fhet 
Yet once fell into the Company of a Man offſdy 
parts, of Character and Repute in his Coun- Da. 
try, who thought otherwiſe of the Matter Awe: 
We diſcours d thePoint, yet | could never get ſpra 
him over to my Opinion: He held fo faſt toſſie 
Non-reſtitution, that there was no moving that 
him. A hearty Repentance, (ſaid he) without ſcrin 
Reſtitution, makes a ſufficient Attonement 
for the Offence, He told me I was unskill Ys; 
in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd I had read no Ca lies 
ſuiſt but the Bible and Nature. tan 
Euſeb. With Submiſſion to the GentleYyer; 
man's Character, Parts and Station; he waYpent 
either a great Fool, or a ſuperlative Knaveg} P 
fit for Bedlam, or Newgate. Was he noſſgrea 
a Lawyer ? | Itice 
Neand. He had ſtudied in the Iuns oſable 
Court. : : they 
Euſeb. 1 thought ſo. It's a healing Dogy; 
Arine for a wounded Conſcience, a palataſyjth 
ble and eaſie Remedy, a Catholicon for all this te 
Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes of ay 1 


over-charged Stomach ; and perchance 1 Pleaſ 
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XY Uſe is univerſal, otherways once at leaſt in 
> Ya Twelvemonth we might ſee a Dives tranſ- 
formed into a Lazarus, a Lord into a Laquay, 
es and a Lady into a Chamber-maid; we might 

ſee thoſe who ſit Majeſtically in Coaches with 
along Wig, and a Snuff Box la mode {it 
5 -Fbenind *em. Good God! how many gaw- 
dy Birds would make as naked a Figure as the 
Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes 
were returned to their Owners. Neander, 
pray tell that Gentleman 1 am neither ſatis- 
to ſſied with his Conſcience nor his Skill; he 
that will not reſtore ſtolen Goods, is more 
criminal, than him that conceals 'em z and 
he that will keep an ill-purchaſed Eſtate in 


lies in his way; and then how can he under- 
ſtand Cook and Littleton, who can't read the 
tleYvery Alphabet of Nature? A hearty Re- 
WaYpentance without Reſtitution is a Dream. 
ave} Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a 
noYzreat Fortune on a Bottom of Fraud and Inju- 
ſtice; it's an unſtable Foundation, and un- 
5 OWble to bear the monſtrous Weight of Crimes, 
they cruſh in a Moment the beſt built Stru- 
ure, and entomb the Criminal, together 


latifwith all his Grandure, under the Ruins of 


th 


of 2 juſt Men are always ſhort lived. God takes 


tipleaſure in ſtrangling em in the very G6 
e 


Spightof Juſtice, will ſeize on the next that 


his towering Babel. The Triumphs of un- 


E Cn mugnn. 
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dle; they paſs like Lightening and leave no- og 
thing behind but Smoak and Vapor: their 
Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe ; they 
paſs off like Phantoms, or elſe live in 
Penury and Contempt, or die like Reprobates; 
they carry the moſt legible Marks of God's 
Malediction ſtampt on their Foreheads, and 
tear almoſt all Men without being pitied by 
any; ſo that Diviae Vengeance begins their. ; 
Torments in this World to continue 'em vith 
eternally inthe other. 

I'll not follow this crying Vice through its 
Branches, nor make an entire Diſſection o 


” 2 7 E 
all its Parts; it runs through all the Veins o the 
Commerce, and almoſt Converſation ; it's np 


found in Play, as well as in Contracts, and 
is no more innocent under one Shape, than 
under an other ; you may call it Overreach 
ing, or Outwitting, if you Pleaſe, but the 
Change of Names makes no Alteration off 
the Thing: Natures depend not on Fancy 
or Caprice, they are the ſame in Spight off 
Cuſtom and Diſguiſe. | 


V. ent 


I muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs 
It's a noiſom Employment to grope in Pu+ſj.: 
Gles, and to dig ia Muck. And thereforgſ, 
I'll only skim the Surface, and let the offen 
| hve 
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ve Dreggs lie at the Bottom. You know 
Pod has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, 
hon ſhalt not commit Adultery : This Precept 
© Woes not onely reſtrain Acts of Lewd- 

NKeſs, but even Thoughts and Deſires : For 
Impurity in Idea draws after it a real Hell; 
he Smoak that vaniſhes in a Moment, kin- 
les an eternal Fire. BN 

Neand. 1 ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of 
he Court, nor Officers of the Army, come 
em ithin the Compaſs of this Prohibition. God 
urely and Nature have iſſued out in their 
avour a Patent of Exemption. 

o Evuſeb. Truly, Neander, I never read that 
 OlSither God or Nature had ſuch a Deference 
or the Court and Army, or ſo great a Re- 
nd pet for Qnality. Why, Man, let our 
— ourtiers be as great as Alexander, and our 
c1-Soldiers as valiant; there ſits a more Au- 
the uſt, and a more powerful Maſter above, 
olfhoſe Commands they muſt obey, or imart 
NcYÞr the Tranſgreſſion. TheSword has noPrivi- 
- OlÞ-ve above the Plow, nor has Quality any 
ight above Peaſantry, but to greater Tor- 
ents: Potentes potenter tormenta patientur. 
Neand. If it be ſo, our Gentlemen and 
uldiers are all ſtruck with a Lunacy. They 
em to have entred into an Aſſociation a- 


jeſs 


40 zinſt Divine Authority, and endeavour by 
* ractice to repeal the Statute; as if God's 


ve 


Laws 


[ 
= 
| 
} 
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Laws could ceaſe per deſuetudinem, as well as 
human. When St. Paul bids every Man take 
axorem, if he meant a 24i/s, the Counſel is 
followed even to a Scruple; but if he did not, 
our Conduct js ſcandalous.to Impudence, and 
God's Authority is lighted beyondContemptKhpp 
and Inſolence. | ou 
Euſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe dun 
reaches to the Lands End; few are clear offrou 
the Infection; Lewdneſs is no more a Diver-Piſe. 
ſion; no, it's become the grand Bulineſs,Knce 
the Employment of Mankind ; nay, it's im- ch 
proved to Science alſo; Love Intrigues turnſhuſt 
on Method, and are carried on by Demon pp 
ſtration : So that Attempts upon Chaſtityſhanc 
come off generally with Succeſs. For Wo owẽI 
men in our Age are as Ill furniſh'd for Req] it 
ſiſtance, as an old Spaniſh Town for a Siege hr a 
But then the Dons, when forc'd to ſur ren Af th 
der, article for their Honour: This they' 
bring off, though the Town ſtay behind i 
the Hands of the Conquerors. But our fe 
maleDefendants ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties 
they deliver up their Modeſty, and go of 
with Znominy: Confuſion I will not ſay; for 
Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when its 
a Queſtion to practice the Chriſtian VirtueQi1s, 

of Sobriety, Temperance, and Chaſtity. 
I have more than once taken a Survey 0 
our Gentry, and I find nine of ten ruin'd , 
; this 
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as his unlucky Vice; to all Intents and Pur- 
keFoſes, they have forfeited their Honour, 
Is$Worgaged their Eſtates, impaired their 
ot, Wealths, their Bodies fall under the Weight 
nd Lewdneſs, their Purſes are ſcarce able to 
upport it. So that if theſe Young Sparks 
'ould take the Pains to caſt up their Ac- 
punts, they would find their Pleaſures have 
rought 'em in no other Profit but Poverty, 
Jiſeaſes, and more than one Cauſe of Repen- 
ance. Good God! why muſt Appetite have 
ch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon ? why 
uſtMan thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? 
ppetite was made to obey, Reaſon to com- 
and. To change their Offices is to throw 
own the Encloſure between Manand Beaſt, 
$ it not a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative 
ger a petty Satisfaction? that like the Book 
enꝗf the Apocalyps leave a ſweet Flavour in the 
youth, and Bitterneſs in the Heart? But 
| I ſippoſe Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is nothing 
 fefſalatable but Dirt and Mire? muſt he turn 
oat or Baboon before he can be pleaſed ? 


 Olfertainly, he is enamour'd of their Nature; 
forſſe dotes ſo much on their Paſtimes ; and 1 
1 tYm apt to believe he would range on their 
tueYFills, or ſport on their Trees among a Herd 
J. F Females. | 
y ON But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure 


ves not come up to Expectation, The Gall 
out- 


| 
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out-weighs the Hony. For let us ſuppoſe, a in 
Man poſleſs'd by the unclean Devil of brutiſh W tr: 
Love, he lodges all the Torments of the bu 
Damned in his Heart, and, what is worſe, »! 
their Guilt ; he ſhivers and burns, he hopes 11 
and deſpairs, he dreams in Company, and be 
talks in Solitude; all the Features of his be- Pu 
loved Object meet in his Imagination to] of 
wound his Heart, and turn the Idol he adores MVP 
into a Devil to laſh him; his Fears keep VO 
Pace with his Fondneſs, and Jealouſie tread Plz 
on the Heels of both, and all conſpire to] qui 
make him wretched. For though Love looks Mc 
pleaſing and pretty in Romance, in Life it the 
Monſter, Tyrant and Fury. 
A Lover knows, that a Woman, who ha Bre 
withdrawn her Fidelity from God, will for 
ſake a Gallant at the leaſt Proſpect of Ad She 
vantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on the Brain 
and jealouſie riſes from Hell, to clap him o 
the Torture; like the Devil in the Goſpel 
it ſometimes flings him iuto the Water, ſome 
times into the Fire; he watches his Treaſure 
with the Eyes of an Argus, and lays a hundred 
Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and her Inf 


delity ; ſo that, though M/ be faithful | 
Monſieur is ſure | to be miſerable. in L 

I fay nothing here of Averſion, Hatred day 
Envy, and a thouſand other Vipers, tha de v 
worry his Heart and prey upon his Vitals 


Ir 


A Gentleman inſtructed, & o. 145 


a in ſhort, in a beſotted Lover alone are cen- 
tred all the Frenzies and Follies of Bedlam, 
but that of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce 
wiſh him more unhappy, nor Malice reader 
him more unfortunate: But if the Intrigue 
be carried with a Perſon of anunſpotted Re- 
putation, and who ſtands fair in the Opinion 
of the World, nay, and who perchance ſets 
up for a Lucretia and Veſtal, What Endea- 
yours are made to court incognito? and to 
play out of Sight? But if after all, the Sia 
quickens in her Womb, and that within nine 
Months ſhe be in Danger to fall into Fits of 
it the Mother; what Pangs, what Throws, 
what Convulſions tear this poor Creature's 
had Breaſt? and her Gallant's too? In how lively 
or {Shapes does Imagination paint her Folly ! 
ag Yobe ſuffers all the Torments of Child-birth at 
ain the very Inſtant of Conception; belides thoſe 
\ onief Rage, of Deſpair, and Confuſion; and in 
pel the End perchance reſolves to conceal one 
mein by the Help of another; i. e. Lewdneſs 
for 49) Murder; and thus a poor Innocent, who 
iredI<came into tie World by a leſs Sin, is ſenc 
out of it by a greater; and then in all Proba- 
bility the Tragedy that begun at Midnight 
in Darkneſs and Privacy, often ends at Mid- 
day on a Scaffold. Muſt not therefore one 
be void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleaſure in 
Hand, with ſuch a 9 of Troubles in 
| Re- 


tred 

tha 
itals 
Ir 


145 A Gentleman inſiructed, &c. 


Reverſion ? Ought we not to fence againſt a 
Vice, ſo charming on the one Hand, and fo 
uneaſie on the other? ä 

Neand. What are the beſt Preſervatives a- 
gainſt this Epidemical Diſtemper? 

Euſeb. Take this as a Principle, that 
Chaſtity is a Gift of God; and therefore im- 
plore continually his Divine Aſſiſtance; re- 
ly on his Grace, not on your Force; and if 
you be ſo happy, as not to fall, give him the 
Glory of the Triumph, and believe, that 
whoſoever preſumes on his own Valour, has 
already meaſured half the Precipice: God 
protects the Humble, and humbles the Proud. 

| Secondly, Keep Love at a Diſtance, or it 
will ſurprize you; when once it has ſtormed 
the Heart, it forces Reaſon to ſurrender ; 
and when Appetite commands, when Paſſion 
domineers, what can be expected but Brutal- 
ity ? Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, and, 
as in Frentier-Towns, examine the Paſſen- 
gers. Love, like a Proteus, borrows all 
Shapes, and makes its Approaches at all Sea- 
fons; ſo that you mult ſtand upon your 
Guard, if you intend to avoid a Surprize; 
and if you can keep this Traitor at Arm's- 


length, Lewdaneſs will neither have the Face, 
nor find the Opportunity to aſſail you. Bu 
if you admit this Tyrant, it you lodge hi 
ia your Breaſt, you will have Cauſe to de 
plor 
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plore your Slavery, and perchance eternal- 
ly. For ina Word, Love, like a Viper, eats 
into the Heart, that warms it, and returns 
Death for the Favour. 

Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the 
moſt ſecure Rampart againſt the Darts of 
Laſciviouſneſs; you may as well hope to 
freeze in Fire, as to converſe innocently in 
the midſt of Occaſions. I am of Tertulli an's 
Opinion, that it's eaſier to die for Chaſtity, 
(as the World goes) than to live with it in 
Balls, Viſits and Entertainments. And I look 
upon it as a certain Truth, that many of the 
Sex, who have ſurrender'd their Honour to 
the Flatteries, Importunities, and Dalliances 
of Gallants, would have refuſed it to the 
Cruelty of Hang-men. 

Enter not therefore into the Play-Honſe; 
it's the Palace of Aſmodæus, the Seat of Lewd- 
neſs, the Nurſery of Debauchery. It's with 
us as the Fornices were at Rome, only with 
this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are 
learn'd, contriv'd, and reſolv'd on here, the 
Romans actually committed under the black 
Shade of thoſe infernal Vaults. For my part 
I am of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with 
a ſafer Conſcience enter into the Play-Houſe, 
than into a Brothel; as things are managed 
there, Temptation is ſtronger on the Stage, 
and more inviting. The Blackneſs of the 

H 2 Vice 
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Vice lies under a Diſguiſe; it's blanch'd over 
with all the Art of Wit and Gawdry ; fo 
that nothing appears but the charming Part, 
which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates the 
Ears, dozes the Intellet, and fires the Paſſi- 
ons, and then to plain the Way for Action. 
The Poet burleſques the Terrors of the other 
World; he paints the Devils rather like 
Scharamouches to divert, than like Executi- 
oners to torment : He blaſphemes the Maje- 
ſty of God to bring him under Contempt, 
and fo blunts all the Darts of Fear and Ap- 
preheaſion ; and then, when Objects draw, 
when Paſlions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint 
is removed, what can be reaſonably expeQ- 
cd, but Proſtitution ? 

But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear 
of Puniſhment, but even rewards Debauchery : 
For who are they that carry off Applauſe and 
Fortunes but Rakes and Proſtitutes? 
Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of Rooks 
and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear, 
he is ſure to be hooted at, and generally 
goes off both Fool and Cuckold. Is not this 
to condemn Virtue? to execute it in Effigie? 
and to canonize Vice by Deputy ? ls not this 
to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies beware of 
Chaſtity and Virtue, they are out of Date in 
our Age; you'll forfeit your Honour by 
maintaining it, and grow ridiculous, if you 
continue 


The 
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continue innocent. The ſhorteſt Way to 


Repute, is, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh 
at Honeſty, and practiſe Incontinence. What 


\ Virtue is Proof againſt ſuch murdering En- 


gines? If Hell be a Place of Diverſion, (as 
the Pqets endeavour to perſuade the Audi- 
ence) if God be aScare-crow, if Chaſtity be 
infamous, and Impurity creditable, who will 
not rather be lewd with Credit, than chaſt 
with Reproach ? I would have both Poets 
and Players enter a little into themſelves ; 
they have all contributed to run down Vir- 
tue and Religion, and to bring Libertiniſm 
and Atheiſm into Faſhion. Thoſe prepare 
the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſht 
with all the palatable Ingredients of Pomp 
and Magnificence, that it mzy go down with 
Pleaſure, and work with Efficacy. I am a- 
fraid in the next World they'll be forc'd to 
anſwer for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as 


well as for thoſe of the Chriſtian, unleſs by 


a timely Repentance, and publick Recanta- 
tion,they ask Pardon of God, and Forgiveneſs 
of the Nation, which they have rymed al- 
moſt out of Religion, and played out of Con- 

ſcience. 
Fourthly, When Temptation invites, draw 
all the diſmal Conſequences of this 


wretched Sin, and fix your Thoughts upon 


'em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, carry 
H 3 their 
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their Poiſon in their Head; t his is a Scor- 
pion, that licks up its Venom in its Tail. 
For though then Sin be charming, it's Se- 
quels are dreadful. The Infection flies up to 
the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; 
and tho? thoſe that are bit by this poiſonous 
Inſect, can dance out the ſtupifying Hu- 
mour, and may be fidled into their Wits, 
the others are paſt Cure; they remain in 
Spight of Homily and Exhortation, ſtupid, 
brutal, without judgment, without Honour, 
without Senſe, and oftentimes without Mo- 
ny; but never without Folly, Sighs, Jea- 
lonſies, Rage and Deſpair. 

Fi/thly, That your Affections may not ſteal 
abroad, nor likeButter- flies flatter from one 
Object to another, chain 'em by Lawful 
Wedlock toa Wife. I know at preſent, Ma- 
trimony (that in St. Paul's Days was honon- 
rable) lies under no creditable Circumſtan- 


ces; and we are in part obliged to the Stage- 


Poets for the Aſperſion. They repreſent 
this Divine Inſtitntion under all the Re- 
proaches of Slavery and Folly, and paint 
both Sexes ſo ſcandalouſly laſcivious, that 
the Character is enough to deter Chriſtians 
from the Engagement I ſuppoſe theſe Gen- 


tlemen are feed by the Stews, to ſtand up for 
the Improvement of their Trade; and for 


this Reaſon they labour fo heartily, to per- 
{uade 
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ſuade People, Lawful Pleaſures raſte flat and 
inſipid, as if the only charming Circumſtance 
of Pleaſure were the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Action. This Doctrine is calculated exact- 
ly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſoci- 
ates, but not for Chriſtians: It ſmells of Smoak 
and may in good time heat the Preachers. 
Beware of Jealouſie. A Wife is often 
made faithful by not ſuſpecting her of Infi- 
delity ; but when without Reaſon, you que- 
ſtion her Loyalty; you only tempt her to be- 
tray it. I have heard of a Lady,that kept her 
Conjugal Vow, whilſt her Husband thought 
ſhe did; but when he accuſed her falſly, 
and blaſted her Reputation, ſhe murdered 
her Innocence to revenge the Injury. Some 
Womer are of Opinion, there is little Diffe- 
rence between being unchaſt, and being 
thought ſo; and therefore go off with the 
Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the 
Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand times hap- 
Py is that Couple, that by a wiſe Foreſight 
Prevents thoſe Misfortunes, that ſpring from 
Diverſity of Conſtitutions and Humours, or 

at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Pru- 
dence can't avert, and fo improve Neceſſity 
into a Virtue. 1 


If God has bleſs'd you with Children, 


( ſays the Scripture, Prov. 7.) inſtruct em. 


H 4 God 
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God has ingrav'd this Law in the very Heart 
of Nature, and more than once promulg d 
it in the Bible, that Parents might be well 
convinc'd of this grand Duty, and be per- 
ſuaded to comply with it; and yet it ſeems, 


that no Law is leſs underſtood, and more 


univerſally neglected in Practice than this. 
Some Parents, more cruel than the O- 
ſtrich, bring Poor Creatures intothe World, 
and then abandon 'em. Others, like Apes, 
are ſo fond of their Brood, they kill em 
with Kindneſs : Thoſe are guilty of Negli- 
gence, theſe of Indulgence ; and all betray 
their Duty, and by conſequence their Con- 
ſcience. 

have been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſup- 
portable Neglect of ſome Parents; they 
made no Difference between their Laquays 
and their Children, but that they careſs'd 
thoſe, and eternally tormented theſe; they 
herded with the Grooms and Carters, and 
owed- all their” Education to the Stable and 
Kitchen; and if they ſent *em ſometimes to 
School, *twas only to rid the Houſe, not for 
their Inſtruction. They never took the pains 
to inform themſelves, whether the Maſter 
was black or white ? Whether religions or 
impions ? A Turk or a Chriſtian ? Good 


God! ſaid 1 to Sir N. N. what do you mean? 
You will not hire a Cook without examining | 
his 
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My Lady trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has N 


nage, but was too dotingly fond of his Wife 
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his Talents, nor take a Groom without Good 
Security of his Skill; (yet the one is only 
to ſerve the Belly, the other to curry Horſes) 
and will you truſt a Child to the Care of a 
Man, who, for ought you know, has neither 
Science nor Religion? 

Nor have I beheld with Patieuce the do- 
ting Fondneſs of others. I have ſeen my 
Young Maſter often play the Lion in the Fa- 
mily, and my tender Lady, the Mother, ap- 
plaud his Inſolence, like the Romans in Seneca's 
Days. She would embrace the Spark, when 
ſhe ſhould have chid him; nay, and kiſs him 
for thoſe very things ſhe ſhould have whipt | 
him. To croſs the Child, is to ſtab the Mo- | 
ther; and if he whimpers, ſhe cries in good | 
Earneſt ; his Paſſions grow. upon him with 
Age, and a fooliſh Indulgence emboldens*em ; | 
be asks what he pleaſes, and obtains what he - _ | 
demands; a refuſal ſets him on Fire, and . 
then my Voung Jupiter begins to thunder: | 


raiſed ; and inſtead of laying it by a ſober 'I 
Correction, ſhe fooliſhly augments it by a | 
thouſand Careſfles : Hs is coach'd to Compa- . 
ny, to Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt | 
be SpeRator of Mama's Vanity and Follies to - 4 
learn 'em. Poor Sir T. H. ſaw this fine Ma- 


to ſave his Child. He complain'd one Da 
H 5 tO. 
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to me, that his Son was fit for nothing, but 
either to dance or to quarrel. You are mi- 
ſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Patience, and 
he'll retaliate his Breeding upon you with 
Inſolence and Outrage; he is as handſomly 
equipt for a Rake, as can be; nor was I de- 
ceived ; for ſince he flung himſelf away up- 
on a Chamber-maid, dipt his Eſtate, - per- 
ſecuted his Mother, and brought his Father 
with Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 

You muſt know, Neander, that Man by 
Nature is half Beaſt ; he has all the Inclina- 
tions, all the Paſſions of the moſt ſavage A- 
nimal; and (what is worſe) he has Reaſon 
to ſharpen em, and Malice to abuſe 'em. 
But as the moſt fierce Lion is tamed and ren- 
der'd tractable by Education and Diſcipline, 
ſo Man may be tanght Sweetneſs, Modera- 


tion and Virtue, if he be taken in Hand be- 


times, if his Paſſions are check'd, and forc'd 
to obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the 
Cradle. But when once Senſe has got the 
Upper-Hand, when Paſlion has taſted the 
Sweetneſs of Superiority, and Reaſon 1s ac- 
cuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſub- 
due the Fierceneſs of a full- grown Tyger, as 
perſuade Senſe and Appetite to reſign the 
uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to. take 
it, Adoleſcens juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenue- 


rit non recedet ab ea, A young Man goes on 
as 
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as he began, and carries the firſt Impreſſion 
to the Grave. That you may not therefore 
cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the Fa- 
ble, who being mortally wounded by an 
Arrow trimmed with her own Feathers, 
ſighed ont this melancholy Complaint , Mi- 
ſerable Bird thatlam! What a Fool was ! 
to bring forth Feathers to my own Deſt ructi- 
on! I ſay, that you may not complain, 
thoſe Children you gare Life to, are the 
Cauſe of your Death. Obſerve three things. 
Firſt, So ſoon as they are capable to know 
God, teach *em to fear his Juſtice and to 
love his Goodneſs; inſtruct 'em in Religion, 
and take Care they practiſe all the Duties of 
a Chriſtian. A Child that fears God, will 
love his Parents; he can't be religious with- 
out being dutiful, inculcate a thouſand times; 
that he is made for Heaven, and that he muſt 
live virtuouſly in this World, to be happy 
in the next: Precaution him againſt the Va- 
nity of the World, and all its ſpecious Scenes 
of Deceits and Pageantry, that delude the- 
Eye to ſeduce the Heart: Diſcover the: 
Danger before you expoſe him, and tell him: 
with that admirable Queen Blanca, you had: 
rather ſee him in the Grave, than in Sin: In- 


ſpire not into his tender Breaſt Deſires of 


Grandure; this is a Seed that ſprouts up 
without ſowing : Choak all Tendency of {o- 
| | early 


156 A Gentleman inſtruFed, &c. 


early a Pride, or elſe it will grow to his Ru- 
in. I bluſh at the unchriſtian Conduct of 
thoſe Parents, who teach little Creatures, 
before they can walk, to climb up to the ve- 
ry Pinnacle of Honour ; who would make 
*em Pages to Antichriſt to be great, and 
would counſel *em to be Mahomerans for the 
vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſſa's: When 
you have furniſh'd 'em with Virtue, and 
provided for their Soul, let em think of a Set- 
tlement, andaim rather at a Poſt that is gen- 
tile, than great: An elevated Fortune is ſel- 
dom obtained without vaſt Crimes, and al- 
ways ſupported by greater. *: 
Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts 
and Sciences that ſute with their Capacity 
and Condition. For thoſe that have nothing 
to do, do always more than they ought; and 
though they are unfit for a hand ſom Occupa- 
tion, they are capable of a vicious one. 
Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the El- 
deſt; leave a Proviſion for all: A young Gen- 
tleman that begins the World without Mony, 
ends it without Conſcience: When | muſt rack 
my Brain to live, I have neither time nor lea- 
ſure to think of living well. Neceſſity is the 
Mother of Vice, no leſs than Abundance; 
and Want is both more troubleſome than Af- 
fluence, and equally dangerous: Beſides, how 
will you. haye a Gentleman puſh "+ R 
WO 
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who has nothing to improve ? Can he raiſe 
a Fortune withoutTools to work with? with- 
out a Fund to lay the Foundation? Poverty 
palls the moſt generous Spirits; it cows In- 
duſtry, and caſts Reſolution it ſelf into De- 


3 When you have acquitted your ſelf of 
the 


ſe three Points, you have done the part of a 
Father; the reſt you muſt leave toProvidence, 
who watches over its Creatures, and never 
abandons thoſe, who com ply with theirDaty, 


YourCare mult not ſtop at your Children, 
let it reach your menial Servants ; though 
you are their Maſter, you are alſo their Fa- 
ther. And for this Reaſon the Romans call'd 
Houſekeepers Patres familias, Fathers of the 
Houſhold. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you are 
their Brother, and have the Church of Chriſt 
for your Common Mother; all theſe Relati- 
ons deſerve a Tenderneſs on the one ſide, 
and on the other impoſe an Obligation on 
you to enquire into their Behaviour, and to 
provide for their Inſtruction; don't ſo over- 
charge 'em with Labour, that they can find 
no time for God. You can't exact ſo continual 
a Service, nor is it in their power to comply 
with you. They owe more Obedience to 
God than to you; and you tranſgreſs your 
Duty, when your Commands croſs upon his. 
Nor is it-ſufficient to allow em time to look, 

into 
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into the Concerns of their Sonls, you muſt 
ſee they imploy it well : Let 'em meet at 
Prayers at leaſt once a Day, and puniſh thoſe 
that neglect this Duty. Suffer not in your 
Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. 
Whois a Traitor to his Maker, will betray 
a Maſter at the firſt Occaſion. A Man without 
Conſcience is always without Honeſty. Be- 
ſides, Lewdaelſs and Knavery are catching, 
and one infe&ed Perſon ſuffices to ſcatter the 
Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The 
more you take to Heart God's Intereſt, the 
more he'll take Care of yours; he'll crown 

r Enterprizes with Succeſs, or raiſe your 
Soul above the Stroak of Misfortuae. In fine, 
you'll either enjoy Proſperity with aChriſtian 
Moderation, or Or withpleaſure. 


Confine not Charity within the Walls of 


your own Houſe, nor employ it wholly about 
the Spiritual Good of your Neighbour ; let 


the Body feel the Effects of its Tenderneſs, 


as well as the Soul. When he groans under 
the Pangs of Poverty,and ſtruggles with Ne- 
ceſlity, relieve his Indigence out of your own 
Store-Houſe ; let the Meaſure of your Cha- 
rity be the Extent of your Ability and of 
his Want : What you lay out on the Poor, 
is not ſpent, but put to Intereſt ; God is 
Security for the Reimburſement, ſo that the 


P ay= 
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Payment is infallible. 1 have ſeen ſome Gen- 


tlemen open- handed enough, but then they 


diſperſed their Charities with ſo unhandſome 


a Grace, that, methought, they did ill in 
doing good, and refaſed an Alms whilſt 


they gave one; they ſeem'd to inſult over a 
poor Creature's Miſery, and ſeldom open'd 
their Purſe, till they had vented their Gall. 
This 1s not to relieve the Indigent, but to 
throw Shame upon Want, and Confuſton up- 
on Neceſſity; it's to hang Weight to their 
Burthen,and to fret Poverty with Contempt : 
Beſides, it loſes the very Nature of Alms; 
for that is not received gratis, that is pur- 
chaſed with Bluſhes, and at the Expence of 
Patience. A compaſſionate Look oftentimes 


refreſhes more, than a Crown with a ſevere 


one. And (methinks) I had rather be ſent 


away with a civil Gcd be with you, than be en- 


tertaind with Peeviſhneſs and ill Nature. 
A ſmall Favour well timed becomes conſide- 


| rable: The very manner of giving adds to 


the Gift. Keep not therefore the Poor 
at a Bay, nor rack em with Queſtions ; to 
what Purpoſe do theſe Preliminaries ſerve, 
but either to feed your Curioſity, or to ſpend 
a fretting Humour ? We are of the ſame 
Nature; our Bodies are made of the ſame 
Clay, and our Souls by the ſame Hand. The 
Difference between the Rich and Poor comes 

ROC 
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not from Nature or Merit, but from the Or- 
dination of Providence. Some are born to no 
other Eſtate then that of their BrethrensCha- 


rity, that they may practiſe Patience; and o- 


thers to Abundance, that they may exerciſe 
Charity; ſo that the Virtue of theſe ſtand in- 
debted to the Miſery of thoſe; and theGiver 
is no leſs oblig'd than the Receiver. 
VIII. 
Begin to practiſe the Virtues of a Chri- 


ſtain betimes; accuſtom your Palate to em 


before you have taſted Vice, they'll reliſh 
better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 
to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns God- 
lineſs into Pleaſure; but if you ſtay till Sins 
have fluſht the Paſſions, and ſharpen'd Appe- 
tite, nothing but Violence can ſecure you; 
you will not be able to advance one Step 
without a Combat; you muſt fight your Way 
through all the Squadrons ; the Fleſh, the 
World, and the Devil will draw up to op- 
poſe you; and when theſe Enemies are head- 
ed by vitious Habits, God knows, whether 
you will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attempt 
a Conqueſt ſo hazardous on the one ſide, and 
ſo laborious on. the other. 
IX 

Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gen- 
tlemen is ſo unuſual, that you muſt veater to 
be out of Faſhion, you muſt ſtand the Shock 


of I 
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of Rallery, and perchance the Stroak of a 
Lampoon; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the 
Skin, and although they are puſht on with all 
the Violence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are 
not able to draw Blood, or to touch your 
Reputation. I have often been aſtoniſh'd at 
ſome Gentlemen, who practiſed Virtue at 
Home, and Vice in Company; who betray'd 
their Conſcience to avoid a Bluſh. This is, 
{aid I, to fall into the wretched Blindneſs of 
ſome ſavage Indians, who adore the Devil, 
that he may do em no Harm. If Rakes glo- 
ry in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at 
Good ? That carries along its Condemaation, 
and this its Juſtification. Surely Shame ſits 
more naturally on Gnilt than Innocence. 

But could we dive into a wicked Man's 
Heart, could we pierce into his Soul, 
we ſhould read moſt, viſible Traces of Shame 
and Confuſion ; every Moment he caſts an 
Eye on his Vices and his Neighbour's Vir- 
tues. For let me tell you, Neander, Piety 
has an amiable Aſpect, it charms its very 
Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize 
it in Practice, admire its Beauty. So that, 
though ſometimes they let flie a Rallery, 


land ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty Arrows flie at 


random, and never come near your Honour: 
Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe 
Rates, who, flirt at a Chriſtian Demeanour, 
have a ſecret Eſteem for it. Oh, 
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Oh, faid one, I muſt draw in my Piety, 
and mew it within my own Walls; I have 
almoſt loſt my Chriſtian Name, and am ſcarce 
known, but by that of Bit. Pray, Sir, ſaid 
I, let us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run away 


from Buffoons; let us conſtrue the Word, | 


and frame right Notions, and then we ſhall 
find, that Bigor in the Jargon of Reprobates 
is nothing elſe but a Maa that believes Re- 
gion, and dares profeſs it ; that boggles at 
Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries; that will 
_ elevate his Spirits with old Hock, or new 
Champane, but not drown his Reaſon ; that 
has not Courage to laugh at Hell, nor the 
Impudence to play upon Heaven; that ſome- 
times does good Actions, and always fears 
bad ones. This is the Highth of a Bigot's 
Devotion, according to the modern Ule of 
the Word; fo that it imports nothing hurt- 
ful, nothing infamous, vnleſs it be a Diſgrace 


to 
Qiſe Morality, and to have a good Conlci- 
ence. | 

But let Debauches burleſque your Piety, 
muſt you abandon it? Will you abjure Chri- 
ſtianity, . becauſe ſome Libertines ſport with 
Religion ? or commence Atheiſt, to humour 
Fools? Why then will you be ſcared out of 
Piety, or teazed out of Morality ? Is it ho 


nourable in Spight of Rallery, to I 
{ e ot 


* Honeſty upon Occaſions, to pra- 
e 


theiſts 
and th 
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Devil, 
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ledge a God ? and a Diſgrace to ferve him? 
Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, and a Shame 
to be a good one ? No certainly ; let us put 
things together, and act conſequently ; let 
us call in Reaſon to govern Fancy. | 
1 Beſides, who are theſe Men that awe us? 
AClub of Animals,that have more Mony than 
Wit, and moreQuality than Conſcience,aPack 
of Hectors, that live ill, and judge worſe ; that 
are pitied by ſome, and ſcorn'd by others; 
the very Panegyricks of theſe Men areSatyrs, 
Praiſe out of their Mouths is ſcandalous, and 
] Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf 
| to be laught ont of Heaven, nor rallicd into 
Hell;if yon can't bear the reproachingFrowns 
and Smiles of a Man, how will ye endure the 
Frowns of an angryDeity ? If theLaſh of a pe- 
c I tulantTongue be ſo ſenſible, aſſure your ſelf the 
Pains of FireandBrimſtone will be more inſup- 
portable. Virtue in aDungeon is preferable to 
din onthe Throne, and Innocence in the Pillo- 
ry is more honourablethanGuilt on the Bench. 
X. 
If youlove yourSoul, and reſolve to ſave it, 
a oid the Converſation of Libertines and A- 
ultheiſts; like theBaſilisk their Eyes dartPoiſon, 
and their Tongues ſpeak Death; they are Sa- 
Jtan'sDeputies, and Devils by Proxy. A Liber- 
tine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Pleaſure is his 
Summum Bonum; this he places in Sin like the 
a Devil, and in Mire like the Swine; he circles 
S from 
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from the Tavern to thePlay-Houſe, from hence 
to the Stews, and returns to his Lodging the 
ſame Way; ſo that his whole Study is to learn 
Wickedneſs, and his whole Buſineſs to pra- 
ctiſe it; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut 
and Blaſphemy; his Entertainment unchriſti- 


an, and his Diale& diabolical; he would fain | 


monopolize the Wit of the Nation, but wants 
both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge reach- 
es no further than a Gazette or the Courant, 
and on Occaſions he ventures to vent Non- 
ſenſe in Meeter ; his Religion is univerſal, 
calculated for all Meridians; he has one for a 
Calm, another for a Storm, one for Europe, ano- 
ther for America ; ſo that it's as diſſicvlit to be 
defined as aDisgunitive; in England he ſtickles 
for his Biſhops ; in Scotland againſt em; he is 


a Jew at Amſterdam, a Muſſelman at Conſt anti- | 


nople ;, a Papiſt at Rome, and a Calviniſt at Ge- 
neva: Ina Word, he is any thing without, 
and nothing within; ſo that his whole Reli- 
gion turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, 
and is comprized in theſe Verſes. 

Queſt. What's Ort hodoæ and true Belidving 
Againſt a Conſcience? Anſ. A good Living. 
Queſt. What makes rebeliing againſt Kings 

A good old Cauſe ? Ani. Admini 


ſtrings. 


Queſt.What makes all Doctrine plain and clear? 
Anſ. About two hundred Pound a Year, 
Quelt. Aud that which was proved true before 
Pr ove falſe again? Anſ. Two hundred me; 


2 


Reaſon, and keeps Touch with Probity; he va- 
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XI. 
An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine; and 


if we believe his own Genealogy, he is a Byblow 
begot by Hazard, and flung into the World by 


Neceſſity; he moves by Wheels, and has no 
more Soul than a Wind- mill; he is thruſt on 
by Fate, and acts by meer Compulſion; he is 
no more Maſter ot his Deeds than of his Being; 
and therefore is as conſtant to his Word as 
the Winds to the ſame Corner; ſo that an 
Atheiſt by his own Principles is a Knave per 
ſe, and an honeſt Man only per Accidens. In fine, 
he ſtarts out of Duſt and vaniſhes into nothing. 

Neand. All my Concerns are in the Hand of 
a Man, who will not be very fond of this Cha- 
racter, yet he ſets up for on Athieſt, and ſup- 
ports theFraternity with Arguments and Au- 
thority. | 

Euſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of Hand, 
he'll certainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſi- 
bly embezzle your Eſtate. A round Hurrican 
of Atoms may drive him into the Poſſeſſions 
of your Lands, and you out of em. A brisk 


Puff may convey out of fight a neceſſary lnden- 


ture, or raiſe high theBill of Reparations; there 


{is no coming near a Man with Safety, that's 


void of Conſcience ; no truſting him that acts 

by Fates, or moves by Deſtiny ; if he be aSlave 

to impulle, he is not Maſter of his Honeſty. 
Neand. Though he abjures God, he upholds 


lues 
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lues Honour, and would forfeit Life to main- 
tain it. | 

Euſeb. Then he is made up of Contradicti- 
ons, and one part of his Creed ſtabs the other; 


if there be no God, your Friend is the Spawn © 


of Caſualtry; the Child of Matter and Mo- 
tion, a Heap of Duſt with a Complex of Ubi. 
cations, aFigure without Soul, a Statue with- 
outLife; he is all Matter likeBeaſts, no more 
capable of Reaſon thananApe, of Virtue than 
Baalam's Aſs,or of Honour thanCaligula'sCon- 
ſul. In fine, withdraw your Concerns, or you 
may one Day repent your Confidence: For [ 
mult once for all tell you, Honour withoutCon- 
ſcience,w ithoutReligion,will yield tolntereſt. 
Neand. This cannot be done ſo ſoon ; endea- 
vour,}l be ſeech you, to gain him; overturn his 
Principles, and the Conqueſt will be eaſie; 
you can't oblige him more than by entering 
into a Diſpute; and the ſnorteſt Way to win 
his Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. 
Euſeb. Diſputes indeed are natural to A- 
theiſts; for no Men maintain with greater 
Eagerneſs they are in the right, than thoſe 
that ſuſpect they are in the wrong; like Men 
in a dangerous Road they love to travel in 
Company, and ſo draw in Proſelytes to march 
to Hell with a Caravan. 


But, Neander, this Itch of arguing is a terri- 


ble Argument, they are ſcared with Doubts 


and haunted with Suſpicions that God is no 


Chymezra ; 
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Chymzra,; it's aSign thatConſcience is uneaſy, 
and makes ſome Attempts to break all the 
Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphemy. 

However, I'll comply with your Deſires, 


| and wait upon the Gentleman, when you 


command me : Although I muſt tell you, a 
converted Atheiſt is a Phenix ſcarce ſeen in 
an Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ig- 
norance, of much Senſe and little Reaſon; he 
confutes Arguments with Laughter, and pre- 
tends to frown Demonſtration it ſelf into So- 
phiſtry. How can Truth (I do not ſay ſub- 
due) but even reach ſuch a Man ? You may 
as ſoon fetch down the Moon with aCannon- 
Ball, as convince him. 

Neand, It's true; but Charity armed with 
ſolid Reaſons may perchance ſoften his Obſti- 
nacy ; and altho' you loſe your Labour, you'll 
meet at leaſt in the next World the Reward 
of your Zeal. I'll tell him you intend to 
make him a Viſit. | | 

Enſeb, l am content, Neander, I have 
drawn a ſhortScheme of your Duty, and wiſh ' 
you ſo happy as to comply with it; it will 
prove the beſt Support of this Life, and the 
greateſt Comfort in the other. God has in- 
terwoven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and 
twiſted his Intereſt with Pleaſure. A Good 
Man is ſeldom uneaſy,and an ill one is always 
unquiet ; one muſt be blind not to diſcover 


tothe Canker at his Heart through all the glit- 


tering 


168 A Gentleman inſtructed, &c. 


tering Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power 5 
he may rant and laugh, but can't be merry : 
For certainly their is a great Difference be- 
tween Noiſe and Mirth ; their Lives are as 
unlike as their Ends; and thoſe are as diffe- 
rent, as the Pains of the Damned are from 
the Joys of the Bleſſed. | 

Neander took Leave of Euſebius, with a 
© Promiſe to call upon him the next Morning. 
He went immediately toTheomachus$sLode - 
«© ings (this was the Atheiſt's Name) he open- 
ed freely his Deſign, and ask'd him, if. Bu- 
e ſineſs would permit him to enter upon a 
ce Conference with Euſebius. | 

© Theomachus received the Propoſal with a 
* Tranſport of Joy, and told Neander he was 
& infinitely oblig'd to him, fog offering ſo fair 
* an Occaſion of making Acquaintance with a 
Man ſo much talked of. For (continued he) 
have often heard great Commendations 
* both of his Virtue and Learning, and ſhall 
& by this Interview be able to judge, whether 
e his Merits equal his Fame. Beſides the 
“ Greatnels of my Adverſary will ſecure my 
e Credit, tho' Fortune declare againſt me. 
“Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, 
ce returned to hisLodgings,with a Reſolution 
© to. mind Theomac hus of his Promiſe the next 
Morning. 


